


Weekly Information Bulletin 

General Committee Meetings 
4 – 8 May 2009 

 
 
 

Monday 4 May  
 
 
 

None 
 
 

Tuesday 5 May 
 
 
 

1st DLC Amendments to Law (Resolution of Dunfermline Building Society) Order 2009 (S.I., 2009, No. 814), 
Building Societies (Insolvency and Special Administration) Order 2009 (S.I., 2009, No. 805), and 
Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Contribution to Costs of Special Resolution Regime) 
Regulations 2009 (S.I., 2009, No. 807) 

 
 
 

Wednesday 6 May 
 
 
 

WGC  Budget Statement and its implications for Wales (Motion agreed to) 
 
PBC  Autism Bill   
 
 
 

Thursday 7 May 
 
 
 

None 
 
 

Friday 8 May 
 
 
 

None 
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Weekly Information Bulletin 

 
Forthcoming General Committee Meetings 

11 – 15 May 2009 
 
 
 

Monday 11 May  
 
 
 

1st DLC  Draft Scotland Act 1998 (Modification of Schedule 4) Order 2009, 4.30pm, Room 9 
 
2nd DLC Draft Financial Assistance for Industry (Increase of Limit) (No.2) Order and the Draft Financial 

Assistance for Industry (Increase of Limit) (No.3) Order 2009, 4.30pm, Room 11 
 
EC A Maritime Transport (5559/09 & 5775/09), 4.30pm, Room 10 
 
3rd DLC Motion in the name of Mr Pat McFadden relating to Financial Assistance to Industry, 6.30pm, Room 12 
 
 
 

Tuesday 12 May 
 
 
 

4th DLC Draft National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Agriculture and Rural Development) 
Order 2009, 4.30pm, Room 9 

 
EC A Climate change agreement (5892/09 and Addenda 1 to 3), 4.30pm, Room 10  
 
 
 

Wednesday 13 May 
 
 

 
PBC  Autism Bill, 2.30pm, Room 10 
 
 
 

Thursday 14 May 
 
 
 

None 
 
 
 

Friday 15 May 
 
 
 

None 
 
 
 
 
Please note. This list is correct as at press (12 noon Friday).  
The time and location of general committee meetings may be changed at short notice.  
Further enquiries may be made to the Committee Office general enquiry lines, Tel. 020 7219 3267/4300/0284 
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Weekly Information Bulletin 

Select Committees 
 
 
Select Committees are set up to examine the work of Government Departments, and now constitute the main investigatory 
system by which the House overseas the exercise of Government responsibilities and the development of public policy and 
expenditure. 
 
The following information on Select Committees is available on the Parliament website:  
 
Select Committee membership: www.parliament.uk/directories/hciolists/selmem.cfm  
Links to Select Committee home pages containing information on the work of the Select Committee and its publications: 
www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/parliamentary_committees16.cfm  
 
For further information on Select Committees see HCIO Factsheet P2 produced by the House of Commons Information Office, 
available in hardcopy on request or to download from the Parliament website. 
 

 
 
Membership: 
 
 
None 
 

Select Committee Meetings 
4 – 8 May 2009 

 
 

Monday 4 May 

None 
 

Tuesday 5 May 

 
Environmental Audit 
Subject: Greening Government 
Witnesses: Andrew Lee, Director, Minas Jacob, Team Leader, Watchdog, and Farooq Ullah, Policy Analyst, Strategic Assessment, 
Sustainable Development Commission; William Jordan, Chief Sustainability and Operating Officer, Office of Government 
Commerce, Bill Stow, Director General, Strategy and Evidence Group, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, and 
Trevor Hutchings, Head of the Low Carbon Economy Divisions, Department of Energy and Climate Change  
 
Culture, Media and Sport 
Subject: Press standards, privacy and libel 
Witnesses: Colin Myler, Editor, News of the World, and Tom Crone, News Group Newspapers; Ian Hislop, Editor, Private Eye, and 
Alan Rusbridger, Editor, The Guardian  
 
Home Affairs 
Subject: (i) Policing of G20 Protests (ii) Tasers (iii) Gurkhas: The Government’s Response 
Witnesses: (i) National Union of Journalists (ii) Amnesty International, Association of Chief Police Officers of England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland (iii) Phil Woolas MP, Minister for Borders and Immigration, Home Office; Ministry of Defence; Joanna Lumley  
 
Welsh Affairs 
Subject: English Language Broadcasting in Wales 
Witnesses: Ofcom; S4C ITV; BBC  
 
Innovation, Universities, Science and Skills 
Subject: Pre-appointment hearing with Chair-elect of the Economic and Social Research Council 
Witnesses: Dr Alan Gillespie  
 
Justice 
Subject: (i) Sentencing Guidelines: fraud sentencing (ii) Sentencing Guidelines: youth sentencing (iii) The role of the Prison Officer
Witnesses: (i) Professor Michael Levi, University of Cardiff (ii) Sally Ireland, Chair, Standing Committee for Youth Justice and 
Katy Swaine, Legal Director, Children’s Rights Alliance (iii) Professor Andrew Coyle CMG, Professor of Prison Studies, King’s 
College London 
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Wednesday 6 May 

 
Innovation, Universities, Science and Skills Sub-Committee 
Subject: Students and Universities 
Witnesses: Professor Michael Arthur, Vice-Chancellor, University of Leeds, Professor Michael Driscoll, Vice-Chancellor, 
Middlesex University, and Professor Roger Brown, former Vice-Chancellor of Southampton Solent University; Sally Hunt, General 
Secretary, University and College Union  
 
Children, Schools and Families 
Subject: School Accountability 
Witnesses: Christine Gilbert CBE, Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education, Children’s Services and Skills 
 
Energy and Climate Change 
Subject: Future of Britain's Electricity Networks 
Witnesses: Energy Networks Association; Institution of Engineering and Technology  
 
Scottish Affairs 
Subject: Crisis in the Scottish press industry 
Witnesses: Newsquest, The Scotsman, Scottish Daily Newspapers Society, and Trinity Mirror plc  
 
Transport 
Subject: Future of aviation 
Witnesses: Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport, Civil Aviation Authority, and Royal Aeronautical Society; Committee on 
Climate Change (at 3.30pm); Environment Agency 
  
Public Accounts 
Subject: The National Offender Management Information System 
Witnesses: Phil Wheatley CB, Director General, and Ann Beasley, Director of Finance and Performance, National Offender 
Management Service, Ministry of Justice 
 

Thursday 7 May 

 
Health 
Subject: Alcohol 
Witnesses: Mike Kelly, Director, Centre for Public Health Excellence, National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence, Dr 
Lynn Owens, Nurse Consultant, Liverpool PCT, and Dr Paul Cassidy, GP; Robin Touquet, Professor of Emergency Medicine, St 
Mary’s Hospital, London, Dr Duncan Raistrick, Director, Leeds Addiction Unit, Carole Binns, Service Manager for Mental Health 
Communities, Health & Care, Southampton City Council, and Brian Hayes, Paramedic Team Leader, Waterloo Ambulance Station 
 
Public Administration 
Subject: Special Advisers 
Witnesses: Sir Richard Mottram, former Permanent Secretary, and Visiting Professor, London School of Economics, Mr Peter 
Riddell, Chief Political Commentator, The Times, and Senior Fellow, Institute for Government and Mr Lance Price, former Deputy 
Press Spokesman to the Prime Minister; Cabinet Office 
 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Subject: Securing food supplies up to 2050: the challenges for the UK 
Witnesses: Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
 

Friday 8 May 

None 

 
All public select committee meetings are webcast 
Select committees marked with * will be taken by BBC Parliament 
Recorded information about forthcoming select and standing committee meetings over the next two sitting days is available 
on:[Tel 020 7219 2033]. Please note: The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded, and the place altered 
without notice and Committees which sit at short notice may not be included in this list. 
 

