


Weekly Information Bulletin 

 
General Committee Meetings 

24 – 28 November 2008 
 
 

Monday 24 November 
 
EC B EU Document No.16488/07 and Addenda 1 and 2, relating to Procurement in the fields of defence and 

security, 4.30pm, Room 10 
 
 
 

Tuesday 25 November 
 
EC B EU Document Nos. 12149/08 and Addenda 1 and 2, 13713/08 and Addenda 1 and 2 and 14317/08, 

relating to Financial Services, 4.30pm, Room 10 
 
 
 

Wednesday 26 November 
 
None 
 
 

Thursday 27 November 
 
None 
 
 

Friday 28 November 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note: This list is correct as at press (12 noon Friday). 
The time and location of general committee meetings may be changed at short notice 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming General Committee Meetings 
3 – 5 December 2008 

 
 
There are currently no General Committee meetings scheduled for this week 



Weekly Information Bulletin 

Select Committees 
 
A complete list of Select Committee membership and a Factsheet (P2) on the work of Select Committees is available on request 
from the House of Commons Information Office.  The list and Factsheet are also on the Parliament website at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm 
 
An index to the Select Committee home pages together with links to further pages containing information about their work 
and publications is on the Parliament website at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/parliamentary_committees16.cfm 

 
Membership: 
 
Administration: 
 
Peter Wishart discharged; John Mason added 
 
Scottish Affairs: 
 
Mr Angus Mac Neil discharged; Peter Wishart added 
 
Intelligence and Security: 
 
Sir Alan Beith discharged; Sir Menzies Campbell added 
 
 

Select Committee Meetings 
24 – 28 November 2008 

 

Monday 24 November 

 
Children, Schools and Families 
Subject: National Curriculum 
Witnesses: Rt Hon Jim Knight MP, Minister for Schools and Learners, and Sarah McCarthy-Fry MP, Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State, Department for Children, Schools and Families, and Ian Harrison, Managing Director, Capita Strategic 
Children’s Services and National Strategies 
 
Business and Enterprise 
Subject: Energy Prices-follow-up 
Witnesses: Mike O’Brien QC MP, Minister of State, Department of Energy and Climate Change 
 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Subject: Waste Strategy for England 2007 
Witnesses: Campaign to Protect Rural England and Encams; British Soft Drinks Association and British Retail Consortium; 
Rt Hon Jane Kennedy MP, Minister of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
 
Public Accounts 
Subject: Independent Police Complaints Commission 
Witnesses: Jane Furniss, Chief Executive, Independent Police Complaints Commission 
 

 
Tuesday 25 November 

 
Treasury 
Subject: November 2008 Inflation Report 
Witnesses: Mervyn King, Governor, Sir John Gieve KCB, Deputy Governor, and Charlie Bean, Deputy Governor, Bank of 
England, and Kate Barker and Dr Andrew Sentance, External Members of the Monetary Policy Committee, Bank of England
 
Environmental Audit 
Subject: Reducing CO2 and other emissions from shipping 
Witnesses: Joan Ruddock MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Energy and Climate Change, Jim 
Fitzpatrick MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport, and Simon Cockburn, UK’s Permanent 
Representative, International Maritime Organisation 
 
Business and Enterprise  
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Subject: Energy Prices-follow-up 
Witnesses: Ofgem 
 
Culture, Media and Sport 
Subject: The Licensing Act 2003 
Witnesses: Object; Lap Dancing Association; Noctis; Gerry Sutcliffe MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport 
 
Defence 
Subject: Defence Equipment 
Witnesses: General Sir Kevin O’Donoghue KCB CBE, Chief of Defence Materiel, Dr Andrew Tyler, Chief Operating 
Officer, Defence Equipment and Support, and Rear Admiral Paul Lambert CB, Capability Manager (Precision Attack) and 
Controller of the Navy, Ministry of Defence 
 
Home Affairs 
Subject: Knife Crime 
Witnesses: Dr Bob Golding, and Policy Exchange; Professor Karim Brohi, Trauma and Emergency Care, Barts and the 
London NHS Trust 
 
Welsh Affairs 
Subject: The provision of cross-border public services for Wales 
Witnesses: ASLEF, and RMT; Freight Transport Association 
 
Joint Committee on Human Rights 
Subject: Policing and Protest 
Witnesses: Acting Assistant Commissioner Chris Allison MBE, Metropolitan Police, Deputy Chief Constable Sue Sim, 
Association of Chief Police Officers, and Constable Neil Hickey, Police Federation of England and Wales 
 
Justice 
Subject: Justice Reinvestment 
Witnesses: Professor Ian Loader, Oxford University, and Malcolm Dean; Nick Herbert MP and David Howarth MP 
 

 
Wednesday 26 November 

 
Treasury Sub-Committee 
Subject: Administration and expenditure of the Chancellor’s departments, 2007-08 
Witnesses: Rt Hon Stephen Timms MP, Financial Secretary, Angela Eagle MP, Exchequer Secretary, and Ian Pearson MP, 
Economic Secretary, HM Treasury 
 
Public Administration 
Subject: Good Government 
Witnesses: Ann Abraham, Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman, Tim Burr CB, Comptroller and Auditor General, 
and Steve Bundred, Audit Commission 
 
Environmental Audit 
Subject: The Scientific basis for carbon reduction targets 
Witnesses: Professor James Hansen, NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies, and Tim Helweg-Larsen, Director, Public 
Interest Research Centre; Professor Robert Watson, Chief Scientific Adviser, Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, and Professor John Beddington, CMG FRS, Government Chief Scientific Adviser and Head of the Government 
Office of Science 
 
European Scrutiny 
Subject: Scrutiny of European Documents 
Witnesses: None 
 
Foreign Affairs 
Subject: Global Security: Non-Proliferation 
Witnesses: Rt Hon Lord Hurd of Westwell, Rt Hon Lord Robertson of Port Ellen and Sir Michael Quinlan GCB, 
International Institute for Strategic Studies 
 
