
Weekly Information Bulletin 

 
Forthcoming General Committee Meetings 

2 – 6 March 2009 
 
 

Monday 2 March 
 
 
EC B   Mandates of EU Special Representatives (Unnumbered Explanatory Memorandum dated  

14 January 2009), 4.30pm, Room 10 
 
1st DLC  Draft Department for Transport (Fees) Order 2009, 4.30pm, Room 9 
 
3rd DLC  Draft Official Statistics Order 2009, 4.30pm, Room 12 
 
 

Tuesday 3 March 
 
 
PBC  Coroners and Justice Bill, 10.30am & 4.00pm, Room 14 
 
PBC  Welfare Reform Bill, 10.30am & 4.00pm, Room 9 
 
PBC  Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill, 10.30am & 4.00pm, The Grimond Room  
 
EC A EU Document Nos. 15927/08 relating to European Energy Networks and 15944/08 and Addenda 1 to 4, 

15904/08, 15905/08, 15923/08, 15906/IC1/08, 15907/08 and 15908/08 relating to Second Strategy 
Energy Review, 4.30pm, Room 10  

 
4th DLC  Draft Road Safety (Financial Penalty Deposit) (Appropriate Amount) Order 2009, 10.30am, Room 11 
 
5th DLC  Draft Employment Tribunals Act 1996 (Tribunal Composition) Order 2009, 4.30pm, Room 12 
 
 

Wednesday 4 March 
 
 
6th DLC  Draft Pneumoconiosis etc. (Workers’ Compensation) (Payment of Claims) (Amendment)  

Regulations 2009, 2.30pm, Room 9 
 

7th DLC  Draft Social Security (Contributions) (Re-rating) Order 2009 and draft Social Security  
(Contributions) (Amendment No. 2) Regulations 2009, 2.30pm, Room 12 

 
 

Thursday 5 March 
 
 
PBC  Coroners and Justice Bill, 9.00am & 1.00pm, Room 14 
 
PBC  Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill, 9.00am & 1.00pm, The Grimond Room 
 
8th DLC  Draft Financial Assistance for Industry (Increase of Limit) Order 2009, 8.55am, Room 9 
 
 

Friday 6 March  
 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
Please note: This list is correct as at press (12 noon Friday).  
The time and location of general committee meetings may be changed at short notice.  
Further enquiries may be made to the Committee Office general enquiry lines, Tel. 020 7219 3267/4300/0284 



Weekly Information Bulletin 

Select Committees 
 
A complete list of Select Committee membership and a Factsheet (P2) on the work of Select Committees is available on request 
from the House of Commons Information Office.  The list and Factsheet are also on the Parliament website at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm 
 
An index to the Select Committee home pages together with links to further pages containing information about their work 
and publications is on the Parliament website at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/parliamentary_committees16.cfm 

 
 
Membership: 
 
None 
 
 

Select Committee Meetings 
23 – 27 February 2009 

 

Monday 23 February 
 

Business and Enterprise  
Subject: Exporting out of Recession. 
Witnesses: Lord Jones of Birmingham. 
 
Public Accounts 
Subject: Building Schools for the Future. 
Witnesses: David Bell, Permanent Secretary, Department for Children, Schools and Families, and Tim Byles, Chief 
Executive, Partnerships for Schools. 
 

Tuesday 24 February 
 

Environmental Audit 
Subject: Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Deforestation. 
Witnesses: Tom Griffiths, Co-ordinator, Finance Programme, Forest Peoples Programme, Saskia Ozinga, Campaign Co-
ordinator, FERN and Fiona Watson, Campaign Co-ordinator, Survival International. 
 
Business and Enterprise  
Subject: Independent Review of the UK Postal Services Sector. 
Witnesses: Nigel Stapleton, Chairman, and Tim Brown, Chief Executive, Postcomm; Adam Crozier, Chief Executive, and 
Alex Smith, Strategy and Commercial Director, Royal Mail. 
 
Defence 
Subject: Russia: A New Confrontation? 
Witnesses: Edward Lucas, The Economist; Professor Margot Light, Professor Emeritus, International Relations Department, 
London School of Economics and James Sherr, Head, Russia and Eurasia Programme, Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, Chatham House 
 
Welsh Affairs 
Subject: The Provision of Cross-border Public Services for Wales. 
Witnesses: Birmingham International Airport and Liverpool John Lennon Airport. 
 
Culture, Media and Sport 
Subject: Press Standards, Privacy and Libel. 
Witnesses: Charles Russell LLP, Foot Anstey Solicitors, Reynolds Porter Chamberlain LLP and Marcus Partington, 
Chairman, Media Lawyers Association; Carter-Ruck Solicitors, Russell, Jones & Walker Solicitors, Swan Turton Solicitors 
and Schillings Lawyers.  
 
Home Affairs 
Subject: Knife Crime. 
Witnesses: Howard League for Penal Reform; My Generation. 
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Joint Committee on Human Rights 
Subject: UK Bill of Rights and the Work of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission. 
Witnesses: Professor Monica McWilliams, Chief Commissioner, Professor Colin Harvey, Commissioner and Dr Nazia Latif, 
Investigations Policy and Research Worker, Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission. 
 
Justice 
Subject: The work of the Crown Prosecution Service 
Witnesses: Keir Starmer QC, Director of Public Prosecutions, and Peter Lewis, Chief Executive, Crown Prosecution Service
 

Wednesday 25 February 
 

Justice 
Subject: Legal Services Board. 
Witnesses: David Edmonds, Chairman, and Chris Kenny, Chief Executive, Legal Services Board. 
 
Innovation, Universities and Skills Sub Committee 
Subject: Putting Science and Engineering at the Heart of Government Policy. 
Witnesses: Professor David Fisk, Imperial College London, Professor Lord Krebs, University of Oxford, Professor Julia 
King, Aston University, and Professor Lord Rees, President, Royal Society; Dr Tim Bradshaw, Confederation of British 
Industry, Professor Dame Janet Finch, Council for Science and Technology, Baroness Onora O’Neill, British Academy and 
Judy Britton, GO-Science. 
 
Treasury 
Subject: Banking Crisis. 
Witnesses: Lord Turner, Chairman and Hector Sants, Chief Executive, Financial Services Authority, and Loretta Minghella, 
Chief Executive, Financial Services Compensation Scheme. 
 
Transport 
Subject: (i) Rail Fares and Franchises (ii) Use of Airspace. 
Witnesses: (i) Lord Adonis, Minister of State, Department for Transport (ii) Aviation Environment Federation, Campaign to 
Protect Rural England and 2M Group; Airbus, The Boeing Company and Society of British Aerospace Companies. 
 
Foreign Affairs 
Subject: Global Security: Afghanistan. 
Witnesses: Colonel Christopher Langton, International Institute for Strategic Studies, Professor Theo Farrell, King’s College 
London; Professor Shaun Gregory, University of Bradford, Sean Langan, Journalist. 
 
Northern Ireland Affairs 
Subject: Consultative Group on the Past. 
Witnesses: Lord Eames, Co-Chair and Denis Bradley, Co-Chair, Consultative Group on the Past. 
 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Subject: Securing Food Supplies up to 2050: The Challenges for the UK. 
Witnesses: Tesco, Unilever and the Food and Drink Federation.  
 
Public Accounts 
Subject: Radio Production Efficiency at the BBC. 
Witnesses: Jeremy Peat, Trustee, BBC Trust, Mark Thompson, Director General, and Tim Davie, Director, Audio and 
Music, BBC. 
 

Thursday 26 February 
 

Public Administration 
Subject: Good Government. 
Witnesses: Rt Hon Liam Byrne MP, Minister for the Cabinet Office. 
 
Treasury 
Subject: Banking Crisis. 
Witnesses: Mervyn King, Governor, Paul Tucker, Deputy Governor elect, Financial Stability, Andy Haldane, Executive 
Director, Financial Stability, and Andrew Bailey, Executive Director, Banking and Chief Cashier, Bank of England. 
 