39



Weekly Information Bulletin 

Forthcoming Select Committee Meetings 
11 – 15 May 2009 

Monday 11 May 

 
West Midlands Regional Committee 
Subject: The impact of the current economic and financial situation on businesses in 
the West Midlands Region 
Witnesses: Federation of Small Businesses, Hereford and Worcester Chamber of 
Commerce and West Midlands Business Council. 
 

 
11:15am 

 
Sydni Centre, 
Leamington Spa  

South East Regional 
Subject: The South East England Development Agency and the Regional Economic 
Strategy 
Witnesses: Regional Development Agency; Government Office for the South East  
(at 1.00 pm). 
 

11:45am Aylesham and 
District 
Community Trust 

Welsh Affairs 
Subject: Digital Inclusion in Wales 
Witnesses: Welsh Language Board and dotCYM; Bangor University and Open 
University (at 3.15 pm). 
 

2:30pm Bangor University, 
Wales 

Innovation, Universities, Science and Skills Sub-Committee 
Subject: Students and Universities 
Witnesses: Rt Hon John Denham MP, Secretary of State, Department for Innovation, 
Universities and Skills, and Sir Alan Langlands, Chief Executive, Higher Education 
Funding Council for England. 
 

4:30pm The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Communities and Local Government  
Subject: Planning Policy Statement 6 
Witnesses: Kate Barker; Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Asda, Aldi and the Co-op (at 5.00 pm); 
John Lewis, the Independent Retailers Confederation and the British Council of 
Shopping Centres (at 5.30 pm); Tescopoly Alliance, the Women's Environmental 
Network and the Association of North Thames Amenity Societies (at 5.55 pm). 
 

4:40pm The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

Tuesday 12 May 

 
Regulatory Reform 
Subject: Themes and Trends in Regulatory Reform  
Witnesses: Financial Services Authority; Association of British Insurers, Association 
of Chartered Certified Accountants, and EEF (at 10.15 am). 
 

 
9:35am 

 
Committee Room 
19, Palace of 
Westminster 

Environmental Audit 
Subject: The role of carbon markets in preventing dangerous climate change 
Witnesses: Abyd Karmali, President, Carbon Markets & Investors Association, James 
Cameron, Executive Director & Vice Chairman, Climate Change Capital, and Louis 
Redshaw, Head of Environmental Markets Trading, Barclays Capital; Anne Theo 
Seinen, DG Environment, European Commission (at 11.15 am). 
 

10:30am Committee Room 
16, Palace of 
Westminster 

Business and Enterprise  
Subject: Work of the Department in the current crisis 
Witnesses: Baroness Vadera, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for 
Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform. 
 

10:30am The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

International Development 
Subject: Urbanisation & Poverty 
Witnesses: UN-Habitat 
 

10:30am Committee Room 
5, Palace of 
Westminster 

Home Affairs 
Subject: Policing of G20 Protests 
Witnesses: David Howarth MP, and Sue Sim, Association of Chief Police Officers; 
Sir Hugh Orde and ACC Duncan McCausland, Metropolitan Police Service (at 12 
noon). 

10:30am The Grimond 
Room, Portcullis 
House 
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Culture, Media and Sport 
Subject: BBC Annual Report 2007-08 
Witnesses: Luke Johnson, Chairman, Andy Duncan, Chief Executive, and Anne 
Bulford, Group Finance Director, Channel 4. 
 

10:30am Committee Room 
15, Palace of 
Westminster 

Joint Committee on Human Rights* 
Subject: Policing and Protest 
Witnesses: Tom Brake MP, Paul Lewis, The Guardian, and the Climate Camp; Nick 
Hardwick, Chair, Independent Police Complaints Commission (at 2.20 pm); Deputy 
Chief Constable Sue Sim, Association of Chief Police Officers, and Acting Assistant 
Commissioner Chris Allison MBE, Metropolitan Police Service (at 2.50 pm). 
 

1:45pm Committee Room 
8, Palace of 
Westminster 

Public Administration 
Subject: Outside Appointments to the Senior Civil Service 
Witnesses: Sir David Normington KCB, Permanent Secretary, Home Office, David 
Bell, Permanent Secretary, Department for Children, Schools and Families, and Gill 
Rider, Head of Civil Service Capabilities Group. 
 

2:15pm The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Wednesday 13 May 

 
Innovation, Universities, Science and Skills 
Subject: (i) Pre-appointment hearing with Chair-elect of the Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Research Council; (ii) Further education college capital 
expenditure. 
Witnesses: (i) Professor Sir Tom Blundell (ii) Mark Haysom, former LSC Chief 
Executive (at 10.15 am). 
 

 
9:15am 

 
The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Work and Pensions* 
Subject: Tackling Pensioner Poverty in Great Britain 
Witnesses: Mervyn Kohler, Special Advisor and Sally West, Policy Manager, Help 
the Aged / Age Concern and Citizens Advice Bureau.  
 

9:30am The Grimond 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Scottish Affairs 
Subject: Enforcement of the National Minimum Wage 
Witnesses: British Hospitality Association and National Hairdressers Federation. 
 

2:15pm Committee Room 
16, Palace of 
Westminster 

Treasury Sub Committee 
Subject: Evaluating the Efficiency Programme 
Witnesses: Peter Lockhart, PCS, Dr Martin Read, Operational Efficiency Programme, 
and Dr Jennifer Law, Glamorgan University. 
 

2:30pm The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

Transport 
Subject: Future of aviation 
Witnesses: Confederation of British Industry, Flying Matters, Freight Transport 
Association, English Regional Development Agencies, Belfast International Airport, 
Newcastle International Airport, Highlands and Islands Transport Partnership, Air 
Transport Users Council, Passenger Focus, ABTA.  
 

2:45pm The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Northern Ireland Affairs* 
Subject: Omagh: 10 years on 
Witnesses: Sir Peter Gibson, Intelligence Services Commissioner. 

3:00pm Committee Room 
8, Palace of 
Westminster 
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Public Accounts* 
Subject: Living accommodation for service families 
Witnesses: Sir Bill Jeffrey KCB, Permanent Under-Secretary of Defence, Vice 
Admiral P J Wilkinson CVO BA FCIPD, Deputy Chief of Defence Staff (Personnel), 
and Vice Admiral Tim Laurence CB MVO ADC, Chief Executive Defence Estates, 
Ministry of Defence. 
 

3:30pm Committee Room 
15, Palace of 
Westminster 

Thursday 14 May 

 
Health* 
Subject: Alcohol 
Witnesses: Dr Petra Meier, University of Sheffield, and Lila Rabinovich, RAND; 
Tesco, Beer and Pub Association, Wine and Spirit Trade Association, and CAMRA 
(at 11.00 am); ACPO (at 12.00 pm). 
 

