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Appendix 2 

The Objects of BBSRC, as set out in its Royal Charter, are: 

a) to promote and support, by any means, high–quality basic, strategic and applied 
research and related post–graduate training relating to the understanding and exploitation 
of biological systems; 

b) to advance knowledge and technology (including the promotion and support of the 
exploitation of research outcomes), and provide trained scientists and engineers, which 
meet the needs of users and beneficiaries (including the agriculture, bioprocessing, 
chemical, food, health care, pharmaceutical and other biotechnological–related industries), 
thereby contributing to the economic competitiveness of the United Kingdom and the 
quality of life; 

c) to provide advice, disseminate knowledge, and promote public understanding in the 
fields of biotechnology and the biological sciences.31 

 
31 http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/organisation/royal_charter.pdf  
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Formal Minutes 

Wednesday 13 May 2009 

Members present: 

Mr Phil Willis, in the Chair 

Mr Tim Boswell  Graham Stringer 
Mr Ian Cawsey  Ian Stewart 
Dr Brian Iddon   

Draft Report (Pre-appointment hearing with the Chair-elect of the Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Research Council, Professor Sir Tom Blundell), proposed by the 
Chairman, brought up and read. 

Ordered, That the Chairman’s draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 22 read and agreed to. 

Papers were appended to the Report as Appendices 1 and 2.  

Resolved, That the Report be the Sixth Report of the Committee to the House. 

Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House. 

Oral and written evidence were ordered to be reported to the House for publication with 
the Report. 

 

[Adjourned till Monday 18 May at 4.00pm. 
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Witness 

Wednesday 13 May 2009 Page 

Professor Sir Tom Blundell, Chair-elect of the Biotechnology and Biological 
Sciences Research Council Ev 1

 

List of Reports from the Committee during the current Parliament 

The reference number of the Government’s response to each Report is printed in brackets 
after the HC printing number. 

Session 2008–09 

First Report Re-skilling for recovery: After Leitch, implementing skills and 
training policies 

HC 48–I (HC 365) 

Second Report The Work of the Committee 2007-08 HC 49 

Third Report DIUS’s Departmental Report 2008 HC 51–I (HC 383) 

Fourth Report Engineering: turning ideas into reality HC 50–I 

Fifth Report Pre-appointment hearing with the Chair-elect of the Economic 
and Social Research Council, Dr Alan Gillespie CBE 

HC 505 

Session 2007-08 

First Report UK Centre for Medical Research and Innovation HC 185 (HC 459) 

Second Report The work and operation of the Copyright Tribunal HC 245 (HC 637) 

Third Report Withdrawal of funding for equivalent or lower level 
qualifications (ELQs) 

HC 187–I (HC 638) 

Fourth Report Science Budget Allocations HC 215 (HC 639) 

Fifth Report Renewable electricity-generation technologies HC 216–I (HC 1063) 

Sixth Report Biosecurity in UK research laboratories HC 360–I (HC 1111)

Seventh Report Pre-legislative Scrutiny of the Draft Apprenticeships Bill HC 1062–I  
(HC (2008–09)262) 

First Special 
Report 

The Funding of Science and Discovery Centres: Government 
Response to the Eleventh Report from the Science and 
Technology Committee, Session 2006–07 

HC 214 

Second Special 
Report 

The Last Report: Government Response to the Thirteenth 
Report from the Science and Technology Committee, Session 
2006–07 

HC 244 

Fourth Special 
Report 

 

Investigating the Oceans: Government Response to the Science 
and Technology Committee’s Tenth Report of Session 2006–07 

HC 506 
[incorporating  
HC 469–i] 

 