Friday 27 February 

None 
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Forthcoming Select Committee Meetings 
2 – 6 March 2009 

 
 

Monday 2 March 

 

Welsh Affairs 
Subject: Proposed Draft National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) 
(Social Welfare) Order 2009 relating to Carers 
Witnesses: Gwenda Thomas AM, Deputy Minister for Social Services, Welsh 
Assembly Government; Wayne David MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, 
Wales Office (at 5:00pm) 
 

4:15pm Committee Room 
8, Palace of 
Westminster 

Public Accounts* 
Subject: Pay modernisation in the NHS: Agenda for change 
Witnesses: David Nicholson CBE, NHS Chief Executive, Clare Chapman, Director 
General of Workforce, Department of Health and Michael Griffin, Executive Director 
of Human Resources, Kings College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 
 

4:30pm Committee Room 
15, Palace of 
Westminster 

Communities and Local Government  
Subject: Traditional Retail Markets 
Witnesses: Ann Coffey MP, Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Markets Group; Dr 
Sophie Watson, Professor of Sociology, Open University (at 5.00 p.m.); National 
Market Traders’ Federation, Association of Town Centre Management and National 
Farmers’ Retail and Markets Association (at 5:25 p.m.) 
 

4:40pm The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

 

Tuesday 3 March 

 

Treasury* 
Subject: Banking Crisis 
Witnesses: Glenn Moreno, Chairman and John Kingman, Chief Executive, UK 
Financial Investments Ltd 
 

9:45am The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Environmental Audit 
Subject: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation 
Witnesses: Michael Foster MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, DfID; Joan 
Ruddock MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary, DECC; Huw Irranca-Davies MP, 
Minister for the Natural and Marine Environment, Wildlife and Rural Affairs, Defra 
  

10:20am Committee Room 
15, Palace of 
Westminster 

International Development 
Subject: Sustainable Development in a Changing Climate 
Witnesses: Jodie Keane, Research Officer, International Economic Development 
Group, and Leo Peskett, Research Fellow, Climate Change, Environment and Forests 
Group, Overseas Development Institute; WWF (at 11:15am) 
 

10:30am Committee Room 
8, Palace of 
Westminster 

Home Affairs 
Subject: (i) Managing Migration: Points-Based System;  
(ii) The Visa Entry Clearance Process 
Witnesses: (i) Professor Paul Wellings, Universities UK and Vice-Chancellor, 
Lancaster University, and Simeon Underwood, Registrar, London School of 
Economics and Political Science; Louise De Winter, Director, National Campaign for 
the Arts, Malcolm Clay, Secretary, Association of Circus Proprietors, and Ruth 
Jarratt, Director of Policy Development, Royal Opera House (at 11:15am) 
(ii) Meg Hillier MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Identity, Home 
Office 
 

10:30am The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 
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Welsh Affairs 
Subject: Digital Inclusion in Wales 
Witnesses: Dr Neil Selwyn and Dr Ben Anderson; Ofcom (at 11:15am) 
 

10:30am Committee Room 
6, Palace of 
Westminster 

Speaker’s Conference* 
Witnesses: Peter Facey, Director, and Alexandra Runswick, Deputy Director, Unlock 
Democracy; Sarah Veale, Head of Equality and Employment Rights, and Narmada 
Thiranagama, Policy Officer (Women’s Equality), TUC (at 11:10am); Trevor 
Phillips, Chairman, Equality and Human Rights Commission (at 11:35am) 
  

10:45am The Boothroyd 
Room,  Portcullis 
House 
 

 

Justice 
Subject: Office for Criminal Justice Reform 
Witnesses: Jonathan Slater, Acting Chief Executive, and Catherine Lee, Director, 
Delivery and Communications, Office for Criminal Justice Reform, Ministry of 
Justice 
 

4:15pm The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

 

Wednesday 4 March 

 

International Development 
Subject: Aid Under Pressure: Support For  Development Assistance in a Global 
Economic Downturn 
Witnesses: Dambisa Moyo; Neil McCulloch, Fellow, Institute of Development 
Studies, Dr David McNair, Senior Economic Justice Adviser, Christian Aid, and Dr 
Dirk Willem de Velde, Programme Leader (Investment and Growth), Overseas 
Development Institute (at 10:30am) 
 

9:45am Committee Room 
15, Palace of 
Westminster 

Energy and Climate Change*  
Subject: The work of the Committee on Climate Change 
Witnesses: Lord Turner of Ecchinswell, Chair, and David Kennedy, Chief Executive, 
Committee on Climate Change 
 

10:30am The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Scottish Affairs 
Subject: Banking in Scotland 
Witnesses: Scottish Trades Union Congress and Unite the union; Scottish Financial 
Enterprise (at 3:15pm) 
 

2:15pm Committee Room 
16, Palace of 
Westminster 

Foreign Affairs 
Subject: Global Security: The Middle East 
Witnesses: Bill Rammell MP, Minister of State, and Dr John Jenkins, Director, 
Middle East, FCO 
 

2:30pm The Grimond 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Transport 
Subject: The use of air space 
Witnesses: British Airways, Virgin Atlantic Airways and International Air Transport 
Association; Ministry of Defence (at 3:30pm) 
 

2:45pm The Boothroyd 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Public Accounts* 
Subject: Management of Asylum Applications by the UK Border Agency 
Witnesses: Sir David Normington KCB, Permanent Secretary, Home Office, Lin 
Homer, Chief Executive and Matthew Coats, Head of Immigration, UK Border 
Agency, Home Office 
 

3:30pm Committee Room 
15, Palace of 
Westminster 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Subject: Securing food supplies up to 2050: the challenges for the UK 
Witnesses: National Farmers’ Union and Country Land and Business Association, 
National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations 
  

4:45pm The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 
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Thursday 5 March 

 

Public Administration 
Subject: Leaks and Whistleblowing in Whitehall/Outside appointments to the Senior 
Civil Service 
Witnesses: Janet Paraskeva, First Civil Service Commissioner and Richard Jarvis, 
Head of Independent Offices, Office of the Civil Service Commissioners 
 

10:00am The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Health 
Subject: Patient Safety 
Witnesses: Professor Sir Ian Kennedy, Chairman, Healthcare Commission, Baroness 
Young of Old Scone, Chair, Care Quality Commission, and Dr Bill Moyes, Executive 
Chairman, Monitor; Finlay Scott, Chief Executive, General Medical Council and 
Steve Walker, Chief Executive, NHS Litigation Authority; Geoffrey Podger, Chief 
Executive, Health and Safety Executive, and Professor Kent Woods, Chief Executive, 
Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency 
 

10:00am The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

 

Friday 6 March 

None 
 
 
All public select committee meetings are webcast 
Select committees marked with * will be taken by BBC Parliament 
Please note: The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded, and the place altered without notice. 
Committees which sit at short notice may not be included in this list. 
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House of Lords Committees: Forthcoming Public Meetings 
2 – 6 March 2009 

Further enquiries about Lords Committees can be made to the Lords Committee Office: 020 7219 2940 
 

 

Monday 2 March 

 

EU Sub-Committee B: Internal Market   
Subject: The Recast of the First Railway Package 
Witnesses: Paul Plummer, Director, Planning and Regulation, Network Rail, and Michael Robson, 
Secretary General, European Infrastructure Managers. 

4:05pm 

 

Tuesday 3 March 

 

EU Sub-Committee A: Economic and Financial Affairs, and International Trade  
Subject: EU Financial Regulation 
Witnesses: Mr Antonio Sainz de Vicuna, European Central Bank. 
 

10:35am 

Economic Affairs 
Subject: Banking Supervision and Regulation 
Witnesses: Robert Reoch, Reoch Consulting; Paul Taylor and Charles Prescott, Fitch; Frédéric 
Drevon, Moody’s Investor Services; Ian Bell, Standard and Poor’s; John Hitchins, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers; Brendan Nelson, KPMG; Oliver Grundy, Deloitte. 