Foreign Affairs 
Subject: School Travel 
Witnesses: Local Government Association and Association of Transport Co-ordinating Officers; Paul Clark MP, 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport, and Sarah McCarthy-Fry MP, Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State, Department for Children, Schools and Families 
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Thursday 27 November 

None 
 

Friday 28 November 

None 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Select Committee Meetings 
3 – 5 December 2008 

 

 
Wednesday 3 December 

None 

 
Thursday 4 December 

 
Treasury* 
Subject: The 2008 Pre-Budget Report 
Witnesses: Robert Chote, Institute for Fiscal Studies, Professor Colin Talbot, 
Manchester Business School, Roger Bootle, Capital Economics, and John Whiting, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers and the Chartered Institute of Taxation; Teresa Perchard, 
Citizens Advice, Robert Chote, Institute for Fiscal Studies, Peter Kenway, New 
Policy Institute, Mervyn Koehler, Help the Aged, and Carey Oppenheim, Institute for 
Public Policy Research (at 11.15 am) 
 

 
9:45am 

 
The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

 
Friday 5 December 

None 
 
 
 

[The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded without notice] 
 
 
All public select committee meetings are webcast 
Select committees marked with * will be taken by BBC Parliament 
Please note: The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded, and the place altered without notice and 
Committees which sit at short notice may not be included in this list. 
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House of Lords Committees: Forthcoming Public Meetings 
Enquiries about Lords Committees may be put to the Lords Committee Office 020 7219 2940 

 

 

 

Wednesday 3 December 

None 
 

 
Thursday 4 December 

 
EU Sub-Committee G: Social Policy and Consumer Affairs 
Subject: Cross-border Healthcare 
Witnesses: The NHS Confederation; Royal College of General Practitioners; and Royal College of 
Nursing 
 

 
10:10am 

 

 
Friday 5 December 

None 
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Select Committees: Publications received since the last Bulletin 
 
All publications are available from The Stationery Office. 
HC numbers refer to House of Commons papers session 2007-08 unless otherwise stated. 
Cm numbers refer to papers in the Command series. 
HLP numbers refer to House of Lords papers. 
Select Committee Reports (Section B) are also on the parliamentary website http://www.parliament.uk 
NAO & NIAO Reports are the forerunner of Public Accounts Committee inquiries. 
 
 
(A) Select Committee Evidence 
 

 
 

Date 
Received 

Committee Subject Witnesses
 

Date 
Heard 

Paper No
and ISBN 

Price
£ 

24.11 Children, 
Schools and 
Families 

Learning and Skills 
Council 

David Croll 
Julian Gravatt 
Sid Hughes 
Caroline Abrahams 
Chris Heaume 
Councillor Les Lawrence 
Rob Wye 

9.7 HC 960-i 
0215 525208 

5.50 

26.11 Constitutional 
Affairs 

The Work of the 
Ministry of Justice 

Rt Hon Jack Straw 24.7.07 
9.10.07 

HC 987 
2006-07 
0215 525246 

7.00 

26.11 Foreign Affairs Developments in the 
European Union: 
Prospects for the 
European Council, 
Brussels, 19-20 June 

Rt Hon David Miliband MP 11.6 HC 713-i 
0215 525222 

5.50 

28.11 
 

Innovation, 
Universities 
and Skills 

The Role of the 
Government Chief 
Scientific Adviser 

Professor Sir David King 5.12.07 HC 115-i 
0215 525291 

5.50 

28.11 
 

Innovation, 
Universities 
and Skills 

Higher Education Issues Bill Rammell MP 
Professor David Eastwood 

28.11.07 HC 114-i 
0215 525307 

5.50 

28.11 Innovation, 
Universities 
and Skills 
 

Government Chief 
Scientific Adviser 
Designate: Introductory 
Hearing 

Professor John Beddington 12.12.07 HC 116-i 
0215 525284 

5.50 

28.11 Innovation, 
Universities 
and Skills 
 

The Quality Assurance 
Agency’s Recent 
Reports on Standards in 
Universities 

Peter Williams 
Mr Douglas Blackstock 
Dr Nick Harris 
Dr Stephen Jackson 

17.7 HC 905-i 
0215 525314 

5.50 

24.11 Justice Administration of 
Justice 

Rt Hon Lord Phillips of 
Worth Matravers 

2.7 HC 913-i 
0215 525185 

4.00 

24.11 Public 
Accounts 

Loss of data by HM 
Revenue and Customs 

Mr Dave Hartnett CB 
Mr Nick Lodge 

17.12.07 HC 200-i 
0215 525109 

5.50 

24.11 Public 
Accounts 

National Audit Office 
Supply Estimate  
2008-09 

Mr Tim Burr 
Mr Jim Rickleton 
Mr Phil Woodward 

3.3 HC 396-i 
0215 525093 

4.00 

26.11 Scottish Affairs Commission on Scottish 
Devolution 

Sir Kenneth Calman 
Mr Jim Gallagher 
Mr David Middleton 

11.6 HC 704-i 
0215 525215 

5.50 

26.11 Scottish Affairs Scotland Office Annual 
Report 

Rt Hon Des Brown MP 
David Cairns MP 
Mr David Middleton 

24.6 HC 831-i 
0215 525239 

7.00 
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Date 
Received 

Committee Subject Witnesses 
 

Date 
Heard 

Paper No 
and ISBN 

Price 
£ 
 

28.11 Scottish Affairs Commission on Scottish 
Devolution 

Sir Kenneth Calman  
Mr Jim Gallagher 
Mr David Middleton 

11.6 HC 704-i 
0215 525215 

5.50 

28.11 Scottish Affairs Scotland Office Annual 
Report 

Rt Hon Des Browne MP 
David Cairns MP 
David Middleton 

24.6 HC 831-i 
0215 525239 

7.00 

21.11 Treasury Economics of the 
Housing Market 

Ms Fionnuala Earley 
Professor David Miles 
Professor John Muellbauer 
Mr Bob Pannell 
Mr Simon Robinson 