 
10:00am 

 
The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

Foreign Affairs* 
Subject: Global Security: Afghanistan 
Witnesses: Rt Hon Lord Malloch-Brown, Minister of State, Sir Mark Lyall Grant 
KCMG, Director General, Political, and Adam Thomson, Director, South Asia and 
Afghanistan, Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 
 

1:00pm The Grimond 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Friday 15 May 

None 

[The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded without notice] 

 
All public select committee meetings are webcast 
Select committees marked with * will be taken by BBC Parliament 
Recorded information about forthcoming select and standing committee meetings over the next two sitting days is available 
on:[Tel 020 7219 2033]. Please note: The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded, and the place altered 
without notice and Committees which sit at short notice may not be included in this list. 
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House of Lords Committees: Forthcoming Public Meetings            
11 – 15 May 2009 

Further enquiries about Lords Committees can be made to the Lords Committee Office: 020 7219 2940 

 

Monday 11 May 

None 

 
Tuesday 12 May 

 
Joint Committee on Human Rights   
Subject: Policing and Protest 
Witnesses: A representative of Climate Camp; Paul Lewis, Guardian; Nick Hardwick, IPCC; and a 
representative from the Metropolitan Police. 

 
1:45pm 

 
Wednesday 13 May 

 
Communications 
Subject: The British Film and Television Industries. 
Witnesses: Ms Jana Bennett, Director, BBC Vision; Mr George Entwistle, Controller of Knowledge 
Commissioning, BBC; Mr Peter Salmon, Director, BBC North; Mr John Smith, Chief Executive, BBC 
Worldwide; and Mr Wayne Garvey, Director, Content and Production, BBC Worldwide. 
 

 
10:30am 

EU Sub-Committee F: Home Affairs 
Subject: Money Laundering and the Financing of Terrorism 
Witnesses: Sean McGovern, General Counsel, Lloyd’s. 
 

10:45am 

Economic Affairs Finance Bill Sub-Committee  
Subject: Finance Bill 2009 
Witnesses: Frank Haskew, Head of Tax Faculty, ICAEW; Peter Cussons, Member of the ICAEW; 
Derek Allen, Director, Taxation and Professor Alex McDougall, ICAS; Isobel d'Inverno, Convenor of 
the Tax Law Committee of the Law Society of Scotland and Director of Corporate Tax at Brodies LLP 
and Bill Pagan, Convenor of the Private Client Tax Subcommittee of the Law Society of Scotland; and 
the Law Society of England and Wales. 

3:45pm 

 
Thursday 14 May 

 
EU Sub-Committee G: Social Policy and Consumer Affairs 
Subject: The EU Commission's proposed directive on consumer rights 
Witnesses: Gareth Thomas MP, Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform. 
 

 
9:40am 

EU Sub-Committee C: Foreign Affairs, Defence and Development Policy  
Subject: EU and China 
Witnesses: Dr Xinning Song, UN University, Bruges; and Jean Monnet, Professor of European 
Studies, Brussels. 

10:35am 

 
Friday 15 May 

None 
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Select Committees: Publications received since the last Bulletin 
 
 

All publications are available from The Stationery Office. Contact details are shown on the back cover of this Bulletin. 
HC numbers refer to House of Commons papers session 2008-09 unless otherwise stated. 
Cm numbers refer to papers in the Command series. 
HLP numbers refer to House of Lords papers. 
Select Committee Reports (Section B) are available on the parliamentary website. 
NAO & NIAO Reports are the forerunner of Public Accounts Committee inquiries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(A) Select Committee Evidence 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Subject Witnesses 
 

Date 
Heard 

Paper No 
and ISBN 

Price 
£ 

6.5 Children, 
Schools and 
Families 

Diversity of School 
Provision 
Oral and Written 
evidence 

Various witnesses  30.1.08 
25.2.08 
12.3.08 
7.5.08 
12.11.08 

HC 432 
Incorporating 
HC 311-i to 
v, Session 
2007-08 
0215 530004 
 

14.50 

1.5 Constitutional 
Affairs 

Department for 
Constitutional Affairs: 
key policies and 
priorities 
 

Rt Hon Lord Falconer of 
Thoroton QC & 
Alex Allan 
 
 

18.10.05 
28.2.06 
4.7.06 

HC 566-i-iii 
0215 52998 

11.50 

1.5 Home Affairs The rights of Gurkhas to 
settle in the UK 

Timothy Heaver, 
Martin Howe, 
Laxmi Prasad Sharma, 
Chief  Superintendent 
Kevin Hurley, 
Gyan Bahadur Sherchan 
 

4.11.08 HC 1140-i 
(2007-08) 
0215 529965 

5.50 

6.5 Public 
Administration 

Civil and Public Service 
Issues 

Jonathan Baume (FDA) 
Paul Noon (Prospect) 
Charles Cochrane (PCS) 
 

12.3.09 HC 352-i 
0215 530028 

5.50 

1.5 Treasury Bank of England 
February 2009 Inflation 
Report 
 

Mr Mervyn King, 
Mr Paul Tucker, 
Mr Spencer Dale, 
Professor Tim Besley 
 

24.3.09 HC 376-i 
0215 52993 

8.50 

 
 
 (B) Select Committee Reports 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper and 
ISBN  
 

Price 
£ 
 

6.5 Business and 
Enterprise  

6th, The Insolvency Service HC 198 
0215 529992 
 

14.50 

6.5 Joint Committee 
on Human 
Rights 
 
 

15th, Legislative Scrutiny: Policing and Crime Bill (gangs 
injunctions) 

HL 81 
HC 441 
010 4425138 
 

8.50 

7.5 Joint Committee 
on Statutory 
Instruments 

12th, Report of Session 2008-09 HL 82 
HC 3-xii 
010 4425145 

8.00 
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Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper and 
ISBN  
 

Price 
£ 
 

  
7.5 Public Accounts 23rd, Mathematics performance in primary schools: 

getting the best results 
 

HC 44 
0215 530011 

10.00 

8.5 Transport 3rd, Appointment of the Chair of the Office of Rail 
Regulation 

HC 433 
0215 530097 
 

8.50 

1.5 Treasury 7th, Banking Crisis: dealing with the failure of the UK 
banks 

HC 416 
0215 529909 
 

17.50 

7.5 Treasury 8th, Budget 2009 HC 438-I 
 

0.00 

 
 
 (C)  Government Responses to Select Committee Reports 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper or Cm 
No of response 
 

Price 
£ 
 

7.5 Communities 
and Local 
Government 
 

5th, New Towns: Follow-Up [HC 889] HC 253 
0215 530035 

6.50 

8.5 Communities 
and Local 
Government 
 

2nd, Communities and Local Government Departmental 
Annual Report 2008 [238] 

Cm 7614 
010 1761420 

5.50 

7.5 International 
Development 

2nd, DFID Annual Report 2008 [HC 220] 
 
 

HC 440 
0215 530059 

4.50 

6.5 Welsh Affairs Proposed National Assembly for Wales (legislative 
Competence) (Agriculture and Rural Development) 
Order 2008 [HC 5] 
 

HC 410 
0215 530042 

4.50 

1.5 Treasury Pre-Budget Report 2008 [HC 27] HC 431 
0215 52997 
 

4.50 

 
 
(D) National Audit Office (NAO): Northern Ireland Audit Office (NIAO) 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Title 
 

Paper No 
and ISBN 

Price 
£ 

7.5 Department for Transport: Improving road safety for pedestrians and cyclists 
in Great Britain 
 

HC 437 
010 2954791 

14.35 

7.5 Department for Work and Pensions: Communicating with customers HC 421 
010 2954784 

14.35 
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Select Committees: Current Inquiries 
 
 
Select Committee evidence is published as a House of Commons Paper; there is generally a delay of 4-6 weeks before the 
material is available.  When published it is also made available on the Parliament website.  All HC paper numbers shown are 
from the 2008-09 session unless otherwise stated.  Select Committees may also publish uncorrected transcripts of Ministers’ 
evidence on the website as soon as the transcript is available.  Hard copies of Select Committee publications can be 
purchased from The Stationery Office, contact details are shown on the back page of this bulletin.   
 