3:35pm 

 

Wednesday 4 March 

 

EU Sub-Committee F: Home Affairs 
Subject: Money Laundering and the Financing of Terrorism 
Witnesses: Des Hudson, Chief Executive, Law Society; Felicity Banks, Head of Business Law, 
Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW); Richard Cook, Director of 
Financial Crime, and Sally Scutt, Deputy Chief Executive, British Bankers’ Association. 
 

10:40am 

Constitution 
Subject: Emergency Legislation 
Witnesses: Lord Baker of Dorking. 

11:00am 

 

Thursday 5 March 

 

EU Sub-Committee C: Foreign Affairs, Defence and Development Policy  
Subject: EU and China 
Witnesses: Charles Grant, Centre for European Reform on the EU and Isobel Hilton, from China 
Dialogue. 

10:35am 

 

Friday 6 March 

 

None 
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Select Committees: Publications received since the last Bulletin 
 
All publications are available from The Stationery Office. 
HC numbers refer to House of Commons papers session 2008-09 unless otherwise stated. 
Cm numbers refer to papers in the Command series. 
HLP numbers refer to House of Lords papers. 
Select Committee Reports (Section B) are also on the parliamentary website http://www.parliament.uk 
NAO & NIAO Reports are the forerunner of Public Accounts Committee inquiries. 
 
 
(A) Select Committee Evidence 
 
 

(B) Select Committee Reports 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper and 
ISBN  
 

Price 
£ 
 

23.2 Communities 
and Local 
Government 

3rd, Housing and the Credit Crunch HC 101 
0215 526526 

24.50 

25.2 European 
Scrutiny 

8th, Report of Session 2008-09 HC 19-vii 
0215 526588 

13.50 

24.2 Public Accounts 12th, Selection of the new Comptroller and Auditor 
General 

HC 256 
0215 526564 

8.50 

Date 
Received 

Committee Subject Witnesses
 

Date 
Heard 

Paper No
and ISBN 

Price
£ 

26.2 Defence Defence Equipment 
2009 

See HC 107  
for full list of witnesses 
between 18.11.08 - 16.12.08 
 

- HC 107 
0215 526540 

22.00 

17.2 Home Affairs The Work of the Home 
Office 

Rt Hon Jacqui Smith MP 13.11.08 HC 1191-i 
(2007-08) 
0215 526496 
 

5.50 

17.2 Home Affairs Immigration Issues Mr Phil Woolas MP 
Ms Lin Homer 

20.11.08 HC 1199-i 
(2007-08) 
0215 526489 
 

5.50 

19.2 International 
Development 

DFID Annual Report 
2008 
Volume I: Report 
Volume II: Oral and 
written evidence 

See HC 220-II  
for full list of witnesses 
between 9.7.08 – 30.10.08 
 

- HC 220-I 
0215 526472 
 
HC 220-II 
0215 526502 
 

12.00 
 
 
13.00 

26.2 Public 
Accounts 

Widening participation 
in higher education 

Mr Ian Watmore 
Professor David Eastwood 
Sir Martin Harris 
 

20.10.08 
 

HC 226 
0215 526557 

12.00 

24.2 Treasury Appointment of Paul 
Tucker as Deputy 
Governor of the Bank of 
England for Financial 
Stability 
 

Paul Tucker 
 

21.1.09 21.1.08 
0215 526571 

6.00 

16.2 Welsh Affairs Globalisation and Its 
Impact on Wales 
Volume II: Oral and 
written evidence 
 

See HC 184-II  
for full list of witnesses 
between 30.1.07 - 26.2.08 

- HC 184-II 
0215 526342 

45.00 
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26.2             Standards and 
Privileges 

5th, Mr Gordon Brown HC 279 
0215 526595 

10.50 

16.2 Welsh Affairs 2nd, Globalisation and its Impact on Wales HC 184-I 
0215 526373 

15.50 

23.2 Welsh Affairs 3rd, Proposed National Assembly for Wales (Legislative 
Competence) (Agriculture and Rural Development) Order 
2008 
 

HC 5 
0215 526533 

11.00 

26.2 Welsh Affairs 4th, Work of the Committee Session 2007-08 HC 252 
0215 526519 

8.50 

 
(C) Government Responses to Select Committee Reports 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper or Cm 
No of response 
 

Price 
£ 
 

23.2 Business and 
Enterprise 

14th, Departmental Annual Report and Scrutiny of the 
Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform [HC 1116, 2007-08] 

Cm 7559 
010 1755924 

5.50 

16.2 Business and 
Enterprise 

13th, Companies House [HC 456, 2007-08] HC 206 
0215 526434 

4.50 

18.2 Children, Schools 
and Families 

4th, The Draft Apprenticeship Bill [HC 1082, 2007-08] HC 259 
0215 526458 

4.50 

26.2 Home Affairs 7th, Policing in the 21st Century  
[HC 364, session 2007-08] 

Cm 7553 
010 1755320 

9.50 

16.2 Innovation, 
Universities, 
Science and 
Skills 

7th, Pre-legislative Scrutiny of the Draft 
Apprenticeships Bill [HC 1062, I-II, 2007-08] 

HC 262 
0215 526465 

6.00 

18.2 International 
Development 

12th, HIV/AIDS: DFID’s New Strategy  
[HC 1068 I-II, 2007-08] 

HC 235 
0215 526441 

6.00 

17.2 Joint Committee 
on Statutory 
Instruments 

2nd, Scrutinising Statutory Instruments: Departmental 
Returns, 2007 [HC 915, 2007-08] 

HC 260 
010 4014349 

10.00 

 
 
(D)   National Audit Office (NAO): Northern Ireland Audit Office (NIAO) 
 
 
Date 
Received 

Title 
 

Paper No 
and ISBN 

Price 
£ 

25.2 Department for Work and Pensions 
Supporting Carers to Care 

HC 130 
010 2954630 

14.35 

26.2 General Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General for 2008 HC 133 
010 2954609 

14.35 

 
 
The Stationery Office (TSO) All papers listed in this section can be ordered from the Stationery Office. 
Contact details are shown on the back cover of this Bulletin 
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Select Committees: Current Inquiries 
 
Select Committee evidence is published as a House of Commons Paper; there is generally a delay of 4-6 weeks before the material is 
available.  When published it is also made available on the Parliament website.  All HC paper numbers shown are from the 2008-09 session 
unless otherwise stated.  Select Committees may also publish uncorrected transcripts of Ministers’ evidence on the website as soon as the 
transcript is available.  Hard copies of Select Committee publications can be purchased from The Stationery Office, contact details are 
shown on the back page of this bulletin.   
The website address for Select Committee publications is: 
http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm/cmselect.htm 
More details of current Select Committee inquiries can be found on the Parliament website: 
http://www.parliament.uk/what_s_on/hoc_news4.cfm 
 
 
Committee on Arms Export Controls 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Strategic Export Controls  Oral evidence in progress 

  

Business and Enterprise Committee  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Creating a Higher Value-Added Economy Report in preparation 

Financial support to SMEs Report in preparation 

The Insolvency Service  Report in preparation 

Post Offices - securing their future  Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 24 March 

PubCos Report in preparation 

Role and responsibilities of the regional development 
agencies 

Report in preparation 

  

Children, Schools and Families  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Diversity of Schools Provision: Trust Schools  Oral evidence in progress 

Early Years Foundation Stage One-off evidence completed 

Looked-after Children Report in preparation 

National Curriculum Report in preparation 

National Curriculum Tests Oral evidence concluded 

School Accountability Inquiry announced: Deadline for submissions closed 

Sustainable Schools and Building Schools for the Future Oral evidence concluded 

Teacher Training Inquiry announced: Deadline for submissions closed 

The work of Ofsted Oral evidence concluded 
 

The Work of the Department for Children, Schools and 
Families 

Oral evidence concluded 
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Communities & Local Government  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Communities and Local Government’s Departmental 
Annual Report 2008 

Report published on 24 February 

Housing and the Credit Crunch Report published on 24 February 

Local Authority Investments  Oral evidence concluded 

The Balance of Power: Central and Local Government Report in preparation 

The Tenant Services Authority  Inquiry announced 

Traditional Retail Markets Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 2 March 