14.10 HC 1092-i 
0215 525123 

 

25.11 Work and 
Pensions 

Employment and 
Support Allowance 

Rt Hon Stephen Timms MP 
Mr Phil Bartlett 
Ms Rebecca Sudworth 

2.7 HC 892-i 
0215 525161 

9.50 

 
 
(B) Select Committee Reports 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper and 
ISBN  
 

Price 
£ 
 

25.11 Business and 
Enterprise 

14th, Departmental Annual Report and Scrutiny of the 
Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform 
 

HC 1116 
0215 525147 

8.50 

25.11 Economic 
Affairs 

4th, The Economics of Renewable Energy 
Volume I: Report 
 

HL 195-I 
010 4013779 

14.50 

25.11 Economic 
Affairs 

4th, The Economics of Renewable Energy 
Volume II: Evidence 

HL 195-II 
010 4013775 
 

35.00 

24.11 European 
Scrutiny 

37th, Scrutiny of European documents HC 361-xxii 
0215 525192 
 

3.00 

25.11 European 
Scrutiny 

39th, Report of Session 2007-08 HC 16-xxxv 
0215 525116 
 

14.50 

28.11 European 
Scrutiny 
 

38th, Scrutiny of European Documents HC 361-xxiii 
0215 525260 

4.00 

28.11 Foreign Affairs 10th, Global Security: Japan and Korea HC 449 
0215 525130 

24.50 

21.11 Joint Committee 
on Statutory 
Instruments 
 

32nd, Report of Session 2007-08 HL 201 
HC 38-xxxii 
010 4013809 

3.00 

21.11 Select 
Committee on 
Statutory 
Instruments 
 

6th, Report of Session 2007-08 HC 39-vi 
0215 525154 

3.00 

28.11 Standards and 
Privileges 
 

19th, Report of Session 2007-08 HC 1211 
0215 525253 

4.50 
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(C) Government Responses to Select Committee Reports 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper or Cm 
No of response 
 

Price 
£ 
 

26.11 Communities and 
Local 
Government 

3rd, Local Government Finance – Supplementary 
business Rate [HC 719] 

HC 1200 
0215 525178 

3.00 

28.11 Innovation, 
Universities and 
Skills 

9th, Biosecurity in UK research laboratories HC 1111 
0215 525277 

6.00 

25.11 Science and 
Technology 

6th, Waste Reduction [HL 163] HL 203 
010 4013793 

8.50 

 
 
(D)   National Audit Office (NAO): Northern Ireland Audit Office (NIAO) 
 
Date 
Received 

Title 
 

Paper No 
and ISBN 

Price 
£ 

26.11 Audit of Assumptions for the 2008 Pre-Budget Report HC 1150 
010 2954449 
 

14.35 

26.11 End of Life Care HC 1043 
010 2954432 

14.35 

 
 
The Stationery Office (TSO) All papers listed in this section can be ordered from the Stationery Office. 
Contact details are shown on the back cover of this Bulletin 
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Select Committees: Current Inquiries 
 
Select Committee evidence is published as a House of Commons Paper; there is generally a delay of 4-6 weeks before the material is 
available.  When published it is also made available on the Parliament website.  All HC paper numbers shown are from the 2007-08   session 
unless otherwise stated.  Select Committees may also publish uncorrected transcripts of Ministers’ evidence on the website as soon as the 
transcript is available.  Hard copies of Select Committee publications can be purchased from The Stationery Office, contact details are 
shown on the back page of this bulletin.   
The website address for Select Committee publications is: 
http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm/cmselect.htm 
More details of current Select Committee inquiries can be found on the Parliament website: 
http://www.parliament.uk/what_s_on/hoc_news4.cfm 
 
Business and Enterprise Committee  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Committee to revisit the role of pubcos  Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  

Companies House One-off oral evidence session concluded. Report to 
be published 21 November 2008 

Creating a Higher Value-Added Economy Oral evidence in progress.  

Departmental Annual Report 2007-08 
 

Oral evidence with Lord Mandelson on 21 October 
Report published 25 November 

Energy Prices  Government response published 10 October 2008. 
Next oral evidence session 24 and 25 November 
2008 

The Insolvency Service  Inquiry announced. Written evidence invited 

PubCos Oral evidence session 9 December 

Spring Supplementary Estimates Oral evidence in progress 

The role and responsibilities of the regional development 
agencies 

Oral evidence in progress  

  

Children, Schools and Families  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Apprenticeships Bill Report to be published on Friday 5 December 

Diversity of School Provision: Faith Schools  Oral evidence in progress 

Diversity of School Provision: Links between independent 
and maintained schools 

Oral evidence in progress 
 

Diversity of Schools Provision: Trust Schools  Oral evidence in progress 

Early Years Foundation Stage One-off evidence completed 

Learning and Skills Council Oral evidence published on 25 November 

Looked-after Children Oral evidence in progress 

National Curriculum Oral evidence concluded 24 November; draft Report 
awaited 

Public Expenditure Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Social Mobility One-off evidence concluded 

Teacher Training Inquiry announced 
Deadline for submissions of written evidence is noon 
on Monday 2 February 2009 

The Work of Ofsted Oral evidence concluded: Draft report in preparation 
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Communities & Local Government  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Channel 4 Annual Report for 2007 Oral evidence in progress  

Communities & Local Government’s Departmental 
Annual Report 2008 

Oral evidence in progress  

Housing and the Credit Crunch Oral evidence session announced 

Local Authority Investments  Oral evidence session to be announced 

London 2012 Games Oral evidence in progress 

Planning Skills Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Provision of Public Toilets Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

The Balance of Power: Central & Local Government Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 

The Licensing Act 2003 Oral evidence in progress  

The Tenant Services Authority  Inquiry announced 

  

Culture, Media & Sport 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

BBC Annual Report 2007-08 
 

One-off oral evidence session concluded. Report in 
preparation 

Channel 4 Annual Report for 2007 Oral evidence concluded. Report in preparation 

Commercial Operations of the BBC 
 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 10 December 

Press Standards, Privacy and Libel Written evidence invited – deadline 14 January 2009 

The Licensing Act 2003 Oral evidence concluded  
  

Defence 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Defence Equipment Inquiry announced.  