Select Committee publications are available to view on the Parliament website:  
www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/select.htm 
 
Further details of current Select Committee inquiries can also be found on the Parliament website: 
www.parliament.uk/what_s_on/hoc_news4.cfm 
 
 
 
Committee on Arms Export Controls 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Strategic Export Controls  Oral evidence concluded 

  

Business and Enterprise Committee  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Automotive Assistance Program Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions closed 

Creating a Higher Value-Added Economy Report in preparation 

Enterprise Finance Guarantee System Inquiry announced; Deadline for written submissions 
22 May 

Exporting out of recession Oral evidence in progress 

Post Offices - securing their future  Report in preparation 

PubCos Report to be published 13 May 

Work of the Department in the current economic crises Oral evidence in progress 

  

Children, Schools and Families  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Allegations against School Staff Inquiry announced; Deadline for written submissions  
18 May 

Child Health Strategy Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 20 May 

Diversity of Schools Provision: Trust Schools  Oral evidence concluded 

National Curriculum Tests Oral evidence in progress 

School accountability Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 20 May 

Sustainable Schools and Building Schools for the Future Report published on 30 April 

Teacher Training Oral evidence in progress 
Evidence session on 8 June 

Training of Children and Families Social Workers Deadline for submissions closed 
First Evidence session on 18 May 

The work of Ofsted Oral evidence concluded 
Report in preparation 

The Work of the Department for Children, Schools and 
Families 

Oral evidence concluded 
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Communities & Local Government  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Local Authority Investments  Report in preparation 

New Towns Government Response published 7 May 

Planning policy Statement 6 Inquiry announced 

Supporting People Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions closed 

The Balance of Power: Central and Local Government Report in preparation 

Traditional Retail Markets Report in preparation 

  

Culture, Media & Sport 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

London 2012 Games and Paralympic Games Continuing scrutiny 

Press Standards, Privacy and Libel Oral evidence in progress 

The Future for Local and Regional Media Inquiry announced 
Deadline for written submissions 13 May 

The Licensing Act 2003 Report to be published 14 May 
  

Defence 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Defence Support Group Report in preparation 

Helicopter capability Deadlines for submissions closed 
First Evidence session on 19 May 

MOD’S performance against expenditure plans Report in preparation 

Readiness and recuperation for the contingent tasks of 
today 

Report in preparation 

Russia: a new confrontation Report in preparation 

The Comprehensive Approach Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions closed 

The work of the Service Complaints Commissioner Report in preparation 

UK national security and resilience  Report in preparation 

  

Energy and Climate Change 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Low carbon technologies in a green economy Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions 15 May 

The future of Britain’s Electricity Networks Oral evidence in progress 

UK offshore oil and gas Report in preparation 

  

Environmental Audit 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Carbon Budgets Deadline for submissions closed 
First evidence session on 9 June 

Green jobs and skills Inquiry announced; Deadline for written submissions 
25 May 

Greening Government Oral evidence in progress 

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation Report in preparation 
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Reducing CO2 and other emissions from shipping Report in preparation 

The role of carbon markets in preventing dangerous 
climate change 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 12 May 

The scientific basis for carbon reduction targets Oral evidence concluded 

 

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Flood and Water Management Bill Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions closed 

Energy efficiency and fuel poverty (HC 1099, Session 
2007–08 – publication of written evidence) 

Report in preparation 

Flooding: the Government’s response to Sir Michael Pitt’s 
review 

Report in preparation 

Notifiable Animal Diseases Observatory Continuing scrutiny 

Ofwat’s price review 2009 Inquiry announced: Deadline for submissions closed 

Securing food supplies up to 2050: the challenges for the 
UK 

Oral evidence in progress 
 

Waste Strategy for England 2007 Report in preparation 

  

European Scrutiny 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Commission Communication: Driving European recovery Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 3 June 
 

Foreign Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Developments in the European Union Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 17 June 

Global Security: Afghanistan Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 14 May 

Global Security: Israel and Occupied Palestinian 
Territories 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 1 June 

Global Security: Non-Proliferation Report in preparation 

Global Security: The Middle East Oral evidence concluded 

Human Rights Annual Report 2008 Deadline for submissions closed 
First evidence session 20 May 

  

Health 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Alcohol Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 14 May 

Operating Framework for the NHS in England Oral evidence in progress 

Patient Safety Report in preparation 

Public Expenditure on Health and Personal Social 
Services 2008 

Oral evidence in progress  

Top-up fees Report to be published 12 May 
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Home Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Citizenship & Immigration Bill Report published 29 April 

Human Trafficking Report in preparation 

Knife Crime Report in preparation 

Managing Migration: Points-Based System Report in preparation 

Policing of G20 Protests Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 12 May 

Policing Process of Home Office leak inquiries Report in preparation 

The right of Gurkhas to settle in the UK Oral evidence concluded 
Report in preparation 

The work of the Home Office Oral evidence concluded 

  

Home Affairs Sub-Committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Project CONTEST: The Government’s Counter-
Terrorism Strategy 

Oral evidence in progress 
 

  

Joint Committee on Human Rights 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Business and human rights Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions closed 

Children’s Rights Oral evidence concluded 
Report in progress 

Counter-terrorism policy and human rights (CTP) Continuing scrutiny 

Immigration and Human Rights Oral evidence in progress 

Legislative Scrutiny Continuing scrutiny 
Report published 7 May 

Policing and Protest Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 12 May 

UK Legislation relating to Genocide, Torture and related 
offences 

Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions closed 

UN Convention Against Torture (UNCAT): allegations of 
abuse and mistreatment involving UK agents in Pakistan 

Oral evidence concluded 

  

Innovation, Universities, Science & Skills 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Pre-appointment hearing with Chair-elect of the 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence on 13 May 

Pre-appointment hearing with Chair-elect of the 
Economic and Social Research Council 

Oral evidence concluded 
Report in preparation 

Putting Science and Engineering at the Heart of 
Government Policy 

Oral evidence in progress 
 

Science Question Time Oral evidence in progress 

Students and Universities Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 11 May 

Subjects for Scrutiny: Have your say (First session: 
Capital investment for Further Education Colleges) 

One-off evidence session on 20 May 
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International Development 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Aid Under Pressure: Support for Development 
Assistance in Global Economic Downturn (incorp: 
Financing for Development) 

Report in preparation 

DFID’s Programme in Nigeria Inquiry to be resumed 
Deadline for submissions 22 May 

Sustainable Development in a Changing Climate Oral evidence concluded 
Report in preparation 

Urbanisation and Poverty Oral evidence in progress  
Evidence session on 12 May 

  