  

Culture, Media & Sport 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Commercial Operations of the BBC Report in preparation  

London 2012 Games Continuing scrutiny 

Press Standards, Privacy and Libel Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 10 March 

The Licensing Act 2003 Report in preparation 
  

Defence 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Defence Equipment  Report published 26 February 

Defence Support Group Report in preparation 

MOD’S performance against expenditure plans Report in preparation 

Readiness and recuperation for the contingent tasks of 
today 

Oral evidence in progress 
 

Russia: a new confrontation Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 17 March 

UK national security and resilience  Report in preparation 

  

Energy and Climate Change 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

  

The future of Britain’s electricity networks Inquiry announced 

The work of the Committee on Climate Change One-off oral evidence session on 4 March 

The work of the Department of Energy and Climate 
Change 

Oral evidence concluded 

UK offshore oil and gas Inquiry announced 

  

Environmental Audit 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Carbon budgets One off evidence session concluded 

Forests: the future role of carbon markets in their 
protection and the timber trade 

Inquiry announced 
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Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 3 March 

Reducing CO2 and other emissions from shipping Report in preparation 

The 2008 Pre-Budget Report Report in preparation 

The role of carbon markets in preventing dangerous 
climate change 

Oral evidence in progress 
Evidence session on 31 March 

The scientific basis for carbon reduction targets Oral evidence concluded 

 

Environmental Audit Sub-Committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Environmental Labelling Report in preparation 

  

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Defra science Invitation to help frame inquiry 

Energy efficiency and fuel poverty (HC 1099, Session 
2007–08 – publication of written evidence) 

Report in preparation 

Flooding: the Government’s response to Sir Michael Pitt’s 
review 

Oral evidence concluded 

Notifiable Animal Diseases Observatory Continuing scrutiny 

Ofwat’s price review 2009 Inquiry announced: Deadline for submissions closed 

Securing food supplies up to 2050: the challenges for the 
UK 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 4 March 
 

Waste Strategy for England 2007 Report in preparation 

  

Foreign Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Developments in the European Union Oral evidence in progress 

Global Security: Afghanistan 
 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 25 March 

Global Security: Middle East Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 4 March 

Global Security: Non-Proliferation Oral evidence in progress 

  

Health 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Alcohol Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 
Deadline for submissions 12 March 

Health Inequalities Report in preparation  

Patient Safety Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 5 March  

Public Expenditure on Health and Personal Social 
Services 2008 

Oral evidence in progress  

Top-up fees Report in preparation 
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Home Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Citizenship & Immigration Bill Oral evidence concluded 

Human Trafficking Report in preparation 

Immigration Issues One-off oral evidence session concluded 

Knife Crime Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 10 March 

Managing Migration: Points-Based System Oral evidence in progress  
Next evidence session on 3 March 

Police Authorities Oral session concluded 

Policing Process of Home Office leak inquiries Oral evidence in progress 

The rights of Gurkhas to settle in the UK Oral evidence concluded 

Wheel Clamping on Private Land  Inquiry announced   

The work of the Home Office Oral evidence concluded 

  

Home Affairs Sub-Committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Project CONTEST: The Government’s Counter-
Terrorism Strategy 

Oral evidence in progress 
 

  

Joint Committee on Human Rights 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

British Bill of Rights Oral evidence concluded 

Children’s Rights Written evidence invited: Deadline for submissions 
closed 

Counter-terrorism policy an dhuman rights (CTP) Report published on 27 February 

Immigration and Human Rights Oral evidence in progress 

Legislative Scrutiny Continuing scrutiny 

Policing and Protest Report in preparation 

UK Legislation relating to Genocide, Torture and related 
offences 

Written evidence invited: Deadline for submissions 13 
March 

UN Convention Against Torture (UNCAT): allegations of 
abuse and mistreatment involving UK agents in Pakistan 

Oral evidence in progress 

  

Innovation, Universities, Science & Skills 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Engineering (incorporating Plastic Electronics, Nuclear, 
Geo-Engineering and Engineering in Government case 
studies) 

Report in preparation 
 

Putting Science and Engineering at the Heart of 
Government Policy 

Oral evidence in progress 

Science and Technology Facilities Council One-off oral evidence concluded 

Science Question Time Oral evidence in progress 

Students and Universities Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 9 March 
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International Development 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Aid Under Pressure: Support for Development 
Assistance in Global Economic Downturn (incorp: 
Financing for Development) 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 4 March 

DFID and China  Report in preparation 

DFID’s Programme in Nigeria Inquiry to be resumed 

Financing for Development 
 

One-off oral evidence session concluded 

Sustainable Development in a Changing Climate Oral evidence in progress 
Next session 3 March 

  

Joint Committee on the Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Constitutional Renewal Bill  Oral evidence in progress   

  

Joint Committee on the Draft Marine Bill 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Marine Bill Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Justice  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Devolution: A Decade On Report in preparation 

Draft Sentencing Guidelines Continuing scrutiny 

Justice Reinvestment Report in preparation 

Legal Services Board Oral evidence concluded 

Office for Criminal Justice Reform One-off oral evidence session on 3 March 

The Role of the Prison Officer Oral evidence in progress 

The work of the Crown Prosecution Service Oral evidence in progress 

  

Liaison  
 

INQUIRY 
 

STAGE & NOTES 

Matters relating to select committees Continuing scrutiny 
 

Northern Ireland Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

The Consultative Group on the Past Oral evidence in progress 

Inquiry into Cross-border  
co-operation 

Oral evidence in progress 
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Public Accounts  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Animal Health One-off oral evidence session on 18 March 

Assessment of the Capability Reviews Programme One-off oral evidence session on 25 March 

Building schools for the future Report in preparation 

Central government’s management of service contracts Report in preparation 

Crown Courts Administration One-off oral evidence session on 16 March 

Data loss at HM Revenue and Customs Report in preparation 

DEFRA Single Payment Scheme: follow-up Report in preparation 

Department for International Development: CDC - 
Investing to reduce poverty 

One-off oral evidence session announced 

DoH/NHS: End of life care Report in preparation 

DWP: Complaint handling Report in preparation 

Financial Management in the NHS: Report on the NHS 
Summarised accounts 2007/08 

Report in preparation 

HMRC: The Control and facilitation of imports One-off oral evidence session on 9 March 

HMRC Standard Report Report in preparation 

Independent Police Complaints Commission  Report in preparation 

Leaving the Services Report in preparation 

Maintaining the Occupied Royal Palaces Report in preparation 

Major Projects Report 2008 Report in preparation 

Management of Asylum Applications by the UK Border 
Agency 

One-off oral evidence session on 4 March 

Management of tax debt/EDS Report in preparation 

Managing change in operational PFI projects Report in preparation 

MoD: Renewal of the nuclear deterrent Report in preparation 

Natural England’s Role in Improving the Condition of 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

Report in preparation 

Nomination of the new Comptroller and Auditor General Report published 24 February 

Northern Rock One-off oral evidence session on 30 March 

Rail Franchising Report in preparation 

Pay modernisation in the NHS: Agenda for change One-off oral evidence session on 2 March 

Planning for Homes Report in preparation 

Programmes to reduce household energy consumption Report in preparation 

Protecting the public: the work of the Parole Board Report in preparation 

Radio Production Efficiency at the BBC Report in preparation 

Securing Host Nation Sporting Success in 2012 Report in preparation 

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency’s Programme One-off oral evidence session on 1 April 

The Warm Front Scheme One-off oral evidence session on 11 March 

Type 45 Destroyer One-off oral evidence session 23 March 

Use of office property by government departments Report in preparation 

Widening participation in higher education Report published 26 February 
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Public Administration 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Charities & Public Benefit Oral evidence concluded 

Equitable Life Report in preparation 

Good Government Oral evidence concluded 

Leaks and Whistleblowing in Whitehall Oral evidence in progress 
Next session on 5 March 