MOD’S performance against expenditure plans Inquiry announced.  

UK Defence: commitments and resources Oral evidence concluded 
Further written evidence invited 

UK national security & resilience  Oral evidence in progress 

  

Environmental Audit 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Carbon budgets One off evidence session 16 December 2008 

Climate change and local, regional and devolved 
government   

Report published 28 July 2008 Government 
Response published 19 November 2008  

Forests: the future role of carbon markets in their 
protection and the timber trade 

Inquiry announced 
First evidence Session 9 December 2008 

Greener Homes for the future? An environmental analysis 
of the Government’s house-building plans 

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
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Making Government operations more sustainable: A 
progress report 

Report published 14 July 2008. Government 
Response published 18 November 2008  

Reducing CO2 and other emissions from shipping Oral evidence concluded 25 November 2008 

The scientific basis for carbon reduction targets Oral evidence concluded 26 November 2008 

 

Environmental Audit Sub-Committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Environmental Labelling Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Defra science Invitation to help frame inquiry 

 Energy efficiency and fuel poverty (HC 1099, Session 
2007–08 – publication of written evidence) 

Oral evidence sessions announced on 8, 10 and 15 
December 2008 

The English Pig Industry  Oral evidence in progress.  

 Waste Strategy for England 2007 Oral evidence concluded; report in preparation 

  

European Scrutiny 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Developments in the European Union Oral evidence in progress 

Subsidiarity and the Role of National Parliaments Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
  

Foreign Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Developments in the European Union Oral evidence in progress 
Volume of written and oral evidence published 26 
November 2008 (HC 713-i) 

FCO Annual Report Oral evidence in progress   

Global Security: Afghanistan 
 

Inquiry announced 
Deadline for written submissions 23 January  

Global Security: Japan and Korea Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Global Security: Non-Proliferation Inquiry announced. Closing date for submission 
extended to 1 December 2008 

  

Health 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Foundation trusts and Monitor One-off oral evidence session concluded 

Health Inequalities Report in preparation. Written evidence published 3 
April 2008 

NHS Next Stage Review  Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
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Our NHS our future Oral evidence concluded 

Patient Safety Oral evidence in progress. Written evidence 
published 30 October 2008 (HC 1137) 

Public Expenditure on Health and Personal Social 
Services 2008 

Oral evidence in progress 
Oral evidence session 11 December 

The responsibilities of the Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of State for Care Services 

Oral evidence published 30 October 2008 (HC 832-i) 

  

Home Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Citizenship & Immigration Bill Inquiry announced   

Human Trafficking Oral evidence in progress 

Immigration Issues One-off oral evidence session announced 

Knife Crime Oral evidence in progress. Next evidence session 25 
November 2008 

Managing Migration: Points-Based System Oral evidence in progress  

Monitoring of UK Border Agency Oral evidence concluded 

Police and the Media Awaiting report 

The rights of Gurkhas to settle in the UK Oral evidence concluded 

Wheel Clamping on Private Land  Inquiry announced   

The work of the Home Office Oral evidence concluded 

  

Joint Committee on Human Rights 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

British Bill of Rights Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation   

Immigration and Human Rights Oral evidence in progress 

Policing and Protest Oral evidence in progress  

  

Innovation, Universities, Science & Skills 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Apprenticeships Bill - 
Pre-legislative scrutiny 

Report to be published 5 December 

Engineering (incorporating Plastic Electronics & Nuclear 
case studies) 

Oral evidence in progress  

Formation of DIUS One-off oral evidence session 16 January 

Higher Education Issues One-off oral evidence session 28 November 

Introductory hearing with the Government Chief Scientific 
Adviser designate 

One-off oral evidence session  
12 December 

Role of the Government Chief Scientific Adviser One-off oral evidence session 5 December 
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Innovation, Universities, Science & Skills Sub-Committees  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

After Leitch: implementing skills and training policies Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  

Biosecurity in UK research laboratories Government response received 
and published on the Committee’s website 
Special Report to be published on 27 November 

  

International Development 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Department for International Development Annual Report 
2008 

Oral evidence in progress  

DFID and China  Oral evidence in progress 

DFID’s Programme in Nigeria Inquiry postponed 

HIV/AIDS: DFID’s New Strategy 
 

Oral evidence concluded: Report to be published 30 
November 

Sustainable Development in a Changing Climate Written Evidence invited 

  

Joint Committee on the Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Constitutional Renewal Bill  Oral evidence in progress   

  

Joint Committee on the Draft Marine Bill 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Marine Bill Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Joint Committee on Statutory Instruments 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Business under Standing Order No 151, followed as 
necessary by meetings of the Select Committee on 
Statutory Instruments for business under Standing Order 
No 151(10) 

Continuing scrutiny: Joint Committee 32nd Report of 
2007-08 to be published 24 November 2008 

  

Justice  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Carter (Legal Aid) follow up and Crown Dependencies  
 

One-off oral evidence session announced 
Next evidence session 10 December  

Devolution: A Decade On Oral evidence in progress 

Judicial Appointments Commission Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Uncorrected oral evidence on website: HC 416-I & ii 

