




Weekly Information Bulletin 

 
Public Accounts 
Subject: Skills for life: Progress in improving adult literacy and numeracy 
Witnesses: Witnesses: Ian Watmore, Permanent Secretary, and Stephen Marston, 
Director General, Further Education and Skills, Department for Innovation, 
Universities and Skills, and Mark Haysom, Chief Executive, Learning and Skills 
Council 
 

3:30pm Committee Room 
15, Palace of 
Westminster 

Joint Committee on the Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 
Subject: Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 
Witnesses: Graham Allen MP 
 

4:15pm Committee Room 
4A, Palace of 
Westminster 

 
Thursday 26 June 

 
Business and Enterprise  
Subject: Energy Prices 
Witnesses: Eric Van Ginderachter, Acting Director, Energy and Environment 
Directorate, DG COMP, Celine Gauer, DG COMP, and Heinz Hilbrecht, Director, 
Security of Supply and Energy Markets, DG TREN, European Commission, Jan 
Gerrit Westerhof, TREN C2 (Witnesses will be giving evidence via video-link) 
 

 
9:30am 

 
The Grimond 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Treasury* 
Subject: The May 2008 Inflation Report 
Witnesses: Mervyn King, Governor, Sir John Gieve KCB, Deputy Governor, and 
Paul Tucker, Executive Director, the Bank of England, and Tim Besley, and Kate 
Barker, External Members of the Monetary Policy Committee 
 

9:45am The Thatcher 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

Health 
Subject: The responsibilities of the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Care 
Services 
Witnesses: Ivan Lewis MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Department of 
Health 
 

10:00am The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

Joint Committee on the Draft Marine Bill 
Subject: Draft Marine Bill 
Witnesses: The Scottish Government; Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, and the Department for Transport (at 11.00 am); Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP, 
Secretary of State, and Jonathan Shaw MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (at 12.00 pm) 
  

10:15am The Boothroyd 
Room, Portcullis 
House 

 
Friday 27 June 

None 
 
 

 
All public select committee meetings are webcast 
Select committees marked with * will be taken by BBC Parliament 
Please note: The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded, and the place altered without notice and 
Committees which sit at short notice may not be included in this list. 
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House of Lords Committees: Forthcoming Public Meetings 
Enquiries about Lords Committees may be put to the Lords Committee Office 020 7219 2940 

 
 

Monday 23 June 

 
Intergovernmental Organisations Committee 
Subject: Inquiry into Intergovernmental Action to Control the Spread of Infectious Diseases 
Witnesses: Gillian Merron MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for International 
Development; and Rt Hon Dawn Primarolo MP, Minister of State for Public Health, Department of 
Health 
 

 
4:00pm 

 
Tuesday 24 June 

 
Joint Committee on Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 
Subject: Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 
Witnesses: Baroness Scotland of Asthal, Attorney General; Sir Ken Macdonald QC, Director, Public 
Prosecutions; Richard Alderman, Director, Serious Fraud Office; and David Green QC, Director, 
Revenue and Customs Prosecutions Office 
 

 
1:45pm 

Joint Committee on Human Rights   
Subject: Policing and Protest 
Witnesses: Dr Eric Metcalfe, Human Rights Policy Director, Justice; and Mr James Welch, Legal 
Director, Liberty 
 

1:45pm 

Economic Affairs 
Subject: Economics of Renewable Energy 
Witnesses: (a) Dr David Clarke, Energy Technologies Institute; and from (b) Mr Chris Bennett, and 
Ms Nicola Pitts, National Grid 
 

3:35pm 

 
Wednesday 25 June 

 
Joint Committee on Draft Marine Bill 
Subject: Draft Marine Bill 
Witnesses: the European Commission; Directorate General for Fisheries; and Wildlife and Countryside 
Link 
 

 
10:15am 

Science and Technology: Sub-Committee II 
Subject: Genomic Medicine 
Witnesses: Dr Rob Elles, Chairman, British Society of Human Genetics and Director, Molecular 
Genetics, National Genetics Reference Laboratory and Regional Molecular Genetics Service; Prof 
Richard Trembath, Head, Division of Medical Genetics, Kings College London (past president of 
BSHG); Ron Zimmern, Executive Director, PHG Foundation; Prof Martin Bobrow, Head, Dept of 
Medical Genetics, Cambridge University 
 