Outside appointments in the Senior Civil Service Oral evidence in progress 
Evidence session on 5 March 

  

Regulatory Reform 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Themes and Trends in Regulatory Reform Written evidence invited: Deadline for submissions 
closed 

  

Scottish Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Banking in Scotland Oral evidence in progress 
Evidence session on 4 March 

Credit Unions in Scotland Oral evidence in progress  

Commission on Scottish Devolution  Oral evidence concluded 

Equality and Human Rights Commission in Scotland One-off oral evidence session concluded 
 

Scotland and the European Union Oral evidence in progress 

  

Transport 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Department for Transport Annual Report 2008 Report in preparation 

Network Rail engineering delays over the new year 
period 

Oral evidence concluded: report in preparation 

Rail fares and franchises Oral evidence concluded 

School Travel Report in preparation 

Taxes and charges on road users Oral evidence concluded 

The enforcement activities of the Vehicle and Operator 
Services Agency (VOSA) 

Report in preparation 

The future of aviation Inquiry announced: Deadline for written submissions 
closed 

The major road network Oral evidence in progress 

The use of airspace Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 4 March 
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Treasury 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Banking Crises Oral evidence in progress 

Economics of Housing Market Oral evidence concluded 

Offshore Financial Centres   Oral evidence in progress  

Oil Regulation Oral evidence in progress 

Regulation of Oil Markets Inquiry announced  

The work of the FSA in 2007-08 Oral evidence in progress 

  

Welsh Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Digital Inclusion in Wales  Oral evidence in progress 
Evidence session 3 March 

Legal Services Commission Cardiff Office Inquiry announced: Deadline for written submissions 
closed 

Pre-legislative scrutiny of the proposed legislative 
competence Order in Council dealing with carers 

Oral evidence in progress 
Evidence session 2 March 

Pre-legislative scrutiny of the proposed legislative 
competence Order in Council on the Welsh language 

Written evidence invited: Deadline for submissions 4 
March 
 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: 
Dealing with Vulnerable Children 

Inquiry announced 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: 
relating to red meat 

Report to be published on 23 February 

Provision of cross-border public services for Wales: 
Transport 

Oral evidence in progress 

The potential benefits of the 2012 Olympics and 
Paralympics for Wales 

Oral evidence concluded 
 

Work of the Committee 2007-08 Report published on 26 February 

  

Work & Pensions 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Department for Work and Pensions’ commissioning 
strategy and the employment programme market 

Report to be published on 5 March 

DWPs’ response to the economic downturn and the 
implications for welfare reform 

Oral evidence concluded 

Equality Bill: What steps should DWP take to achieve 
greater equality? 

Oral evidence concluded 

Pension, Disability and Carers Service Evidence published  

The work of the DWP’s inquiry into the underlying causes 
of construction fatalities 

One-off oral evidence session concluded 
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White Papers and Green Papers 
received since last Bulletin 

 
WHITE PAPERS are issued by the Government as statements of policy, and often set out proposals for legislative changes, 
which may be debated before a Bill is introduced. Some White Papers may invite comments. 
GREEN PAPERS set out for discussion, proposals which are still at a formative stage. 
Not all discussion papers are published and put on general release:  some are sent only to a predetermined list of consultees.  
This is a matter solely for the Department concerned. 
Papers to which an ISBN and price are appended are normally available through The Stationery Office.  For others, 
application should be made to the department concerned. External links provided in this section are correct as at the time of 
going to press, however they are not updated after that date. 
 
White Papers 
 
None   
   
 
Green Papers 
 
None   
   
 
Regulatory Impact Assessments received since the last Bulletin 
 
Date Title Contact 

 
16.2 Impact Assessment of the Harbour 

Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Amendment) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 
2008 

Colin Morris 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London, SW1P 4DR 
Tel: 0207 944 5077 
 

16.2 Impact Assessment of proposals for 
amending the Renewable Transport 
Fuels Obligation Order 

Sam Waugh 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London, SW1P 4DR 
Tel: 0207 944 5283 
 
 

16.2 Impact Assessment of ending Direct 
Charging at 6 BAA Airports 

Jeremy Ketley 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London, SW1P 4DR 
Tel: 0207 944 5114 
 

16.2 Impact Assessment of Retrofitting 
of Mirrors to Increase the Field of 
Indirect Vision (Blind Spot) of 
Goods Vehicles 

Brian Greenway 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London, SW1P 4DR 
Tel: 0207 944 2115 
 

16.2 Impact Assessment of the Graduated 
Fixed penalty and Deposit Schemes 
including Immobilisation 

Joanne Wake 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London, SW1P 4DR 
Tel: 0207 944 2115 
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16.2 Impact Assessment of the Merchant 
Shipping (Prevention of Pullotion 
by Sewage and Garbage from Ships) 
Regulations 2008 

Lorraine Weller  
Maritime and Coastguards Agency 
Spring Place 
105 Commercial Road 
Southampton  
Hants, SO15 1EG 
Tel: 02380 329 503 
Email: lorraine.weller@mcga.gov.uk 
 

 
Other Papers 
 
Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform: The Future of the Universal Postal Service in the UK, Cm 7560,  
ISBN: 010 1756020, £7.95 
 
HM Treasury: Central Government Supply Estimates 2008-09, HC 265, ISBN: 010 2958706, £14.35 
 
HM Treasury: Central Government Supply Estimates 2007-08 Statement of Excesses, HC 215, ISBN: 010 2958607, £7.95 
 
Ministry of Justice: Publication of candidates’ addresses at UK Parliamentary elections, Response to Consultation. 
Copies available from the Ministry of Justice Tel: 020 3334 3778 and Ministry of Justice website: www.justice.gov.uk 
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European Communities Documents to be considered 
EU documents recommended for debate by the European Scrutiny Committee 

 
Progress of documents to be considered by the House is noted in the “European Union Documents” list, in the Vote Bundle, 
and on the parliament website at:  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeudoc/cmeudoc.htm. 
 
Members and others with access to the PIMS database can check the status and progress of EU documentation. 
 
Enquiries can be directed to the European Scrutiny Select Committee office on 020 7219 5467/1548. 
The European Scrutiny Select Committee meets each Wednesday at 2.30pm when the House is sitting.  Under Standing 
Order No. 143, the Committee examines:  “any proposal under the Community Treaties for legislation by the Council acting 
jointly with the European parliament”. 
This includes draft Regulations and Directives, Decisions of the Council and Budgetary documents.  The Committee 
examine the documents for political and legal implications, and decides whether it should be considered further in European 
Standing Committee, or for the most important documents, on the floor of the House.  Recommendations for further 
consideration are noted in the list of “Memoranda” in the days Votes and Proceedings.  Reports of the European Scrutiny 
Committee are available from TSO or on the parliament website at:  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeuleg.htm 
For information on the House of Commons and European Communities Legislation see HCIO Factsheet L11. 
 
