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Farnham home was because when your staff member prepared the claim, you had already changed 
the designation from London to Farnham and he was confused.  I am still a little puzzled how that 
confusion occurred. Do all your utility bills and other bills come to your parliamentary office, 
whether they relate to your London or your Farnham homes? 

JH Yes, I have them all, as many as possible,  sent to my office. My staff have access to them.  

JL What are you doing to avoid this happening again? 

JH I go through them like a hawk. This is public money and we should take great care over it. I have 
new staff in my office and we now have much stricter procedures. We are much more careful about 
submitting claims.  

JL The notes from your website which you sent to me on 10 September rather suggest that since there 
was no loss to the public purse, you initially did not intend to repay the claim. Is that a fair 
interpretation?  

JH I wasn’t sure whether the expenses were for the right home but with the wrong address written on 
the claim form. As it just so happens my council tax bills in London and Farnham are the same to 
within £1. So initially, when I was alerted to the problem with the form, I thought that maybe these 
were expenses for my London house, but the form had the wrong address on it. It was just 
coincidence that the sums were similar. 

I have now repaid the money. 

JL In view of the importance of making correct claims, did you make any further effort to get to the 
bottom of what had happened and confirm that a mistake had indeed been made? 

JH I thought I had established that these were expenses for my London house. But when you raised the 
issue, I looked more closely at them.  

 Conclusion  

JL Finally, how would you answer the suggestion that from November 2005 if it had been necessary for 
your agent to live there, you should have reduced your ACA claim to reflect the living costs of your 
agent’s use of your Farnham home and by not doing so she received a personal and immediate 
benefit from public funds? 

JH I accept that I made a wrong judgement. That is clear from reading the Committee’s ruling on 
another recent complaint. They took an overview. I believe that there is a difference between 
parents or others and a spouse or children. I did not pro rata the living costs, including mortgage 
costs, for which I claimed, according to the number of nights in the house.  

I am willing to repay half the entire living and mortgage costs for which I claimed during the entire 
period.  

JL Thank you. It will, of course, be for the Committee to decide what the response to your proposals 
for repayment should be once I submit to them my memorandum. Are there any other points you 
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would like to make? 

JH I would be grateful if you would acknowledge that there has been no financial benefit to me. This 
was a misinterpretation of the rules made in good faith. I was stupid to assume a latitude which 
there wasn’t. In some respects it is different to the way others are alleged to have behaved.  

JL Thank you. The note-taker will now prepare a note of our discussion and show it to you so you can 
comment on its accuracy. As you know, you can expect the note to be included with the 
memorandum I will prepare for the Committee and it will be subsequently published with the 
report. 

Once I have the note of the meeting I shall prepare the factual sections of my memorandum which 
again I would show you to check its accuracy. I will then add my conclusions and submit the full 
memorandum to the Committee. The Clerk will show you it and invite any comments you want to 
make about it and any comments you make will be submitted to the Committee with my 
memorandum. 

JL Any further points you would like to make? 

JH No, thank you.  

JL Thank you for coming in, and for your help with this inquiry.    

 Interview finished at 3.30pm on Thursday 12 November 2009 

12 November 2009 

25. Letter to the Commissioner from Mr Jeremy Hunt MP, 18 
November 2009 

I am writing to ask you to convey my apologies to the Committee for the mistakes I made in my claims for 
ACA between November 2005 and June 2007. 

As you know I allowed my agent … to stay in my parliamentary second home in Farnham for around three 
nights per week. It was an arrangement designed to save her having to commute daily to her main home in …. 

I interpreted the rules to mean that I did not need to reduce the amount I claimed for council tax, utilities and 
mortgage interest while this arrangement took place. However, following my discussions with you, I accept 
that I was wrong to do so. I apologise unreservedly for the mistake. 

I would like to thank you for your cooperation in investigating this matter. 

 

18 November 2009
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Formal minutes 

Tuesday 8 December 2009 

Members present: 

Sir Malcolm Rifkind, in the Chair 

Mr Kevin Barron 
Mr Andrew Dismore 
Nick Harvey 
Mr Greg Knight 

 Mr Elfyn Llwyd 
Mr Chris Mullin 
The hon Nicholas Soames 

 
Draft Report [Mr Jeremy Hunt], proposed by the Chairman, brought up and read. 

Ordered, That the Chairman’s draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 12 read and agreed to.  

Paragraph 13 read, amended and agreed to.  

A paper was appended to the Report. 

Resolved, That the Report, as amended, be the Fourth Report of the Committee to the House. 

Ordered, That the Chairman  make the Report to the House. 

 [Adjourned till Tuesday 15 December at 9.30 am 

 
 