Justice Reinvestment 
 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 9 December  

The Role of the Prison Officer 
 

Inquiry announced 
Written evidence invited 
Deadline 14 January 2009 

The work of the Crown Prosecution Service Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  
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The Work of the Ministry of Justice One-off oral evidence session announced 
Uncorrected oral evidence on website 

  

Northern Ireland Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Inquiry into Cross border cooperation Written evidence requested 

  

Public Accounts  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Data loss at HM Revenue and Customs Report in preparation 

DEFRA Single Payment Scheme: follow-up Report in preparation 

Department for International Development: CDC - 
Investing to reduce poverty 

One-off oral evidence session announced 
15 December 2008 

DoH/NHS: End of life care One-off oral evidence session announced 
17 December 2008 

Independent Police Complaints Commission  One-off oral evidence session announced 
24 November 2008 

Leaving the Services Report in preparation 

Managing change in operational PFI projects Report in preparation 

Primary Schools: teaching mathematics One-off oral evidence session announced 
8 December 2008 

Prison procurement One-off oral evidence session announced 
10 December 2008 

Securing Host Nation Sporting Success in 2012 Report in preparation 

Use of office property by government departments Report in preparation 

  

Public Administration 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Better Government Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation   

Charities & Public Benefit Oral evidence concluded 

Data Handling Procedures in Government Oral evidence in progress  

Equitable Life Oral evidence in progress 

Good Government Oral evidence in progress  

Lobbying Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Public Services and the Third Sector: Rhetoric and 
Reality 

Report published 9 July Government response 
received 24 November 

  

Quadripartite Committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Road Safety Oral evidence in progress  

  

Scottish Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Credit Unions in Scotland Oral evidence in progress  

Office of the Advocate General for Scotland One-off oral evidence session announced  
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Select Committee on Statutory Instruments 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Business under Standing Order No 151(10) Continuing scrutiny: Select Committee 6th Report of 
2007-08 to be published 24 November 2008 

 

Transport 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Department for Transport Annual Report 2008 One-off oral evidence session concluded 
Report in preparation 

The enforcement activities of the Vehicle and Operator 
Services Agency (VOSA) 

2nd oral evidence session announced. Next oral 
evidence session 10 December 2008 

Network Rail engineering delays over the new year 
period 

Oral evidence concluded: report in preparation 

The major road network Call for evidence announced. Call for evidence closes 
14 January 2009 

Road Safety Oral evidence concluded: report in preparation  

 School Travel Oral evidence to conclude 26 November; report in 
preparation 

Taxes and charges on road users Oral evidence in progress 

The Use of Airspace Oral evidence session: To be arranged.  

Transport Security: Travelling without Fear Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Treasury 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Economics of Housing Market Oral evidence in progress  

Offshore Financial Centres   Oral evidence in progress  

Private Equity Report published: continuing scrutiny 

Regulation of Oil Markets Inquiry announced  

  

Treasury Sub-committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Administration and expenditure in the Chancellor’s 
Departments, 2007-08 

Oral evidence in progress  

  

Welsh Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

 Digital Inclusion in Wales  Inquiry announced  
Deadline for written submissions 23 January  

 Inquiry into the potential benefits of the 2012 Olympics 
and Paralympics for Wales 

Inquiry announced 
Deadline for written submissions 18 December 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: 
Dealing with Vulnerable Children 

Inquiry announced 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: 
Housing  

Oral evidence in progress 

Provision of cross-border public services for Wales Oral evidence in progress 
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Work & Pensions 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Department for Work and Pensions’ commissioning 
strategy and the employment programme market 

Oral evidence in progress 
Final evidence session 10 December 2008 

Pension, Disability and Carers Service One-off Oral evidence session 17th December 2008 
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White Papers and Green Papers 
received since last Bulletin 

 
WHITE PAPERS are issued by the Government as statements of policy, and often set out proposals for legislative changes, 
which may be debated before a Bill is introduced. Some White Papers may invite comments. 
GREEN PAPERS set out for discussion, proposals which are still at a formative stage. 
Not all discussion papers are published and put on general release:  some are sent only to a predetermined list of consultees.  
This is a matter solely for the Department concerned. 
Papers to which an ISBN and price are appended are normally available through The Stationery Office.  For others, 
application should be made to the department concerned. External links provided in this section are correct as at the time of 
going to press, however they are not updated after that date. 
 
White Papers 
 
None   
 
 
Green Papers 
 
Home Office 
 
IDENTITY CARDS Secondary legislation proposed under the Identity Cards Act 2006 

Copies from: 
Robin Woodland 
Identity Cards Act Secondary Legislation Consultation 
Home Office 
Identity and Passport Service 
Allington Towers 
19 Allington Street 
London SW1E 5EB 
Email: identitycards@ips.gsi.gov.uk 
Comments by: 13 February 2009 
 

25.11 

 
Regulatory Impact Assessments received since the last Bulletin 
 
Date Title Contact 
27.11 Government & Equalities Office 

Race Relations Act 1976 
(Amendment) Regulations 2008 

Yemi Aitku 
Government & Equalities Office 
5th Floor, Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London 
SW1E 5DU 
Tel: 020 7944 0601 
Website: http://www.equalities.gov.uk 
 

   
 
 
Other Papers 
 
Accounts relating to issues from the National Loans Fund 2006-2007, HC 807, ISBN: 0103 288031, £15.50 
 
Equal Opportunities Commission: Annual Report and Accounts April to September 2007, HC 1034, ISBN: 010 2957778,  
£14.95 
 
Electoral Commission: Supply Estimates 2009-10, HC 1160, ISBN: 010 2958225, £5.50 
 
HM Treasury: Central Government Supply Estimates 2009-10, HC 1039, ISBN: 010 2958263, £5.50 
 