COM documents are available for consultation in the 44 European Documentation Centres (most of which are in university 
libraries) or the 22 European Information Centres.   
SEC documents are not normally available for public consultation.  The occasional important one on policy issues may be 
available in the above centres. 
For information about your nearest ED or EIC Tel: 020 7973 1992 (London Office of the European Commission) or  
Tel: 01482 465941, (ED Librarian, University of Hull). 
Members of Parliament may obtain copies from the Vote Office by reference to the yellow demand form, quoting the number 
after the COM or SEC number. 
COM Documents and EC legislation are available from The Stationery Office as ScanFax items, which are supplied as loose-
leaf pages. They are printed from an optical disc system.  Prices start from £5.10 (incl. VAT @17.5%) for an item of up to 4 
pages. Prices include free delivery by fax, or by first class post. 
Orders can be placed using a Stationery Office account number, credit card, or cheque in advance.  Please telephone  
The Stationery Office on Tel: 020 7873 8372/8496, or Fax 020 7873 8416 
European Union Website:  http://www.europa.eu.int/index_en.htm 
 
European Standing Committee A  
 
European Energy Networks (15927/08) – to be considered 3.3.2009 
 
Second Strategy Energy Review (15944/08 and Addenda 1 – 4) – to be considered 3.3.2009 
 
Control of Ozone-Depleting Substances (12832/08 and Addenda 1 to 3) – to be considered 10.3.2009 
 
European Standing Committee B 
 
Mandates of EU Special Representatives (Unnumbered Explanatory Memorandum  
dated 14 January 2009) – to be considered 2.3.2009 
 
European Security and Defence Policy (16686/08 and 17104/08) – awaiting consideration 
 
Pre-Accession Assistance: The Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) (15620/08 and 17210/08 and  
Addendum 1) – to be considered 23.3.2009 
 
EU and the Arctic Region (Com (08) 763) – awaiting consideration 
 
 
European Standing Committee C 
 
None 
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Early Day Motions tabled between 
23 – 27 February 2009 

 
Early Day Motion is a colloquial term for a notice given by a Member for which no date has been fixed for debate. 
This section records the date, number, primary sponsor and title of EDMs tabled in the last week.  
[R] denotes relevant interest declared 
For information about the text and signatories see ‘Notices of Motions’ section of the Vote Bundle, the EDM Database at 
http://www.parliament.uk or contact the House of Commons Information Office (Tel: 020 7219 4272) who will advise. 
For Information on Early Day Motions see HCIO Factsheet P3 at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm 
 
 

Date EDM Primary 
Sponsor 

Title 

12.2.09 808 John McDonnell WORKFARE SCHEMES 

23.2.09 809 John McDonnell SOUTHERN CROSS CARE HOMES 

23.2.09 810 Eric Joyce DR ALISON DES FORGES 

23.2.09 811 Mr Nigel Evans BRITISH FILM INDUSTRY AND THE 2009 OSCARS 

23.2.09 812 Dr Ian Gibson EATING DISORDERS AWARENESS WEEK (No. 2) 

23.2.09 813 Dr Ian Gibson NO SMOKING DAY 2009 

23.2.09 814 Dr Rudi Vis DEPORTATIONS TO THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

23.2.09 815 Mr Lindsay Hoyle MICHAEL JENNING 

23.2.09 816 Mr Stewart Jackson RETAINED FIREFIGHTERS IN ENGLAND AND THE WORKING TIME 
DIRECTIVE 

23.2.09 817 Norman Baker BUSH FIRES IN AUSTRALIA (No. 2) 

23.2.09 818 Keith Vaz RAPELAY VIDEO GAME 

23.2.09 819 Bob Spink HON. MEMBERS’ OFFICE AND PAY ARRANGEMENTS 

23.2.09 820 Bob Spink ENERGY PRICE DIFFERENTIALS 

23.2.09 821 Bob Spink VEHICLE NUMBER PLATE FLAGS 

23.2.09 822 Mr James Gray STEM CELL TRANSPLANTATION FOR PEOPLE WITH RELAPSING 
REMITTING MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 

23.2.09 823 Bob Spink EQUITABLE LIFE COMPENSATION (No. 2) 

23.2.09 824 Mr Adrian Sanders TAX CREDIT FRAUD AND ERROR 

23.2.09 825 Mr Roger Godsiff RECOGNITION OF BANGLA AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS 

23.2.09 826 Mr David Anderson STEPS RESEARCH INTO DEVELOPMENT DYSPLASIA OF THE HIP 

23.2.09 827 Bob Spink THAMES GATEWAY FUNDING FOR CASTLE POINT 

23.2.09 828 Daniel Kawczynski ASSISTANCE FOR PENSIONERS 

23.2.09 829 John Mann LONDON DECLARATION ON COMBATING ANTI-SEMITISM 

23.2.09 830 Mr Andrew Pelling NORTHERN ROCK LENDING 

23.2.09 831 Mr Eddie McGrady INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT 

23.2.09 832 Mr Austin Mitchell STRIKE ACTION AT THE YORKSHIRE POST 

23.2.09 833 John McDonnell TRADE UNION RIGHTS IN HONDURAS 

23.2.09 834 Mr Neil Gerrard WORKFORCE MODERNISATION IN THE PRISON SERVICE 

23.2.09 835 John McDonnell JOB REDUCTIONS AT THE INDEPENDENT 

23.2.09 836 John Hemming HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION 

23.2.09 837 Mr Alex Salmond ABERDEEN HELICOPTER INCIDENT 

23.2.09 838 Mr Alex Salmond ANDY MURRAY 
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23.2.09 839 Stewart Hosie REAL HELP NOW WEBSITE 

23.2.09 840 John Mason APPRENTICESHIPS IN GLASGOW 

23.2.09 841 Mr Alex Salmond 1296 (TURRIFF) SQUADRON 

23.2.09 842 Mr Angus MacNeil PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE 

23.2.09 843 John Mason CLOSURE OF PARKHEAD FIRE STATIONS 

23.2.09 844 Mr Peter Kilfoyle ONCOLOGY SERVICES ON MERSEYSIDE 

23.2.09 845 Andrew George DEFORESTATION, CLIMATE CHANGE AND LIVESTOCK 

23.2.09 846 Paul Flynn FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN 

23.2.09 847 Paul Flynn FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN (No. 2) 

23.2.09 848 Paul Flynn FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN (No. 3) 

23.2.09 849 Paul Flynn FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN (No. 4) 

23.2.09 850 Paul Flynn FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN (No. 5) 

23.2.09 851 Paul Flynn FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN (No. 6) 

23.2.09 852 Paul Flynn FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN (No. 7) 

23.2.09 853 Paul Flynn FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN (No. 8) 

23.2.09 854 Mr Gordon Marsden BLACKPOOL FIRE: TALBOT SQUARE AND CLIFTON STREET 

23.2.09 855 Stephen Williams BRISTOL PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 

24.2.09 856 David Mundell BORDER TELEVISION 

24.2.09 857 Shona McIsaac RETROSPECTIVE RATES ON PORT BUSINESSES 

24.2.09 858 Mr Roger Williams ELIZABETH PROSSER 

24.2.09 859 Mr Eddie McGrady TAXATION OF ANNUITIES 

24.2.09 860 Mr Parmjit Dhanda DEAN FOREST RAILWAY 

24.2.09 861 Colin Burgon HUGO CHAVEZ AND VENEZUELA’S CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFERENDUM 

24.2.09 862 Mr Bernard Jenkin JOHNSTON INQUIRY REPORT 

24.2.09 863 Mr John Leech POLICE INTERPRETERS 

24.2.09 864 John Battle SEND MY FRIEND TO SCHOOL CAMPAIGN 2009 

24.2.09 865 Mr David Cameron RATING AND VALUATION (S.I., 2009, No. 204) 

24.2.09 866 Mr Alan Meale VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

24.2.09 867 Mr David Chaytor TESTING OF PUPILS AT 11 YEARS AND SOCIAL MOBILITY 

24.2.09 868 Nigel Griffiths TARGETS FOR 2020 IN THE CLIMATE CHANGE ACT 2008 

24.2.09 869 Ms Karen Buck INJURIES TO AIRPORT BAGGAGE HANDLERS 

24.2.09 870 Ms Angela C. Smith  WOODHEAD LINE AND THE TRANS-PENNINE RAIL LINKS 

24.2.09 871 Mark Durkan SALARY THRESHOLD FOR REPAYMENT OF STUDENT LOANS 

24.2.09 872 Andrew Mackinlay CONTINGENT LIABILITY ON DEFENCE REVIEW TRAINING COSTS 

24.2.09 873 Dr Nick Palmer LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANT FORMULA 

24.2.09 874 Andrew George SERVICES FOR SEVERELY DISABLED CHILDREN, ADULTS AND 
THEIR CARERS 

24.2.09 875 John McDonnell FREE EDUCATION 

24.2.09 876 John McDonnell BBC WORLD SERVICE 

24.2.09 877 John McDonnell GOVERNMENT OFFICES FOR THE REGIONS 

24.2.09 878 Mr Michael Clapham WORK OF MRS NANCY TAIT MBE 

24.2.09 879 Mr Michael Clapham ACTION MESOTHELIOMA 2009 CAMPAIGN 
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25.2.09 880 Martin Horwood ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