Justice  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Devolution: A Decade On Report in preparation 

Draft Sentencing Guidelines Continuing scrutiny 

Justice Issues in Europe Inquiry announced; Deadline for submission 1 June 

Justice Reinvestment Report in preparation 

Legal Services Board Oral evidence concluded 

The Role of the Prison Officer Oral evidence in progress 

The work of the Crown Prosecution Service Report in preparation 

  
 

Liaison  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Matters relating to select committees Continuing scrutiny 

  

Modernisation of the House of Commons 

Recall and Dissolution  Awaiting Report 

  

Northern Ireland Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Cross-border co-operation Oral evidence concluded 
Report in preparation 

Northern Ireland Human Rights Bill Oral evidence in progress 

Omagh: 10 years on  Oral evidence in progress 
Evidence session on 13 May 

Television Broadcasting Oral evidence in progress 

The Consultative Group on the Past Oral evidence in progress 

  

Procedure 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Written Parliamentary Questions Report in preparation 
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Public Accounts  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Animal Health Report in preparation 

Assessment of the Capability Reviews Programme One-off oral evidence session on 3 June 

Building the Capacity of the Third Sector Report in preparation 

Building schools for the future Report in preparation 

Central government’s management of service contracts Report published 28 April 

Crown Courts Administration Report in preparation 

Data loss at HM Revenue and Customs Report in preparation 

DEFRA Single Payment Scheme: follow-up Report in preparation 

DoH/NHS: End of life care Report in preparation 

Financial Management in the NHS: Report on the NHS 
Summarised accounts 2007/08 

Report in preparation 

Helping Government Learn/Innovation across Central 
Government 

One-off oral evidence session on 20 May 

Home Office financial Management Report One-off oral evidence session on 8 June 

HMRC: The Control and facilitation of imports Report in preparation 

Investing for development: the Department for 
International Development’s oversight of CDC Group plc 

Report published 30 April 

Leaving the Services Report in preparation 

Living accommodation for service families One-off oral evidence session on 13 May 

Maintaining the Occupied Royal Palaces Report in preparation 

Major Projects Report 2008 Report in preparation 

Maintenance of the Prison Estate One-off oral evidence session on 17 June 

Management of Asylum Applications by the UK Border 
Agency 

Report in preparation 

Management of tax debt/EDS Report in preparation 

Managing change in operational PFI projects Report in preparation 

MoD: Renewal of the nuclear deterrent Report in preparation 

Natural England’s Role in Improving the Condition of 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

Report in preparation 

Northern Rock Report in preparation 

Rail Franchising Report in preparation 

Pay modernisation in the NHS: Agenda for change Report in preparation 

Planning for Homes Report in preparation 

Post Offices One-off oral evidence session on 29 June 

Primary Schools: teaching mathematics Report published 7 May 

Radio Production Efficiency at the BBC Report in preparation 

Road Safety One-off oral evidence session on 10 June 

Securing Host Nation Sporting Success in 2012 Report in preparation 

Support for High Intensity operations One-off oral evidence session on 22 June 

Supporting Carers to care One-off oral evidence session on 18 May 

Supporting people with autism through adulthood One-off oral evidence session on 15 June 

Tackling Healthcare associated infections in hospitals One-off oral evidence session on 24 June 

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency’s Programme One-off oral evidence session on 1 June 
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The National Offender Management Information System  Report in preparation 

The Warm Front Scheme Report in preparation 

Type 45 Destroyer Report in preparation 

Use of office property by government departments Report in preparation 

  

Public Administration 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Charities & Public Benefit Oral evidence concluded 

Executive pay in the Public Sector Oral evidence in progress 

Good Government Report in preparation 

Leaks and Whistleblowing in Whitehall Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 12 May 

Official Language Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions closed 

Outside appointments in the Senior Civil Service Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 12 May 

  

Regulatory Reform 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Themes and Trends in Regulatory Reform Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 12 May 

  

Scottish Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Banking in Scotland Oral evidence in progress 

Credit Unions in Scotland Oral evidence concluded 

Crisis in Scottish press industry Oral evidence concluded 

Enforcement of the national Minimum Wage Oral evidence in progress 

Scotland and the European Union Oral evidence in progress 

Scottish transport links and the credit crunch Oral evidence in progress 

  

Transport 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Department for Transport Annual Report 2008 Report in preparation 

Pre-appointment hearing with Anna Walker, Chairman 
Designate of the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) 

Oral evidence concluded 
Report in preparation 

Rail fares and franchises Report in preparation 

Taxes and charges on road users Report in preparation 

The effects of adverse weather conditions on transport in 
the United Kingdom 

Report in preparation 

The enforcement activities of the Vehicle and Operator 
Services Agency (VOSA) 

Report in preparation 

The future of aviation Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 13 May 

The major road network Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 20 May 

Use of airspace Report in preparation 
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Treasury 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Banking Crises Oral evidence concluded 
Report in preparation 

Banking Crises: International Dimensions Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions closed 

  

Treasury Sub-committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Evaluating the efficiency programme Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 13 May 

  

Welsh Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Digital Inclusion Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 11 May 

English Language Broadcasting in Wales Written evidence invited:  
Deadline for submissions closed 

Legal Services Commission Cardiff Office Report in preparation 

  

Pre-legislative scrutiny of the proposed Legislative 
Competence Order in Council on Environment 

Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions 28 May 

Ports in Wales Written evidence invited;  
Deadline for submissions closed 

Pre-legislative scrutiny of the proposed legislative 
competence Order in Council dealing with carers 

Report in preparation 

Pre-legislative scrutiny of the proposed legislative 
competence Order in Council on the Welsh language 

Oral evidence in progress 
 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: 
Dealing with Vulnerable Children 

Inquiry announced; Deadline for submissions on  
28 May 

Provision of cross-border public services for Wales: 
Transport 

Oral evidence concluded 

The potential benefits of the 2012 Olympics and 
Paralympics for Wales 

Report in preparation 

  

Work & Pensions 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Autumn Performance Review Oral evidence concluded 

DWPs’ response to the economic downturn and the 
implications for welfare reform 

Oral evidence concluded 

Jobcentre Plus Oral evidence concluded 

Equality Bill: What steps should DWP take to achieve 
greater equality? 

Report published on 29 April 
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White Papers and Green Papers 
received since last Bulletin 

 
 
WHITE PAPERS are issued by the Government as statements of policy, and often set out proposals for legislative changes, 
which may be debated before a Bill is introduced. Some White Papers may invite comments. 
 
GREEN PAPERS set out for discussion, proposals which are still at a formative stage. 
Not all discussion papers are published and put on general release:  some are sent only to a predetermined list of consultees.  
This is a matter solely for the Department concerned. 
Papers to which an ISBN and price are appended are normally available through The Stationery Office.  For others, 
application should be made to the department concerned. External links provided in this section are correct as at the time of 
going to press, however they are not updated after that date. 
 