10:40am 

Constitution 
Subject: Inquiry into Surveillance and Data Collection 
Witnesses: (a) Mr Tony McNulty MP, Minister of State for Security, Counter-terrorism, Crime and 
Policing, Home Office; and (b) Mr Michael Wills MP, Minister of State, Ministry of Justice 
 

10:45am 

EU Sub-Committee D: Environment and Agriculture 
Subject: The Revision of the EU's Emissions Trading System 
Witnesses: TBC and Greenpeace UK 
 

11:00am 

Joint Committee on Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 
Subject: Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 
Witnesses: Graham Allen MP 
 

4:15pm 
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Thursday 26 June 

 
Joint Committee on Draft Marine Bill 
Subject: Draft Marine Bill 
Witnesses: the Scottish Parliament; Defra; and the DfT; and (b) The Rt. Hon. Hilary Benn MP, 
Secretary of State, and Jonathan Shaw MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Defra 
 

 
10:15am 

EU Sub-Committee C: Foreign Affairs, Defence and Development Policy  
Subject: The European Security Strategy, the EDA Steering Board, and the Commission Defence 
Package 
Witnesses: Mr Andrew Mathewson, Ministry of Defence 
 

10:35am 

 
Friday 27 June 

None 
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Select Committees: Publications received since the last Bulletin 

 
All publications are available from The Stationery Office. 
HC numbers refer to House of Commons papers session 2007-08 unless otherwise stated. 
Cm numbers refer to papers in the Command series. 
HLP numbers refer to House of Lords papers. 
Select Committee Reports (Section B) are also on the parliamentary website http://www.parliament.uk 
NAO & NIAO Reports are the forerunner of Public Accounts Committee inquiries. 
 
(A) Select Committee Evidence 
 

 
(B) Select Committee Reports 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper and 
ISBN  
 

Price 
£ 
 

19.6 European 
Scrutiny 

23rd, Scrutiny of European documents HC 361-x 
0215 521194 

3.00 

17.6 European 
Scrutiny 

26th, Preliminary Draft Budget 2009 HC 16-xxiii 
0215 521002 

17.50 

19.6 Health 4th, Appointment of the Chair of the Care Quality 
Commission 

HC 545-II 
0215 521187 

6.00 

19.6 Innovation, 
Universities, 
Science and skills 

5th, Renewable electricity – generation technologies 
Volume I: Report 

HC 216-I 
0215 521132 
 

14.50 

19.6 Innovation, 
Universities, 
Science and skills 

5th, Renewable electricity – generation technologies 
Volume II: Oral and Written 

HC 216-II 
0215 521905 

28.50 

19.6 Public Accounts 2nd, Evasion of Vehicle Excise Duty HC 557 
0215b 521163 

6.00 

Date 
Received 
 

Committee Subject Witnesses Date 
Heard 

Paper No
and ISBN 

Price
£ 

16.6 Northern 
Ireland Affairs 

The Varney Review of 
Tax Policy in Northern 
Ireland 

Mr Vincent Sheridan,  
Mr Eamonn Donaghy 
Mr Brian Keegan 
 

27.2 HC 385-i 
0215 520982 

7.00 

16.6 Public 
Accounts 

The Better Government 
Initiative 

Sir Christopher Foster KT, 
Sir Nicholas Monck KCB, 
Peter Owen CB 
 

19.3 HC 431-i 
0215 521064 

5.50 

16.6 Welsh Affairs Work of the Wales 
Office 

Rt Hon Paul Murphy MP, 
Mr Alan Cogbill, 
Mr John Williams 

11.3 HC 419-i 
0215 521057 

4.00 
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17.6 Public Accounts 26th, Caring for Vulnerable Babies: The reorganisation 
of neonatal services in England  

HC 390 
0215 520975 

10.00 

18.6 Standards and 
Privileges 

12th , Conduct of  Sir Nicholas and Lady Winterton HC 744 
0215 521224 

10.50 

19.6 Treasury 12th, Inherited Estates HC 496 
0215 521019 

23.00 

 
(C) Government Responses to Select Committee Reports 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

Committee Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper or Cm 
No of response 
 