25.2.09 881 Alan Keen LOW PAY IN THE PREMIER LEAGUE 

25.2.09 882 Mr Jeremy Browne ORGAN DONATION 

25.2.09 883 Keith Vaz INCREASE IN NEW CASES OF DIABETES 

25.2.09 884 Mr Martin Caton HEART OF WALES LINE 

25.2.09 885 Mike Penning DISPLAY OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

25.2.09 886 Dan Rogerson CORNISH READING WAVE INITIATIVE 

25.2.09 887 Mr Gregory Campbell POLITICIANS AND THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN 

25.2.09 888 Tim Farron 30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY 

25.2.09 889 Tim Farron WHY SCIENCE MATTERS FOR FARMING 

25.2.09 890 Julia Goldsworthy EUROPEAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND 

25.2.09 891 Mr Dai Davies NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 

25.2.09 892 Mr Dai Davies CABINET MINISTERS AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

25.2.09 893 Mr Mike Hancock ANNIVERSARY OF THE KHOJALY MASSACRE 

25.2.09 894 John Austin FINES AND THE BCC 

25.2.09 895 Mr Edward Vaizey LONDON FASHION WEEK 

25.2.09 896 Mr Edward Vaizey BRITISH OSCAR WINNERS AND NOMINEES 

25.2.09 897 David Simpson NORTHERN IRELAND CHILDREN’S COMMISSIONER 

25.2.09 898 Jeremy Corbyn INQUIRY INTO DEATH OF PAT FINUCANE 

25.2.09 899 Lynne Featherstone INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

26.2.09 900 Ian Gibson MORE THAN MY ILLNESS AND CARE FOR CHILDREN WITH CANCER 

26.2.09 901 Willie Rennie POST OFFICE CLOSURES 

26.2.09 902 Willie Rennie POST OFFICE CLOSURES (No. 2) 

26.2.09 903 Willie Rennie POST OFFICE CLOSURES (No. 3) 

26.2.09 904 Lindsay Hoyle CENTRICA’S PROFITS 

26.2.09 905 Lindsay Hoyle SALERIES OF SENIOR EXECUTIVES OF INDUSTRY REGULATORS 

26.2.09 906 Mark Oaten FUNDING FOR NATIONAL FLOOD FORUM 

26.2.09 907 Mark Oaten DETENTION OF ABDULLAH OCALAN 

26.2.09 908 Tom Levitt SLIMMING WORLD’S LETS BEAT OBESITY TOGETHER CAMPAIGN 

26.2.09 909 Colin Challen INTERNATIONAL RENEWABLE ENERGY AGENCY 

26.2.09 910 Bob Russell CONGESTION CHARGE PAYMENT MACHINES 

26.2.09 911 Richard Taylor SANDS WHY 17? CAMPAIGN 

26.2.09 912 Jim Dobbin UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABLITIES 
(No. 2) 

26.2.09 913 Richard Younger-Ross VIONNET DRESSES 

26.2.09 914 Evan Harris RARE DISEASES DAY 

26.2.09 915 Jeremy Corbyn TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

26.2.09 916 John McDonnell SUPPORT FOR LOCAL JOURNALISM 

26.2.09 917 John Mann ANTI-SEMITISM ON THE INTERNET 

26.2.09 918 John Austin NATIONAL HOUSING FEDERATION AND PREPAYMENT METER 
COSTOMERS 

26.2.09 919 John Austin COMMONWEALTH DAY 2009 AND THE COMMONWEALTH AT 60 
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State of the Parties in the House of Commons as at 27 February 2009 
 
 

Labour 350 Ulster Unionist 
(Lady Sylvia Hermon) 
 

1 

Conservative 193 Independent Labour 
(Clare Short) 
 

1 

Liberal Democrat 63 Independent Conservative  
(Derek Conway) 
 

1 

Scottish National Party / Plaid Cymru 
(SNP – Messrs Robertson, Salmond, Weir, 
Wishart, MacNeil, Hosie & Mason/ PC – 
Messrs Llwyd, Price, H Williams) 
 

10 Independent 
(Dr Richard Taylor, Dai Davies, Andrew 
Pelling, Robert Wareing, Bob Spink) 
 

5 

Democratic Unionist Party 
(Messrs Campbell, Dodds, Donaldson, McCrea, 
Paisley, P Robinson, Ms Iris Robinson, 
Simpson, Wilson) 
 

9 Respect 
(George Galloway) 
 

1 

Sinn Fein 
(Messrs Adams, Doherty, McGuinness, Murphy 
& Ms Gildernew) 

5 (Have not 
taken their 
seats and 
cannot vote) 
 

The Speaker and 3 Deputies 
(Sir Alan Haselhurst, CWM;  Mrs Sylvia 
Heal, 1st DCWM;  Sir Michael Lord, 2nd 
DCWM)  
 

4 (Do not 
normally 
vote) 

Social Democratic & Labour Party 
(Messrs Durkan, McDonnell, McGrady) 
 

3 Vacant seats 
 
 

 
Total number of seats 

 

0 
 
 
 
 
646 
 

  Current working Government Majority 
(350 Labour MPs less 287 of all other 
parties – excludes Speaker & Deputies and 
Sinn Fein) 

63 

 
 
The total number of women MPs is 125: (Lab 94; Con 17; LD 9; DU 1; SF 1; UU 1; DCWM 1; Ind Lab 1) 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
 
CWM – Chairman of Ways and Means 
1st DCWM – 1st Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means 
2nd DCWM – 2nd Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means 
 
 
Further information about Members of Parliament by Party, Constituency and Region can be found on the parliamentary 
website at the following: http://www.parliament.uk/directories/directories.cfm 
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By-Elections and new MPs since the General Election of May 2005 
 
 
Vacancy Cause By –

Election 
 

New Member 
 
 

Date of 
introduction 

Maiden 
Speech 

Cheadle Death of Patsy Calton 
(LD) (29.5.2005) 
 

14.7.2005 Mark Hunter (LD) 19.07.2005 21.07.2005 

Livingston Death of Robin Cook 
(Lab) (6.8.2005) 
 

29.9.2005 Jim Devine (Lab) 10.10.2005 25.10.2005 

Dunfermline 
and West Fife 

Death of Rachel Squire 
(Lab) (5.1.2006) 
 

9.2.2006 Willie Rennie (LD) 13.02.2006 01.03.2006 

Blaenau 
Gwent 

Death of Peter Law (Ind) 
(25.4.2006) 
 

29.6.2006 Dai Davies (Ind) 04.07.2006 20.07.2006 

Bromley & 
Chislehurst 
 

Death of Eric Forth (Con) 
(18.5.2006) 

29.6.2006 Bob Neill (Con) 03.07.2006 19.07.2006 

Sedgefield Resignation of the Rt Hon 
Tony Blair (Lab) 
(27.6.2007) 
 

19.7.2007 Phil Wilson (Lab) 23.07.2007 08.10.2007 

Ealing 
Southall 

Death of Piara Khabra 
(Lab) 
(19.6.2007) 
 

19.7.2007 Virendra Kumar Sharma 
(Lab) 

23.07.2007 08.10.2007 

Crewe and 
Nantwich 

Death of Gwyneth 
Dunwoody (Lab) 
(17.4.2008) 
 

22.05.2008 Edward Timpson (Con) 02.06.2008 16.06.2008 

Henley Resignation of Boris 
Johnson (Con) (4.6.2008) 
 

26.06.2008 John Howell (Con) 30.06.2008 16.07.2008 

Haltemprice 
and Howden 

Resignation of David 
Davis (Con) (18.6.2008) 
 

10.07.2008 David Davis (Con) 14.07.2008 (5.11.1987) 

Glasgow East Resignation of David 
Marshall 
(Lab) (30.06.2008) 
 

24.07.2008 John Mason (SNP) 06.10.2008 13.10.2008 

Glenrothes Death of John MacDougall 
(Lab) (12.8.2008) 
 

