














6    Response to White Paper: “An Elected Second Chamber” 

 

 

Conclusions and recommendations 

1. We believe that change is needed and possible in advance of any legislation on the 
future shape of the second chamber. The existing powers of the House of Lords 
Appointments Commission are not set in statute; they could therefore be amended 
without recourse to statute. In advance of legislation, indeed with immediate effect, 
the Government should move to a system where parties supply longlists of nominees 
to the Commission, and decisions on membership are made from those lists by the 
Commission against tests of both probity and public interest. The Commission could 
also be empowered to determine the balance of the parties in the House. (Paragraph 
7) 

2. The introduction of a fully or largely elected second chamber would render the 
changes we propose obsolete. But that moment is some years off even at best. In the 
meantime, we have proposed changes that should be made with immediate effect to 
bring fairness and transparency to the interim arrangements between now and the 
completion of reform. The Government acknowledges the problem; we have 
presented a solution with cross-party support.  (Paragraph 8) 

3. We have consistently argued that the Commission needs to be independent of 
government, and it was on this basis that the votes of the House of Commons in 
2007 were secured. The Government’s new proposal that the House of Lords 
Appointments Commission should be accountable to the Prime Minister fails to 
establish that independence, and is in contradiction to the expressed  will of the 
House of Commons. (Paragraph 10) 

4. Our principal concern, though, is the short term. We hoped that our proposals, 
designed to reassure a jaded public in the wake of a drawn-out scandal, would be 
adopted immediately where legislation was not necessary. We have not encountered 
any opposition to our proposals for interim measures; and we see no reason for 
further delay (Paragraph 11) 
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Formal Minutes 

Thursday 15 January 2009 

Members present: 

Dr Tony Wright, in the Chair 

Paul Flynn 
Kelvin Hopkins 
Julie Morgan 
 

 Mr Gordon Prentice 
Paul Rowen 
Mr Charles Walker 

Draft Report (Response to White Paper: An Elected Second Chamber), proposed by the Chairman, brought 
up and read. 

Ordered, That the Chairman’s draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 11 read and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Report be the Fifth Report of the Committee to the House. 

Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House. 

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the provisions of 
Standing Order No. 134. 

 

[Adjourned till Thursday 22 January at 9.45 pm 
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List of Reports from the Committee during 
the current Parliament 

The reference number of the Government’s response to each Report is printed in brackets 
after the HC printing number. 
 
Session 2008-09 
First Report Lobbying: Access and Influence in Whitehall HC 36 

Second Report Equitable Life HC 41 

Third Report 

Fourth Report 

Ethics and Standards: Further Report 

Work of the Committee in 2007-08 

HC 43 

HC 42 

 
Session 2007–08 
First Report Machinery of Government Changes: A follow-up 

Report 
HC 160 (HC 514) 

Second Report Propriety and Peerages HC 153 (Cm 7374) 

Third Report Parliament and public appointments: Pre-
appointment hearings by select committees 

HC 152 (HC 515) 

Fourth Report Work of the Committee in 2007 HC 236 (HC 458) 

Fifth Report When Citizens Complain HC 409 (HC 997) 

Sixth Report User Involvement in Public Services HC 410 (HC 998) 

Seventh Report  Investigating the Conduct of Ministers HC 381 (HC 1056) 

Eighth Report Machinery of Government Changes: Further Report HC 514 

Ninth Report Parliamentary Commissions of Inquiry HC 473 (HC 1060) 

Tenth Report Constitutional Renewal: Draft Bill and White Paper HC 499 

Eleventh Report Public Services and the Third Sector: Rhetoric and 
Reality 

HC 112 (HC 1209) 

Twelfth Report From Citizen’s Charter to Public Service Guarantees: 
Entitlement to Public Services 

HC 411 (HC 1147) 

Thirteenth Report Selection of a new Chair of the House of Lords 
Appointments Commission 

HC 985 

Fourteenth Report Mandarins Unpeeled: Memoirs and Commentary by 
Former Ministers and Civil Servants 

HC 664 

 
Session 2006–07 
First Report The Work of the Committee in 2005–06 HC 258  

Second Report Governing the Future HC 123 (Cm 7154) 

Third Report Politics and Administration: Ministers and Civil 
Servants 

HC 122 (HC 1057 
Session 2007–08) 

Fourth Report Ethics and Standards: The Regulation of Conduct in 
Public Life 

HC 121 (HC 88 Session 
2007–08) 

Fifth Report Pensions Bill: Government Undertakings relating to 
the Financial Assistance Scheme 

HC 523 (HC 922) 

Sixth Report The Business Appointment Rules HC 651 (HC 1087) 

Seventh Report Machinery of Government Changes HC 672 (HC 90 Session 
2007–08) 
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Eighth Report The Pensions Bill and the FAS: An Update, Including 
the Government Response to the Fifth Report of 
Session 2006–07 

HC 922 (HC 1048) 

Ninth Report Skills for Government HC 93 (HC 89) 

First Special Report The Governance of Britain HC 901 

 
Session 2005–06 
First Report A Debt of Honour HC 735 (Cm 1020) 

Second Report Tax Credits: putting things right HC 577 (HC 1076) 

Third Report Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill HC 1033 (HC 1205) 

Fourth Report Propriety and Honours: Interim Findings HC 1119 (Cm 7374) 

Fifth Report Whitehall Confidential? The Publication of Political 
Memoirs 

HC 689 (HC 91, Session 
2007–08) 

 