 
 
White Papers 
 
None   
   
 
 
Green Papers 
 
None   
   
 
 
Regulatory Impact Assessments received since the last Bulletin 
 
Date Title Contact 

 
7.5 Impact Assessment of European 

Community (EC) Conclusion of the 
UN Convention on Rights of 
Disabled People & accession to its 
Optional Protocol 

Sue Green 
Department of Work and Pensions 
Caxton House 
Tothill Street 
London 
SW1H 9DA 
Tel: 020 7449 5033 

 
 
Other Papers 
 
Department for Schools, Children and Families: The protection of children in England: action plan, The Government’s 
response to Lord Laming, Cm 7589, ISBN: 010 1758925, £14.35 
 
Ministry of Justice: Promoting Equality in Prisons and Probation: the National Offender Management Service, Single 
Equality Scheme 2009-2012, ISBN: 978 0956133717, REAG@hmps.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Ministry of Justice: Race Review 2008, Implementing Race Equality in Prisons - Five years On, ISBN: 978 0956133700, 
REAG@hmps.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Law Commission: Capital and Income in Trusts: Classification and Apportionment, HC 426, ISBN: 010 2959475, £26.50 
 
Home Office: Identity & Passport Office: National Identity Service Cost Report, May 2009 
 
Home Office: Identity & Passport Office: The Identity Card Act 2006, Draft Code of Practice on Civil Penalties 2009 
 
Home Office: Identity Cards Act Secondary Legislation: A Response to the Consultation 
 
Home Office: Identity and Passport Service: The National Identity Service: Delivery Update 2009 
 
Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman: Injustice unremedied: the Government’s response on Equitable Life, HC 
435, ISBN: 010 2959444, £5.50 
 
Twenty-First Report of the Independent Monitoring Commission, HC 496, ISBN: 010 2959673, £14.35 
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European Communities Documents to be considered 
EU documents recommended for debate by the European Scrutiny Committee 

  
 
Progress of documents to be considered by the House is noted in the “European Union Documents” list, in the Vote Bundle, 
and on the parliament website at:  www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeudoc/cmeudoc.htm. 
 
Members and others with access to the Parliamentary Information Management Services (PIMS) database can check the 
status and progress of EU documentation. 
 
Enquiries can be directed to the European Scrutiny Select Committee office on 020 7219 5467/1548. 
 
The European Scrutiny Select Committee meets each Wednesday at 2.30pm when the House is sitting.  Under Standing 
Order No. 143, the Committee examines:  “any proposal under the Community Treaties for legislation by the Council acting 
jointly with the European parliament”. This includes draft Regulations and Directives, Decisions of the Council and 
Budgetary documents.  The Committee examine the documents for political and legal implications, and decides whether it 
should be considered further in European Standing Committee, or for the most important documents, on the floor of the 
House.  Recommendations for further consideration are noted in the list of “Memoranda” in the days Votes and Proceedings.   
 
Reports of the European Scrutiny Committee are available from TSO or on the parliament website at:  
www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeuleg.htm 
 
For further information on EU Legislation and Scrutiny Procedures see HCIO Factsheet L11 produced by the  
House of Commons Information Office, available in hardcopy on request or to download from the Parliament website. 
 
COM documents are available for consultation in the 44 European Documentation Centres (most of which are in university 
libraries) or the 22 European Information Centres.    
 
SEC documents are not normally available for public consultation.  The occasional important one on policy issues may be 
available in the above centres. For information about your nearest ED or EIC Tel: 020 7973 1992 (London Office of the 
European Commission) or Tel: 01482 465941, (ED Librarian, University of Hull). 
 
Members of Parliament may obtain copies from the Vote Office by reference to the yellow demand form, quoting the number 
after the COM or SEC number. 
 
COM Documents and EC legislation are available from The Stationery Office.  Contact details are shown on the back cover 
of this Bulletin.  
 
European Union Website:  http://europa.eu/index_en.htm 
 
 
 
European Standing Committee A  
 
Climate Change Agreement (5892/09 and Addenda 1 to 3 14473/08) – to be considered 12.5.2009 
 
Compliance with Common Fisheries Policy (15869/08 and 15694/08 and Addenda 1 and 2) – awaiting consideration 
 
Minimum Stock of Crude Oil and/or Petroleum Products (15910/08 and Addenda 1 and 2) – to be considered 15.06.09 
 
Maritime Transport (5779/09 and 5775/09) – to be considered 11.5.2009 
 
 
European Standing Committee B 
 
External Service (5289/09) – to be considered 9.6.09 
 
Free Movement of EU workers (16162/09) – to be considered 19.5.2009 
 
Economic Recovery (7084/09 and Addendum 1) – awaiting consideration 
 
 
European Standing Committee C 
 
None 
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Early Day Motions tabled between 
4 – 8 May 2009 

 
 
Early Day Motion is a colloquial term for a notice given by a Member for which no date has been fixed for debate. 
This section records the date, number, primary sponsor and title of EDMs tabled in the last week.  
[R] denotes relevant interest declared 
 
For information about the text and signatories see ‘Notices of Motions’ section of the Vote Bundle, the EDM Database on the 
Parliament website or contact the House of Commons Information Office (Tel: 020 7219 4272) who will advise. 
 
For further information on Early Day Motions see HCIO Factsheet P3 produced by the House of Commons Information 
Office, available, in hardcopy on request or to download from the Parliament website. 
 
 
 

Date EDM Primary 
Sponsor 

Title 

5.5.09 1413 Mr James Plaskitt ASSOCIATION OF RESIDENTAIL LETTING AGENTS LICENSING 

5.5.09 1414 Mr Gordon Prentice POLLY TOYNBEE’S SALARY 

5.5.09 1415 David Heyes PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS FOR STATE RETIREMENT PENSION 

5.5.09 1416 Jenny Willott WELSH POLICE FORCE AND FUNDING 

5.5.09 1417 Mr George Howarth UNITED BISCUITS JOB LOSSES 

5.5.09 1418 Paul Rowen SALE OF ROSSENDALE TRANSPORT BUSES 

5.5.09 1419 Jo Swinson MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY CAMPAIGN AND THE TRAILBLAZERS 
REPORT 

5.5.09 1420 Mr Alan Meale RESTRUCTURING OF THE LEGAL SERVICES COMMISSION 

5.5.09 1421 Harry Cohen WOMEN’S PAY IN THE FINANCE SECTOR 

5.5.09 1422 Mr Roger Godstiff REPLACEMENT OF TRIDENT MISSILES 

5.5.09 1423 Dr Vincent Cable PARLIAMENTARY OMBUSMAN AND EQUITABLE LIFE 
POLICYHOLDERS 

5.5.09 1424 Simon Hughes NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION MARKET 

5.5.09 1425 Keith Vaz RACISM IN FOOTBALL 

5.5.09 1426 John McDonnell HEATHROW AIRPORT EXPANSION 

5.5.09 1427 MR Angus MacNeil EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND FISHING QUOTAS 

5.5.09 1428 John McDonnell BRITISH AIRPORTS AUTHORITY AND HEATHROW AIRPORT 
EXPANSION 

5.5.09 1429 Martin Salter SOUTH CENTRAL MUSCLE GROUP LAUNCH 

6.5.09 1430 Mr David Willetts ADULT LEARNERS’ WEEK 9 TO 15 MAY 

6.5.09 1431 Gwyn Prosser SAFETY IN NUMBERS FOR CYCLISTS 

6.5.09 1432 Mr Edward Vaizey LEHMAN-BACKED STRUCTURED PRODUCTS 

6.5.09 1433 Mr John Leech CAROL ANN DUFFY’S APPOINTMENT AS POET LAUREATE 

6.5.09 1434 Mr Ken Purchase WOLVERHAMPTON AND BILSTON TRADES COUNCIL MAY DAY 
CELEBRATION 

6.5.09 1435 Bob Russell MISS JOANNA LUMLEY 

6.5.09 1436 Mr Michael Clapham MINER’S KNEE 

6.5.09 1437 Bob Spink SPEED CAMERAS 

6.5.09 1438 Bob Spink VEHICLE NUMBER PLATE FLAGS (No. 2) 