06.11.2008 Lindsay Roy (Lab) 12.11.2008 08.12.2008 

 
 
 

Further information about the By-Election process can be found in the House of Commons Information Office Factsheet  
M7 Parliamentary Elections on the parliamentary website at the following: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm 
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Political Party Contacts 
 

LABOUR PARTY 
39 Victoria Street 
London   
SW1H 0HA 
Tel: 08705 900200 
http://www.labour.org.uk 
 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY 
107 McDonald Road 
Edinburgh   
EH7 4NW 
Tel:  0131 525 8900 
http://www.snp.org 

CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
Conservative Campaign Headquarters 
30 Millbank 
London  
SW1P 4DP 
Tel:  020 7222 9000 
http://www.conservatives.com 
 

PLAID CYMRU 
18 Park Grove 
Cardiff   
CF10 3BN 
Tel:  029 2064 6000 
http://www.plaidcymru.org 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
4 Cowley Street 
London  
SW1P 3NB 
Tel:  020 7222 7999 
http://www.libdems.org.uk 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC & 
LABOUR PARTY 
Cranmore House 
121 Ormeau Road 
Belfast   
BT7 1SH 
Tel:  028 9024 7700 
http://www.sdlp.ie/ 
 

SINN FEIN 
Sinn Fein 
53 Falls Road 
Belfast  
BT12 4PD 
Tel:  028 9022 3000 
http://www.sinnfein.ie 

ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY 
Cunningham House 
429 Holywood Road 
Belfast 
BT4 2LN 
Tel: 028 9076 5500 
http://www.uup.org 
 

DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY 
91 Dundela Avenue 
Belfast  
BT4 3BU 
Tel: 028 9052 1323 
http://www.dup.org.uk 

 
 
Individual Members of Parliament can be contacted at: House of Commons London SW1A 0AA Tel:  020 7219 3000 
 
 
The Weekly Information Bulletin is published on the parliamentary website at 4.00pm on Friday’s.  It can be found by following 
links from the home page at: http://www.parliament.uk 
 
Additional information available on the parliamentary website: 
 
 
• Commons and Lords Hansard (Official Report) by 

9.00am on the following day & Order Paper by 9.30am 
on sitting days 

 

• Weekly Information Bulletin and Sessional Information 
Digest since 1995-96 

• Public and Private Bills before Parliament by 3.30pm 
on the day of publication (since 2002/03) 

 

• Information about The House of Commons, Members of 
Parliament and the House of Lords 

 
• Select Committee press notices and publications since 

1997/98 
 

• Registers of Interests for Members', Lords, Journalists and 
All-Party Groups  

• Early Day Motions since 1997/98 
 

• Parliamentary Education Service for schools 

• Links to: Acts of Parliament since 1837 
 

• House of Commons Information Office services 
 

• Links to: Statutory Instruments since 1987 
 

• The Parliamentary Archives services 

• Standing Orders of the House of Commons - Public 
Business & Private Business  

 

• Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology 
publications 
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Address Book 
 

For information about the HOUSE OF COMMONS,  
or further information contained in this BULLETIN 
 
 
House of Commons Information Office 
House of Commons, 
London  SW1A 2TT 
tel:  020 7219 4272 
fax: 020 7219 5839 
e-mail: hcinfo@parliament.uk  
(Please note that messages for MPs cannot be accepted) 
 
HOURS: Monday - Thursday 9.00 am – 6.00pm 
 Friday 9.00am - 4.30 pm 

(During recess 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday – 
Thursday, 9.00am – 4.00pm Friday)  

                         
For information about the HOUSE OF LORDS: 
 
House of Lords Information Office 
House of Lords, London  SW1A 0PW 
tel:  020 7219 3107 
fax: 020 7219 0620 
e-mail: hlinfo@parliament.uk 
 
HOURS: Monday - Thursday 10.00am – 6.00pm 
 Friday 10.00am – 4.00pm 

(During Recess 10.00am – 1.00pm and 2.00pm – 
4.00pm Monday - Friday) 

 
Information for SCHOOLS, TEACHERS AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE: 
 
Education Service 
Houses of Parliament, London SW1A 2TT 
tel: 020 7219 2105 
Booking line: 020 7219 4496 
fax: 020 7219 0818 
e-mail: education@parliament.uk 
Website: http://www.parliament.uk/education 
 
For information about the archives and history of both 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT: 
 
Parliamentary Archives 
Houses of Parliament 
London SW1A 0PW 
tel: 020 7219 3074 
fax: 020 7219 2570 
e-mail: archives@parliament.uk 
Website: www.parliament.uk/archives 
Catalogue: www.portcullis.parliament.uk 
 
For Information about SELECT COMMITTEE ACTIVITY: 
 
Committee Office 
House of Commons 
London SW1A 0AA 
tel: 020 7219 3267/4300 (general enquiry lines) 
 

For information about the PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMISSIONER FOR STANDARDS 
 
 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
Mr John Lyon CB 
House of Commons 
London SW1A OAA 
tel: 020 7219 0320 
fax: 020 7219 0490 
e-mail: lyonj@parliament.uk 
The Commissioner has responsibility for receiving and 
investigating complaints about the conduct of Members 
 
 
DEVOLVED PARLIAMENT AND ASSEMBLIES 
 
For information about the NORTHERN IRELAND 
ASSEMBLY: 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
Parliament Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast  BT4 3XX 
tel: 028 90 521137 
fax: 028 90 521961 
Website: http://www.niassembly.gov.uk 
 
 
For information about the SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT: 
 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
tel: 0131 348 5000 
Website: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk  
 
 
For information about the WELSH ASSEMBLY: 
 
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff  
CF99 1NA 
tel: 029 20 898 200 
Website: http:www.assemblywales.org 
 
 
For information about the LONDON ASSEMBLY 
 
London Assembly 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
London SE1 2AA 
tel: 020 7983 4000 
Website: http://www.london.gov.uk 
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Selective Index to the Weekly Information Bulletin 
 
 

Booklist – Issue 1 p49 
Budget – date of Budget Statement, This issue (Noticeboard)  
By-elections and new MPs since the General Election of May 2005 – Issue 4 p58 
HM Government – Issue 1 p64 
Her Majesty’s Official Opposition – Issue 1 p73; Issue 5 (Noticeboard) 
House of Commons: Principal Officers – Issue 1 p95 
Information on the House of Commons – Issue 1 p49 
Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Team – Issue 1 p78; Issue 4 (Noticeboard) 
Members of Parliament – Issue 1 p51 
Order of Oral Questions – This issue p3 
Private Members Bills – dates for the Private Members Bill Ballot and allocated Fridays, This issue (Noticeboard) 
Recess dates – This issue (Noticeboard) 
Select Committee Membership (Full List) – Issue 1 p84 
-  Administration – Issue 6 p34, Issue 8 p36 
-  Business and Enterprise Committee – Issue 5 p32 
-  Children, Schools and Families – Issue 6 p34 
-  Defence – Issue 5 p32 
-  Energy and Climate Change – Issue 5 p32 
-  Environmental Audit Committee – Issue 4 p32 
-  Finance and Services – Issue 8 p36 
-  International Development Committee – Issue 5 p32 
- Joint Committee Consolidated etc. Bills – Issue 2 p33 
- Joint Committee Human Rights – Issue 3 p33 
- Joint Committee on Statutory Instruments – Issue 2 p33 
- Joint Committee on Tax Law Rewrite Bills – Issue 3 p33; Issue 4 p32 
- Members' Allowances – Issue 8 p36 
- Procedure Committee – Issue 5 p32 
- Public Accounts – Issue 8 p36 
- Scottish Affairs – Issue 7 p34 
- Speaker’s Conference – Issue 4 p32 
- Transport Committee – Issue 5 p32 
- Treasury – Issue 4 p32; Issue 8 p36 
Party Conferences 2009 – This issue (Noticeboard) 
Visits to the House of Commons – Issue 1 p96 
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