Price 
£ 
 

16.6 Business and 
Enterprise 

2nd, Jobs for the Girls: Two years On [HC 291] HC 634 
0215 521033 

6.00 

17.6 Children, Schools 
and Families 

1st, Children and young Persons Bill [Lords] [HC 359] HC 711 
0215 521101 

4.50 

19.6 Defence 9th, The future of NATO and European defence 
 [HC 111] 

HC 660 
0215 521149 

6.00 

17.6 Defence 10th, Defence Equipment 2008 [HC 295] HC 555 
0215 521071 

7.00 

16.6 Innovation, 
Universities, 
Science and 
Skills 
 

2nd, The work and operation of the Copyright Tribunal 
[HC 245] 

HC 637 
0215 521026 

4.50 

17.6 Innovation, 
Universities, 
Science and 
Skills 
 

3rd, Withdrawal of funding for equivalent or lower 
level qualifications (ELQs) [HC 215] 

HC 638 
0215 521125 

4.50 

17.6 Innovation, 
Universities, 
Science and 
Skills 
 

4th, Science Budget Allocations [HC 215-I] HC 639 
0215 521118 

8.00 

17.6 Transport 5th, Ticketing and Concessionary Travel on Public 
Transport [HC 84] 

HC 708 
0215 521088 

6.00 

17.6 Treasury 9th, The 2008 Budget [HC 430] HC 689 
0215 521040 

6.00 

19.6 Welsh Affairs 4th, The proposed National Assembly for Wales 
(Legislative Competence) Order in the Field of social 
welfare 2008 [HC 257] 

HC 715 
0215 521200 

4.50 
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(D)   National Audit Office (NAO): Northern Ireland Audit Office (NIAO) 
 
 
Date 
Received 

Title 
 

Paper No 
and ISBN 

Price 
£ 

20.6 Preparations for the London 2012 Olympic Games: Progress Report June 
2008 

HC 490 
010 2954197 

13.90 

 
 
The Stationery Office (TSO) All papers listed in this section can be ordered from the Stationery Office. 
Contact details are shown on the back cover of this Bulletin 
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Select Committees: Current Inquiries 
 
Select Committee evidence is published as a House of Commons Paper; there is generally a delay of 4-6 weeks before the material is 
available.  When published it is also made available on the Parliament website.  All HC paper numbers shown are from the 2007-08   session 
unless otherwise stated.  Select Committees may also publish uncorrected transcripts of Ministers’ evidence on the website as soon as the 
transcript is available.  Hard copies of Select Committee publications can be purchased from The Stationery Office, contact details are 
shown on the back page of this bulletin.   
The website address for Select Committee publications is: 
http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm/cmselect.htm 
More details of current Select Committee inquiries can be found on the Parliament website: 
http://www.parliament.uk/what_s_on/hoc_news4.cfm 
 
Committee on Arms Export Controls  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

2006 Annual Report on Strategic Export Controls and the 
quarterly reports produced during 2006 and 2007 

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Business and Enterprise Committee  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Companies House One-off oral evidence session concluded: Report in 
preparation 

Creating a Higher Value-Added Economy Oral evidence in progress 

Departmental Annual Report & Accounts 2006-07 One-off oral evidence session concluded 
Daily part published 21 May 2008 

Energy Prices  
 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence sessions 24 June & 26 June 

Post Office closure programme 
 

Interim report published 8 February: HC 292 

Spring Supplementary Estimates Oral evidence in progress 

The UK Construction Industry Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  

Turkey: Trade and EU Accession  Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Sub-Committee  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Implementation of the report of the Women and Work 
Commission 

Report published 9 February 2008: Government Response 
published 16 June 

  

Children, Schools and Families  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Children and Young Persons Bill [HL] Government response published  16 June 

Children ‘under the radar’ One-off oral evidence to be published 
Evidence to be published 23 June 

Diversity of School Provision: Faith Schools  Oral evidence in progress 

Diversity of School Provision: Links between independent and 
maintained schools 

Oral evidence in progress 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage One-off oral evidence completed  

Looked-after Children 
 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 23 June 

National Curriculum Oral evidence in progress 

Public Expenditure One-off oral evidence announced 
Evidence session to take place 25 June 
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Sustainable Schools & Building Schools for the Future Inquiry announced; Written evidence invited  
Deadline for submissions 3 July  