House of Commons Administration Supply Estimate 2009-10, HC 1136, ISBN: 010 2958232, £5.50 
 
Improving health and work: changing lives, The Government’s Response to Dame Carol Black’s Review of the health of 
Britain’s working-age population, Cm 7492, ISBN: 010 1749220, £26.60 
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Information Committee Annual Report 2007-2008, HL 202, ISBN: 0215 525192, £4.50 
 
United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority Account 2007-2008, HC 1153, ISBN: 010 3288000, £9.50 
 
Design Council: Annual Accounts Report and Accounts 2007-08, HC 1141, ISBN: 010 2958157, £14.35 
 
Vehicle Certification Agency Annual Report and Accounts 2007-08, HC 931, ISBN: 010 2958102, £14.35 
 
Funds in Court England and Wales Account 2007-08, HC 1025, ISBN: 010 3288048, £13.50 
 
House of Lords Committee for Privileges – The Code of Conduct: Procedure for considering complaints against Members, 
HL Paper 205, ISBN: 010 4014042, £4.50 
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European Communities Documents to be considered 
EU documents recommended for debate by the European Scrutiny Committee 

 
Progress of documents to be considered by the House is noted in the “European Union Documents” list, in the Vote Bundle, 
and on the parliament website at:  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeudoc/cmeudoc.htm. 
 
Members and others with access to the PIMS database can check the status and progress of EU documentation. 
 
Enquiries can be directed to the European Scrutiny Select Committee office on 020 7219 5467/1548. 
The European Scrutiny Select Committee meets each Wednesday at 2.30pm when the House is sitting.  Under Standing 
Order No. 143, the Committee examines:  “any proposal under the Community Treaties for legislation by the Council acting 
jointly with the European parliament”. 
This includes draft Regulations and Directives, Decisions of the Council and Budgetary documents.  The Committee 
examine the documents for political and legal implications, and decides whether it should be considered further in European 
Standing Committee, or for the most important documents, on the floor of the House.  Recommendations for further 
consideration are noted in the list of “Memoranda” in the days Votes and Proceedings.  Reports of the European Scrutiny 
Committee are available from TSO or on the parliament website at:  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeuleg.htm 
For information on the House of Commons and European Communities Legislation see HCIO Factsheet L11. 
 
COM documents are available for consultation in the 44 European Documentation Centres (most of which are in university 
libraries) or the 22 European Information Centres.   
SEC documents are not normally available for public consultation.  The occasional important one on policy issues may be 
available in the above centres. 
For information about your nearest ED or EIC Tel: 020 7973 1992 (London Office of the European Commission) or  
Tel: 01482 465941, (ED Librarian, University of Hull). 
Members of Parliament may obtain copies from the Vote Office by reference to the yellow demand form, quoting the number 
after the COM or SEC number. 
COM Documents and EC legislation are available from The Stationery Office as ScanFax items, which are supplied as loose-
leaf pages. They are printed from an optical disc system.  Prices start from £5.10 (incl. VAT @17.5%) for an item of up to 4 
pages. Prices include free delivery by fax, or by first class post. 
Orders can be placed using a Stationery Office account number, credit card, or cheque in advance.  Please telephone  
The Stationery Office on Tel: 020 7873 8372/8496, or Fax 020 7873 8416 
European Union Website:  http://www.europa.eu.int/index_en.htm 
 
 
European Standing Committee A  
 
Food Distribution to the most deprived persons in the community (13195/08) – awaiting consideration 
 
 
European Standing Committee B 
 
Management of EU Funds in Bulgaria and Romania and Bulgarian EU accession – to be considered 16.12.2008 
 
‘Financial Management (12156/08 and Addendum, 12471/08 and Addendum, 12472/08 and Addendum and Unnumbered 
Explanatory Memorandum, dated 16th October) – awaiting consideration 
 
Financial Services (12149/08 and Addenda 1 and 2, 13713/08 and Addenda 1 and 2 and 14317/08) –considered 25.11.2008 
 
Procurement in the fields of defence and security (16488/07 and Addenda 1 and 2) – considered 24.11.2008 
 
 
European Standing Committee C 
None 
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Early Day Motions tabled between  
24 – 25 November 2008 

 
Early Day Motion is a colloquial term for a notice given by a Member for which no date has been fixed for debate. 
This section records the date, number, primary sponsor and title of EDMs tabled in the last week.  
[R] denotes relevant interest declared 
For information about the text and signatories see ‘Notices of Motions’ section of the Vote Bundle, the EDM Database at 
http://www.parliament.uk or contact the House of Commons Information Office (Tel: 020 7219 4272) who will advise. 
For Information on Early Day Motions see HCIO Factsheet P3 at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm 
 

Date EDM Primary 
Sponsor 

Title 

24.11.08 2549 Peter Bottomley FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

24.11.08 2550 Mr David Drew HM REVENUE AND CUSTOMS OFFICES IN THE SOUTH WEST 

24.11.08 2551 Mark Durkan FUNDING FOR THE SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

24.11.08 2552 John Mann IMPACT OF COCAINE 

24.11.08 2553 Sandra Osborne ROYAL MAIL ROBERT BURNS HOMECOMING SOUVENIR STAMPS 

24.11.08 2554 Mark Lazarowicz JAMES CLERK MAXWELL STATUE 

24.11.08 2555 Bob Russell REMOVAL OF EAST ANGLIA RAILWAY RESTAURANT CARS 

25.11.08 2556 Virendra Sharma RECENT ATTACKS AGAINST CHRISTIANS IN ORISSA 

25.11.08 2557 Mr Andrew Pelling UK GOVERNMENT CREDIT DEFAULT SWAP RATE 

25.11.08 2558 Mr Andrew Pelling SRI LANKA 

25.11.08 2559 Mr Nick Clegg VALUE ADDED TAX (S.I., 2008, No. 3020) 

