




















3 The hearing

9. At the hearing we asked Mr Morse about his experience and suitability for the post of
C&AG and about his plans for the NAO, particularly in the light of the forthcoming
changes to the NAQO’s governance.

10. As a Committee, we have no role in the statutory process of selection and
appointment of the Comptroller and Auditor General. Nonetheless we believe that our
views should carry weight in the debate on the Prime Minister s motion praying the
Queen to appoint Amyas Morse, since we have collectively some 65 years of experience
on the Committee and thus of working with the Comptroller and Auditor General and
the National Audit Office. We are satisfied that Amyas Morse is highly suitable for the
post of Comptroller and Auditor General. We take this opportunity to thank Tim Burr,
the current Comptroller and Auditor General, for his work.



Appendix: Mr Morse’s CV

Amyas Morse gained his degree at Oxford University in English Literature, and then
qualified as a Chartered Accountant in Scotland at Arthur Young. After becoming a
partner, he then moved to Deloitte where he became the youngest regional partner,
overseeing Scotland and subsequently leading the Coopers & Lybrand practice in Scotland,
(after its various amalgamations). He then moved to London to manage the London City
Office, becoming the Executive Partner of the Coopers & Lybrand UK firm. When
PricewaterhouseCoopers was formed, he took on global responsibilities, and served as
Global Leader of Assurance practice (audit and related services), and then as Global
Managing Partner (Operations). During his time there Amyas was a member of PWC’s
UK and Global Boards and also regularly attended board meetings of their major clients.
He joined MOD in July 2006 as the Defence Commercial Director, a 3* civil service
appointment. He is the Head of Profession for the commercial function, which comprises
some 2000 staff based at locations throughout the UK.

He is 59.



Formal Minutes

Wednesday 11 February 2009

Members present:

Mr Edward Leigh, in the Chair

Mr Richard Bacon Mr Nigel Griffiths
Angela Browning Rt Hon Keith Hill
Mr Paul Burstow Mr Austin Mitchell

Rt Hon David Curry Rt Hon Don Touhig
Mr Douglas Carswell Rt Hon Alan Williams

Draft Report (Selection of the new Comptroller and Auditor General), proposed by the
Chairman, brought up and read.

Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph.
Paragraphs 1 to 10 read and agreed to.

Mr Morse’s curriculum vitae was appended to the Report.

Resolved, That the Report be the Twelfth Report of the Committee to the House.
Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House.

[Adjourned till Monday 23 February at 4.30 pm
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List of Reports from the Committee of
Public Accounts 2008-09

First Report Defence Information Infrastructure HC 100
Second Report The National Programme for IT in the NHS: Progress

since 2006 HC 153
Third Report Skills for Life: Progress in Improving Adult Literacy

and Numeracy HC 154
Fourth Report Widening participation in higher education HC 226
Fifth Report Programmes to reduce household energy

consumption HC 228
Sixth Report The procurement of goods and services by HM Prison

Service HC 71
Seventh Report Excess Votes 2007-08 HC 248
Eighth Report Chinook Mk 3 HC 247
Ninth Report Protecting the public: the work of the Parole Board HC 251
Tenth Report New Dimension—Enhancing the Fire and Rescue

Services' capacity to respond to terrorist and other

large-scale incidents HC 249
Eleventh Report The United Kingdom’s Future Nuclear Deterrent

Capability HC 250
Twelfth Report Selection of the new Comptroller and Auditor

General HC 256





