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Formal Minutes 

Thursday 30 April 2009 

Members present: 

Mr Kevin Barron, in the Chair 

Charlotte Atkins 
Mr Peter Bone 
Sandra Gidley 
Stephen Hesford 

 Dr Doug Naysmith 
Dr Howard Stoate 
Mr Robert Syms 
Dr Richard Taylor  

Draft Report (Top-up fees), proposed by the Chairman, brought up and read. 

Ordered, That the Chairman’s draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 77 read and agreed to. 

Paragraph 78 read as follows: “Although the Department was confident that its final guidance to NHS trusts 
would enable the separation of NHS and private care, one witness told us that in practice “it would be a little 
naive to believe that there would be complete separation”. We believe that separation will be harder to achieve 
in practice than the Department claims. We are very concerned that two patients with the same condition on 
the same NHS ward might receive different treatments because one patient could afford it and the other could 
not. This must not be allowed to happen.” 

Amendment proposed, to leave out from “claims” to the end and add: “We believe it would be wrong for very 
seriously ill patients to be moved from an NHS ward to a different location so as to administer a privately paid 
for drug separately. This undoubted disruption to a patient’s quality of life just to meet some bureaucratic 
requirement would not only endanger the patient’s care but would be unjust. Wherever possible a drug that is 
being purchased privately as an addition to NHS treatment should be administered in the location best suited 
for the patient’s well being. We agree with Sir Len Fenwick, the Chief Executive of Newcastle Hospitals 
Foundation Trust: "patients first, bureaucracy second.” .— (Mr Peter Bone) 

Question put, That the Amendment be made. 

The Committee divided  

Ayes, 1    Noes, 5 

Mr Peter Bone    Charlotte Atkins 
    Sandra Gidley 
    Dr Doug Naysmith 
    Dr Howard Stoate 
    Dr Richard Taylor 
     
An amendment made. 
 
Paragraph 78 as amended, agreed to. 
 
Paragraphs 79–80 read and agreed to. 
 
Paragraph 81, read as follows: “We are concerned that the affirmation of the guidelines regarding the 
separation of NHS and purchased drugs will establish a precedent that would open up the possibility of a 
“core service” emerging in the NHS obliging patients to co-fund aspects of their treatment or to go without. 
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We reinforce Professor Richards’ call on the Government to clarify its policy on the separation regarding 
unfunded non-drug interventions including devices and procedures.”  
 
Amendment proposed to leave out this paragraph and insert:. “It is unclear what arrangements apply to the 
separation of NHS and private care in relation to non-drug interventions, including devices and procedures. 
We reinforce Professor Richard’s call on the Government to clarify its policy on this.” — (Mr Peter Bone) 

Question put, That the Amendment be made. 

The Committee divided  

Ayes, 1    Noes, 5 
Mr Peter Bone   Charlotte Atkins 
    Sandra Gidley 
    Dr Doug Naysmith 
    Dr Howard Stoate 
    Dr Richard Taylor 
     
An amendment made. 
 
Paragraph 81 as amended, agreed to. 
 
Paragraphs 82 to 121 read and agreed to. 
 
Summary agreed to. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, That the report be the Fourth Report of the Committee to the 
House.—(The Chairman)  

The Committee divided  

Ayes, 6    Noes, 1 
Charlotte Atkins   Mr Peter Bone  
Sandra Gidley     
Dr Doug Naysmith    
Dr Howard Stoate     
Mr Robert Syms 
Dr Richard Taylor 

Resolved, That the Report be the Fourth Report of the Committee to the House. 

Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House. 

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the provisions of 
Standing Order No. 134. 

Written evidence was ordered to be reported to the House for printing with the Report.  

 

[Adjourned till Thursday 7 May at 9.30 am 

 



52    Top-up fees 

 

 

Witnesses 

Thursday 29 January 2009 Page 

Ms Sophia Christie, Chief Executive, Birmingham East and North PCT, 
Sir Len Fenwick, Chief Executive, Newcastle Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, 
and Dr Alison Jones, Royal College of Physicians Ev 1

Professor Karol Sikora, Cancer Partners UK, Dr Jacky Davis, and 
Hilary Whittaker, Chief Executive, Beating Bowel Cancer Ev 13

 
Thursday 12 February 2009 Page 

Professor Christopher McCabe, Chair in Health Economics at the Leeds 
Institute of Health Sciences and Director of the Academic Unit of Health 
Economics, University of Leeds and Professor James Raftery, Professor of 
Health Technology, University of Southampton Ev 28