25.11.08 2560 Mr Lindsay Hoyle SECTION 106 MONIES 
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State of the Parties in the House of Commons as at 28 November 2008 
 
 

Labour 350 Independent Labour 
(Clare Short) 
 

1 

Conservative 193 Independent Conservative  
(Derek Conway) 
 

1 

Liberal Democrat 63 Independent 
(Dr Richard Taylor, Dai Davies, Andrew 
Pelling, Robert Wareing, Bob Spink) 
 

5 

Scottish National Party / Plaid Cymru 
(SNP – Messrs Robertson, Salmond, Weir, 
Wishart, MacNeil, Hosie & Mason/ PC – 
Messrs Llwyd, Price, H Williams) 
 

10 Respect 
(George Galloway) 
 

1 

Democratic Unionist Party 
(Messrs Campbell, Dodds, Donaldson, McCrea, 
Paisley, P Robinson, Ms Iris Robinson, 
Simpson, Wilson) 
 

9   

Sinn Fein 
(Messrs Adams, Doherty, McGuinness, Murphy 
& Ms Gildernew) 

5 (Have not 
taken their 
seats and 
cannot vote) 
 

The Speaker and 3 Deputies 
(Sir Alan Haselhurst, CWM;  Mrs Sylvia 
Heal, 1st DCWM;  Sir Michael Lord, 2nd 
DCWM)  
 

4 (Do not 
normally 
vote) 

Social Democratic & Labour Party 
(Messrs Durkan, McDonnell, McGrady) 
 

3 Vacant seats 
 
 

 
Total number of seats 

 

0 
 
 
 
646 
 

Ulster Unionist 
(Lady Sylvia Hermon) 
 

1 Current working Government Majority 
(350 Labour MPs less 287 of all other 
parties – excludes Speaker & Deputies and 
Sinn Fein) 

63 

 
 
The total number of women MPs is 125: (Lab 94; Con 17; LD 9; DU 1; SF 1; UU 1; DCWM 1; Ind Lab 1) 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
 
CWM – Chairman of Ways and Means 
1st DCWM – 1st Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means 
2nd DCWM – 2nd Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means 
 
 
Further information about Members of Parliament by Party, Constituency and Region can be found on the parliamentary 
website at the following: http://www.parliament.uk/directories/directories.cfm 
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By-Elections and new MPs since the General Election of May 2005 
 
 
Vacancy Cause By –

Election 
 

New Member 
 
 

Date of 
introduction 

Maiden 
Speech 

Cheadle Death of Patsy Calton 
(LD) (29.5.2005) 
 

14.7.2005 Mark Hunter (LD) 19.07.2005 21.07.2005 

Livingston Death of Robin Cook 
(Lab) (6.8.2005) 
 

29.9.2005 Jim Devine (Lab) 10.10.2005 25.10.2005 

Dunfermline 
and West Fife 

Death of Rachel Squire 
(Lab) (5.1.2006) 
 

9.2.2006 Willie Rennie (LD) 13.02.2006 01.03.2006 

Blaenau 
Gwent 

Death of Peter Law (Ind) 
(25.4.2006) 
 

29.6.2006 Dai Davies (Ind) 04.07.2006 20.07.2006 

Bromley & 
Chislehurst 
 

Death of Eric Forth (Con) 
(18.5.2006) 

29.6.2006 Bob Neill (Con) 03.07.2006 19.07.2006 

Sedgefield Resignation of the Rt Hon 
Tony Blair (Lab) 
(27.6.2007) 
 

19.7.2007 Phil Wilson (Lab) 23.07.2007 08.10.2007 

Ealing 
Southall 

Death of Piara Khabra 
(Lab) 
(19.6.2007) 
 

19.7.2007 Virendra Kumar Sharma 
(Lab) 

23.07.2007 08.10.2007 

Crewe and 
Nantwich 

Death of Gwyneth 
Dunwoody (Lab) 
(17.4.2008) 
 

22.05.2008 Edward Timpson (Con) 02.06.2008 16.06.2008 

Henley Resignation of Boris 
Johnson (Con) (4.6.2008) 
 

26.06.2008 John Howell (Con) 30.06.2008 16.07.2008 

Haltemprice 
and Howden 

Resignation of David 
Davis (Con) (18.6.2008) 
 

10.07.2008 David Davis (Con) 14.07.2008 (5.11.1987) 

Glasgow East Resignation of David 
Marshall 
(Lab) (30.06.2008) 
 

24.07.2008 John Mason (SNP) 06.10.2008 13.10.2008 

Glenrothes Death of John MacDougall 
(Lab) (12.8.2008) 
 

06.11.2008 Lindsay Roy (Lab) 12.11.2008 tbc 

 
 
 

Further information about the By-Election process can be found in the House of Commons Information Office Factsheet  
M7 Parliamentary Elections on the parliamentary website at the following: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm 
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Political Party Contacts 
 

LABOUR PARTY 
39 Victoria Street 
London   
SW1H 0HA 
Tel: 08705 900200 
http://www.labour.org.uk 
 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY 
107 McDonald Road 
Edinburgh   
EH7 4NW 
Tel:  0131 525 8900 
http://www.snp.org 

CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
Conservative Campaign Headquarters 
30 Millbank 
London  
SW1P 4DP 
Tel:  020 7222 9000 
http://www.conservatives.com 
 

PLAID CYMRU 
18 Park Grove 
Cardiff   
CF10 3BN 
Tel:  029 2064 6000 
http://www.plaidcymru.org 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
4 Cowley Street 
London  
SW1P 3NB 
Tel:  020 7222 7999 
http://www.libdems.org.uk 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC & 
LABOUR PARTY 
Cranmore House 
121 Ormeau Road 
Belfast   
BT7 1SH 
Tel:  028 9024 7700 
http://www.sdlp.ie/ 
 