6.5.09 1439 Paul Flynn UNIVERSITY OF WALES BUSINESS SUPPORT 

6.5.09 1440 Ms Sally Keeble REGULATION OF VULTURE FUNDS 
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Date EDM Primary 
Sponsor 

Title 

7.5.09 1441 Jeremy Corbyn DR BINAYAK SEN 

7.5.09 1442 Jeremy Corbyn RADIOACTIVE LEAKS FROM FASLANE NUCLEAR SUBMARINE BASE 

7.5.09 1443 Jeremy Corbyn MORDECHAI VANUNU 

7.5.09 1444 Nick Ainger SUPPLEMENTARY CHARGES FOR OXYGEN BY AIRLINES 

7.5.09 1445 Mr Andrew Dismore BARNET COUNCIL AND THE LIDBURY SQUARE DEVELOPMENT 
MILL HILL 

7.5.09 1446 Mr Lindsay Hoyle CENTENARY OF NAVAL AVIATION 

7.5.09 1447 Mr David Laws SCHOOL REPORT CARDS 

7.5.09 1448 Tim Farron PROTON THERAPHY TREATMENT 

7.5.09 1449 Mr Nigel Evans IDENTITY CARDS 

7.5.09 1450 Paul Rowen PRISONS AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR 

7.5.09 1451 John McDonnell TRADE UNION RECOGNITION BY NATIONAL EXPRESS IN NORTH 
AMERICA 

7.5.09 1452 John Bercow POLITICAL PRISONERS IN BURMA 

7.5.09 1453 Mr Mohammad Sarwar DETENTION OF PAKISTANI STUDENTS 

7.5.09 1454 Janet Anderson PROPOSED SALE OF ROSSENDALE TRANSPORT 
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State of the Parties in the House of Commons as at 8 May 2009 
 
 

Labour 350 Ulster Unionist 
(Lady Sylvia Hermon) 
 

1 

Conservative 193 Independent Labour 
(Clare Short) 
 

1 

Liberal Democrat 63 Independent Conservative  
(Derek Conway) 
 

1 

Scottish National Party / Plaid Cymru 
(SNP – Messrs Robertson, Salmond, Weir, 
Wishart, MacNeil, Hosie & Mason/ PC – 
Messrs Llwyd, Price, H Williams) 
 

10 Independent 
(Dr Richard Taylor, Dai Davies, Andrew 
Pelling, Robert Wareing, Bob Spink) 
 

5 

Democratic Unionist Party 
(Messrs Campbell, Dodds, Donaldson, McCrea, 
Paisley, P Robinson, Ms Iris Robinson, 
Simpson, Wilson) 
 

9 Respect 
(George Galloway) 
 

1 

Sinn Fein 
(Messrs Adams, Doherty, McGuinness, Murphy 
& Ms Gildernew) 

5 (Have not 
taken their 
seats and 
cannot vote) 
 

The Speaker and 3 Deputies 
(Sir Alan Haselhurst, CWM;  Mrs Sylvia 
Heal, 1st DCWM;  Sir Michael Lord, 2nd 
DCWM)  
 

4 (Do not 
normally 
vote) 

Social Democratic & Labour Party 
(Messrs Durkan, McDonnell, McGrady) 
 

3 Vacant seats 
 
 

 
Total number of seats 

 

0 
 
 
 
 
646 
 

  Current working Government Majority 
(350 Labour MPs less 287 of all other 
parties – excludes Speaker & Deputies and 
Sinn Fein) 

63 

 
 
The total number of women MPs is 125: (Lab 94; Con 17; LD 9; DU 1; SF 1; UU 1; DCWM 1; Ind Lab 1) 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
 
CWM – Chairman of Ways and Means 
1st DCWM – 1st Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means 
2nd DCWM – 2nd Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means 
 
 
Further information on Members of Parliament by Party, Constituency and Region can be found on the Parliament website  
at: www.parliament.uk/directories/directories.cfm 
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By-Elections and new MPs since the General Election of May 2005 
 
 
Vacancy Cause By –

Election 
 

New Member 
 
 

Date of 
introduction 

Maiden 
Speech 

Cheadle Death of Patsy Calton 
(LD) (29.5.2005) 
 

14.7.2005 Mark Hunter (LD) 19.07.2005 21.07.2005 

Livingston Death of Robin Cook 
(Lab) (6.8.2005) 
 

29.9.2005 Jim Devine (Lab) 10.10.2005 25.10.2005 

Dunfermline 
and West Fife 

Death of Rachel Squire 
(Lab) (5.1.2006) 
 

9.2.2006 Willie Rennie (LD) 13.02.2006 01.03.2006 

Blaenau 
Gwent 

Death of Peter Law (Ind) 
(25.4.2006) 
 

29.6.2006 Dai Davies (Ind) 04.07.2006 20.07.2006 

Bromley & 
Chislehurst 
 

Death of Eric Forth (Con) 
(18.5.2006) 

29.6.2006 Bob Neill (Con) 03.07.2006 19.07.2006 

Sedgefield Resignation of the Rt Hon 
Tony Blair (Lab) 
(27.6.2007) 
 

19.7.2007 Phil Wilson (Lab) 23.07.2007 08.10.2007 

Ealing 
Southall 

Death of Piara Khabra 
(Lab) 
(19.6.2007) 
 

19.7.2007 Virendra Kumar Sharma 
(Lab) 

23.07.2007 08.10.2007 

Crewe and 
Nantwich 

Death of Gwyneth 
Dunwoody (Lab) 
(17.4.2008) 
 

22.05.2008 Edward Timpson (Con) 02.06.2008 16.06.2008 

Henley Resignation of Boris 
Johnson (Con) (4.6.2008) 
 

26.06.2008 John Howell (Con) 30.06.2008 16.07.2008 

Haltemprice 
and Howden 

Resignation of David 
Davis (Con) (18.6.2008) 
 

10.07.2008 David Davis (Con) 14.07.2008 (5.11.1987) 

Glasgow East Resignation of David 
Marshall 
(Lab) (30.06.2008) 
 

24.07.2008 John Mason (SNP) 06.10.2008 13.10.2008 

Glenrothes Death of John MacDougall 
(Lab) (12.8.2008) 
 

06.11.2008 Lindsay Roy (Lab) 12.11.2008 08.12.2008 

 
 
 

For further information on the By-Election process see HCIO Factsheet M7 produced by the  
House of Commons Information Office, available in hardcopy on request or to download from the Parliament website. 
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Political Party Contacts 
 

LABOUR PARTY 
39 Victoria Street 
London   
SW1H 0HA 
Tel: 08705 900200 
www.labour.org.uk 
 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY 
107 McDonald Road 
Edinburgh   
EH7 4NW 
Tel:  0131 525 8900 
www.snp.org 

CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
Conservative Campaign Headquarters 
30 Millbank 
London  
SW1P 4DP 
Tel:  020 7222 9000 
www.conservatives.com 
 