Professor Mike Richards CBE, National Clinical Director for Cancer, 
Dr Felicity Harvey, Head of Medicines, Pharmacy and Industry Group, NHS 
Medical Directorate, Ms Una O’Brien, Director General for Policy and 
Strategy, Department of Health, and Professor Sir Michael Rawlins, 
Chairman, National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) Ev 36
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List of written evidence 

The following memoranda were published as Top-up fees: Written evidence, HC 194–II, 
Session 2008–09 

TF 

1 Department of Health   

2 Cystic Fibrosis Trust  

3 Dr Ian Mackenzie  

4 Rarer Cancers Forum  

5 Royal College of General Practitioners  

6 Breakthrough Breast Cancer  

7 Royal College of Radiologists  

8 UK Commissioning Public Health Network (UKCPHN)  

9 Cam Donaldson  

10 Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain  

11 UNISON  

12 Association of Directors of Public Health  

13 National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE)  

14 Royal College of Psychiatrists  

15 Social Market Foundation  

16 Macmillan Cancer Support  

17 Royal College of Nursing  

18 Breast Cancer Campaign  

19 King’s Fund  

20 Novartis Oncology  

21 NHS Confederation  

22 Association of British Insurers  

23 Roche  

24 Cancer Research UK  

25 American Pharmaceutical Group  

26 British Medical Association  

27 Bupa  

28 Royal College of Physicians  

29 Professor Karol Sikora and Professor Nicholas James  

30 Specialised Healthcare Alliance  

31 Beating Bowel Cancer  

32 Wyeth Pharmaceuticals  

33 Merck Sharp & Dohme Limited  

34 Sanofi Pasteur MSD  

35 Pfizer Limited  

36 Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry  
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List of further written evidence 

The following written submissions were received after the publication of Top-up fees: 
Written evidence, HC 194–II, Session 2008–09. They are reproduced with the Oral 
evidence in this Volume. 
 
1 Cam Donaldson (TF 9A) Ev 51 

2 National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) (TF 13A) Ev 53 

3 MS Society (TF 37) Ev 55 

4 Dr Clive Peedell (TF 38) Ev 56 

5 Dr Jacky Davis (TF 39) Ev 60 

6 Dr Jacky Davis (TF 39A) Ev 62 

7 Centre for International Public Health Policy (TF 40) Ev 63 

8 Professor Christopher McCabe (TF 41) Ev 68 

9 GlaxoSmithKline (TF 42) Ev 74 

10 Professor Christopher Newdick (TF 43) Ev 76 

11 Centre for Health Economics, University of York (TF 44) Ev 80 

 



Top-up fees    55 

 

List of Reports from the Health Committee 

The following reports have been produced by the Committee in this Parliament. The reference number of the 
Government’s response to the Report is printed in brackets after the HC printing number. 

 

Session 2008–09 

First Report 

Second Report 

Third Report 

NHS Next Stage Review 

Work of the Committee 2007–08 

Health Inequalities 

HC 53 (Cm 7558) 

HC 193 

HC 286 

 

Session 2007–08 

First Report 

Second Report 

Third Report 

Fourth Report 

 
Fifth Report 

Sixth Report 

First Special Report 

National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence 

Work of the Committee 2007 

Modernising Medical Careers 

Appointment of the Chair of the Care Quality 
Commission 

Dental Services 

Foundation trusts and Monitor 

National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence: 
NICE Response to the Committee’s First Report 

HC 27 (Cm 7331) 

HC 337 

HC 25 (Cm 7338) 

HC 545 

 
HC 289 (Cm 7470) 

HC 833 (Cm 7528) 

HC 550 

 

Session 2006–07 

First Report 

Second Report 

Third Report 

Fourth Report 

Fifth Report 

Sixth Report 

NHS Deficits 

Work of the Committee 2005–06 

Patient and Public Involvement in the NHS 

Workforce Planning 

Audiology Services 

The Electronic Patient Record 

HC 73 (Cm 7028) 

HC 297 

HC 278 (Cm 7128) 

HC 171 (Cm 7085) 

HC 392 (Cm 7140) 

HC 422 (Cm 7264) 

 

Session 2005–06 

First Report 

Second Report 

Third Report 

Fourth Report 

Smoking in Public Places 

Changes to Primary Care Trusts 

NHS Charges 

Independent Sector Treatment Centres 

HC 436 (Cm 6769) 

HC 646 (Cm 6760) 

HC 815 (Cm 6922) 

HC 934 (Cm 6930) 

 