SINN FEIN 
Sinn Fein 
53 Falls Road 
Belfast  
BT12 4PD 
Tel:  028 9022 3000 
http://www.sinnfein.ie 

ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY 
Cunningham House 
429 Holywood Road 
Belfast 
BT4 2LN 
Tel: 028 9076 5500 
http://www.uup.org 
 

DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY 
91 Dundela Avenue 
Belfast  
BT4 3BU 
Tel: 028 9052 1323 
http://www.dup.org.uk 

 
 
Individual Members of Parliament can be contacted at: House of Commons London SW1A 0AA Tel:  020 7219 3000 
 
 
The Weekly Information Bulletin is published on the parliamentary website at 4.00pm on Friday’s.  It can be found by following 
links from the home page at: http://www.parliament.uk 
 
Additional information available on the parliamentary website: 
 
 
• Commons and Lords Hansard (Official Report) by 

9.00am on the following day & Order Paper by 9.30am 
on sitting days 

 

• Weekly Information Bulletin and Sessional Information 
Digest since 1995-96 

• Public and Private Bills before Parliament by 3.30pm 
on the day of publication (since 2002/03) 

 

• Information about The House of Commons, Members of 
Parliament and the House of Lords 

 
• Select Committee press notices and publications since 

1997/98 
 

• Registers of Interests for Members', Lords, Journalists and 
All-Party Groups  

• Early Day Motions since 1997/98 
 

• Parliamentary Education Service for schools 

• Links to: Acts of Parliament since 1837 
 

• House of Commons Information Office services 
 

• Links to: Statutory Instruments since 1987 
 

• The Parliamentary Archives services 

• Standing Orders of the House of Commons - Public 
Business & Private Business  

 

• Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology 
publications 
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Address Book 
 

For information about the HOUSE OF COMMONS,  
or further information contained in this BULLETIN 
 
 
House of Commons Information Office 
House of Commons, 
London  SW1A 2TT 
tel:  020 7219 4272 
fax: 020 7219 5839 
e-mail: hcinfo@parliament.uk  
(Please note that messages for MPs cannot be accepted) 
 
HOURS: Monday - Thursday 9.00 am – 6.00pm 
 Friday 9.00am - 4.30 pm 

(During recess 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday – 
Thursday, 9.00am – 4.00pm Friday)  

                         
For information about the HOUSE OF LORDS: 
 
House of Lords Information Office 
House of Lords, London  SW1A 0PW 
tel:  020 7219 3107 
fax: 020 7219 0620 
e-mail: hlinfo@parliament.uk 
 
HOURS: Monday - Thursday 10.00am – 6.00pm 
 Friday 10.00am – 4.00pm 

(During Recess 10.00am – 1.00pm and 2.00pm – 
4.00pm Monday - Friday) 

 
Information for SCHOOLS, TEACHERS AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE: 
 
Education Service 
Houses of Parliament, London SW1A 2TT 
tel: 020 7219 2105 
Booking line: 020 7219 4496 
fax: 020 7219 0818 
e-mail: education@parliament.uk 
Website: http://www.parliament.uk/education 
 
For information about the archives and history of both 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT: 
 
Parliamentary Archives 
Houses of Parliament 
London SW1A 0PW 
tel: 020 7219 3074 
fax: 020 7219 2570 
e-mail: archives@parliament.uk 
Website: www.parliament.uk/archives 
Catalogue: www.portcullis.parliament.uk 
 
For Information about SELECT COMMITTEE ACTIVITY: 
 
Committee Office 
House of Commons 
London SW1A 0AA 
tel: 020 7219 3267/4300 (general enquiry lines) 
 

For information about the PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMISSIONER FOR STANDARDS 
 
 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
Mr John Lyon CB 
House of Commons 
London SW1A OAA 
tel: 020 7219 0320 
fax: 020 7219 0490 
e-mail: lyonj@parliament.uk 
The Commissioner has responsibility for receiving and 
investigating complaints about the conduct of Members 
 
 
DEVOLVED PARLIAMENT AND ASSEMBLIES 
 
For information about the NORTHERN IRELAND 
ASSEMBLY: 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
Parliament Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast  BT4 3XX 
tel: 028 90 521137 
fax: 028 90 521961 
Website: http://www.niassembly.gov.uk 
 
 
For information about the SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT: 
 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
tel: 0131 348 5000 
Website: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk  
 
 
For information about the WELSH ASSEMBLY: 
 
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff  
CF99 1NA 
tel: 029 20 898 200 
Website: http:www.assemblywales.org 
 
 
For information about the LONDON ASSEMBLY 
 
London Assembly 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
London SE1 2AA 
tel: 020 7983 4000 
Website: http://www.london.gov.uk 
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Selective Index to the Weekly Information Bulletin 
 

Booklist – Issue 1 p103 
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Members of Parliament – Issue 1 p53 
Order of Oral Questions – Issue 1 p3 
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- Intelligence and Security – This issue p42 
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- Justice – Issue 1 p 28; Issue 2 p30; Issue 11 p37; Issue 16 p45 
- Modernisation of the House – Issue 11 p37; Issue 28  p41 
- Northern Ireland – Issue 1 p28; Issue 4 p35; Issue 36 p42 
- Public Accounts – Issue 1 p28; Issue 3 p32; Issue 10 p39 
- Regulatory Reform – Issue 1 p 28; Issue 2 p30; Issue 4 p35; Issue 26 p42 
- Scottish Affairs – Issue 1 p28; Issue 10 p39; Issue 11 p37; This issue p42 
- Selection – Issue 1 p94; Issue 31 p43 
- Standards and Privileges – Issue 2 p30 
- Transport – Issue 22 p40; Issue 29 p41; Issue 36 p42 
- Treasury – Issue 1 p28, Issue 37 p41 
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