PLAID CYMRU 
18 Park Grove 
Cardiff   
CF10 3BN 
Tel:  029 2064 6000 
www.plaidcymru.org 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
4 Cowley Street 
London  
SW1P 3NB 
Tel:  020 7222 7999 
www.libdems.org.uk 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC & 
LABOUR PARTY 
Cranmore House 
121 Ormeau Road 
Belfast   
BT7 1SH 
Tel:  028 9024 7700 
www.sdlp.ie/ 
 

SINN FEIN 
Sinn Fein 
53 Falls Road 
Belfast  
BT12 4PD 
Tel:  028 9022 3000 
www.sinnfein.ie 

ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY 
Cunningham House 
429 Holywood Road 
Belfast 
BT4 2LN 
Tel: 028 9076 5500 
www.uup.org 
 

DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY 
91 Dundela Avenue 
Belfast  
BT4 3BU 
Tel: 028 9052 1323 
www.dup.org.uk 

 
 
Individual Members of Parliament can be contacted at: House of Commons London SW1A 0AA Tel:  020 7219 3000 
 
 
The Weekly Information Bulletin is published on the parliamentary website at 4.00pm on Friday’s.  It can be found by following 
links from the home page at: www.parliament.uk 
 
Additional information available on the parliamentary website: 
 
 
• Commons and Lords Hansard (Official Report) by 

9.00am on the following day & Order Paper by 9.30am 
on sitting days 

 

• Weekly Information Bulletin and Sessional Information 
Digest since 1995-96 

• Public and Private Bills before Parliament by 3.30pm 
on the day of publication (since 2002/03) 

 

• Information about The House of Commons, Members of 
Parliament and the House of Lords 

 
• Select Committee press notices and publications since 

1997/98 
 

• Registers of Interests for Members', Lords, Journalists and 
All-Party Groups  

• Early Day Motions since 1997/98 
 

• Parliamentary Education Service for schools 

• Links to: Acts of Parliament since 1837 
 

• House of Commons Information Office services 
 

• Links to: Statutory Instruments since 1987 
 

• The Parliamentary Archives services 

• Standing Orders of the House of Commons - Public 
Business & Private Business  

 

• Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology 
publications 
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Address Book 
 
 

 
 
House of Commons Information Office 
House of Commons, 
London  SW1A 2TT 
tel:  020 7219 4272 
fax: 020 7219 5839 
e-mail: hcinfo@parliament.uk  
 
(Please note that messages for MPs cannot be accepted) 
 
Hours: Mon - Thur     9.00am - 6.00pm 
 Fri                   9.00am - 4.30pm 

 
(During Recess) 

                 Mon - Thur     9.00am - 5.00pm 
 Fri                   9.00am - 4.00pm 

 
 

House of Lords Information Office 
House of Lords,  
London  SW1A 0PW 
tel:  020 7219 3107 
fax: 020 7219 0620 
e-mail: hlinfo@parliament.uk 
 
Hours: Mon - Thur     10.00am - 6.00pm 
 Friday             10.00am - 4.00pm 

 
(During Recess) 
Mon - Fri       10.00am - 1.00pm  
                        2.00pm - 4.00pm  

 
 
Education Service 
Houses of Parliament, London SW1A 2TT 
tel: 020 7219 2105 
Booking line: 020 7219 4496 
fax: 020 7219 0818 
e-mail: education@parliament.uk 
www.parliament.uk/education 
 
 
Parliamentary Archives 
Houses of Parliament 
London SW1A 0PW 
tel: 020 7219 3074 
fax: 020 7219 2570 
e-mail: archives@parliament.uk 
Catalogue: www.portcullis.parliament.uk 
www.parliament.uk/archives 
 
 
Committee Office 
House of Commons 
London SW1A 0AA 
tel: 020 7219 3267/4300 (general enquiry lines) 
 

 
 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
Mr John Lyon CB 
House of Commons 
London SW1A OAA 
tel: 020 7219 0320 
fax: 020 7219 0490 
e-mail: lyonj@parliament.uk 
 
The Commissioner has responsibility for receiving and 
investigating complaints about the conduct of Members 
 
 
London Assembly 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
London SE1 2AA 
tel: 020 7983 4000 
www.london.gov.uk 
 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
Parliament Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast  BT4 3XX 
tel: 028 90 521137 
fax: 028 90 521961 
www.niassembly.gov.uk 
 
 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
tel: 0131 348 5000 
www.scottish.parliament.uk  
 
 
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff  
CF99 1NA 
tel: 029 20 898 200 
www.assemblywales.org 
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Selective Index to the Weekly Information Bulletin 
 
 

Booklist – Issue 1 p49 
Budget – date of the 2009 Budget Statement, Issue 14 (Noticeboard)  
By-elections and new MPs since the General Election of May 2005 – Issue 4 p58 
HM Government – Issue 1 p64 
Her Majesty’s Official Opposition – Issue 1 p73; Issue 5 (Noticeboard) 
House of Commons: Principal Officers – Issue 1 p95 
Information on the House of Commons – Issue 1 p49 
Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Team – Issue 1 p78; Issue 4 (Noticeboard) 
Members of Parliament – Issue 1 p51 
Order of Oral Questions – This issue p3 
Parliament Summer Opening – This issue (Noticeboard) 
Party Conferences 2009 – This issue (Noticeboard) 
Private Members Bills – dates for the Private Members Bill Ballot and allocated Fridays, This issue (Noticeboard) 
Recess dates – This issue (Noticeboard) 
Select Committee Membership (Full List) – Issue 1 p84 
-  Administration – Issue 6 p34, Issue 8 p36; Issue 10 p37; Issue 14 p42 
-  Business and Enterprise Committee – Issue 5 p32 
-  Children, Schools and Families – Issue 6 p34 
-  Communities and Local Government – Issue 11 p39 
-  Defence – Issue 5 p32 
-  Energy and Climate Change – Issue 5 p32 
-  Environmental Audit Committee – Issue 4 p32 
-  Finance and Services – Issue 8 p36 
-  International Development Committee – Issue 5 p32, Issue 11 p39 
- Joint Committee Consolidated etc. Bills – Issue 2 p33 
- Joint Committee Human Rights – Issue 3 p33 
- Joint Committee on Statutory Instruments – Issue 2 p33; Issue 15 p39 
- Joint Committee on Tax Law Rewrite Bills – Issue 3 p33; Issue 4 p32 
- Justice – Issue 15 p39 
- Members' Allowances – Issue 8 p36 
- Procedure Committee – Issue 5 p32 
- Public Accounts – Issue 8 p36 
- Regional Select Committees  

- East of England – Issue 10 p37; Issue 13 p39 
- East Midlands – Issue 10 p37; Issue 11 p39 
- North East  – Issue 10 p37; Issue 12 p39; Issue 15 p39 
- North West – Issue 10 p37; Issue 11 p39 
- South East – Issue 10 p37; Issue 11 p39 
- South West – Issue 10 p37; Issue 11 p39 
- West Midlands – Issue 10 p37; Issue 11 p39 
-Yorkshire – Issue 10 p37 

- Scottish Affairs – Issue 7 p34 
- Speaker’s Conference – Issue 4 p32 
- Standards and Privileges – Issue 12 p39 
- Transport Committee – Issue 5 p32 
- Treasury – Issue 4 p32; Issue 8 p36 
- Visits to the House of Commons – Issue 1 p96 
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