The Work of Ofsted Oral evidence concluded: Draft report awaited 

  

Communities & Local Government  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Community Cohesion and Migration Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  

Planning Skills Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Provision of Public Toilets Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

The Balance of Power: Central & Local Government  Oral evidence in progress  
1st evidence session 23 June 

  

Culture, Media & Sport 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Draft Heritage Protection Bill Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 
Deadline for submissions 16 June: 1st evidence session 1 
July  

Harmful Content on the Internet and in Video Games Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  

Non Departmental Bodies Written evidence published  
No Report expected 

Tourism  Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Defence 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Defence Equipment 2008 Government Response published 17 June 

Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and 
Reconnaissance 

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  

Recruitment and Retention in the Armed Forces Oral evidence in progress 

The Future of NATO and European Defence Government Response published 19 June 

UK Defence: commitments and resources Oral evidence concluded 
Further written evidence invited 

  

Environmental Audit 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Are biofuels sustainable? Report published 21 January: Further Report published 2 
May  
Government Response published 4 June 

Carbon Capture & Storage Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation   

Climate change and local, regional and devolved government   Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Greener Homes for the future? An environmental analysis of 
the Government’s house-building plans 

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Halting UK Biodiversity Loss Inquiry announced  
Next evidence session 24 June 

Making Government operations more sustainable: A progress 
check 

Inquiry announced 

Post-Kyoto: The International Context for Progress on Climate 
Change 

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  
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Vehicle Excise Duty  Inquiry announced 

  

Environmental Audit Sub-Committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Environmental Labelling Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

British Waterways: follow up Oral evidence concluded:  
Report to be published 1 July  

Committee on Climate Change Evidence published as HC 462-i, 21/05/08 

Defra science  

Defra’s Departmental Report 2007 Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Defra’s Departmental Report 2007 & Defra priorities Oral evidence concluded 
Evidence to be published 

Draft Marine Bill – Coastal Access Provisions Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Energy efficiency and fuel poverty   

Implementation of the Nitrates Directive in England 
 

Report published: awaiting Government response  
Report published as HC 412, 10 June 

The potential of England’s rural economy Oral evidence in progress  

Waste Strategy for England 2007 Written evidence invited 

  

European Scrutiny 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

The Conclusions of the European Council and the Council of 
Ministers: Follow-up Report 

Report in preparation  

Developments in the European Union Oral evidence in progress 

Subsidiarity and the Role of National Parliaments Oral evidence in progress  
Next evidence sessions 23 & 25 June 

  

Foreign Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Global Security: Japan and Korea  Oral evidence in progress 

Developments in the European Union Oral evidence in progress 

Human Rights Oral evidence concluded 
Report in preparation 

Overseas Territories Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Proposed appointment of Rt Hon Jack McConnell MSP as 
High Commissioner to Malawi 

Report to be published 24 June 

  

Health 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Dental Services Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Foundation Trusts and Monitor One-off oral evidence session announced: Written 
evidence invited 
Deadline for submissions 30 June: Evidence session to be 
held 3 July 
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Health Inequalities Oral evidence in progress 

NHS Next Stage Review  Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  
Deadline for submissions 10 July  

The responsibilities of the Parliamentary Under Secretary of 
State for Care Services 

One-off oral evidence session announced  
Evidence session to be held 26 June 

  

Home Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

A Surveillance Society? Report published 8 June: awaiting Government response 

Domestic Violence Report published 13 June: awaiting Government response 

Human Trafficking Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 24 June 

Managing Migration: Points-Based System Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  
Deadline for submissions 14 July  

Policing in the 21st Century Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 1 July  

  

Joint Committee on Human Rights 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Allegations of Torture in Iraq Oral evidence in progress 

British Bill of Rights Oral evidence in progress 
Report in preparation  

Data Protection and Human Rights Report published: awaiting Government response 
Government response to be published 23 June 

Immigration and Human Rights Oral evidence in progress 

Policing and Protest Oral evidence in progress  
Next evidence session 24 June 

  

Innovation, Universities, Science & Skills 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Funding for Equivalent or Lower Qualifications (ELQs) Report published 27 March (HC 187); Government 
Response published 17 June 

Renewable Electricity-Generation Technologies Report published 19 June: awaiting Government Response 

Science Budget Allocations Government Response published 17 June 

The Leitch Review of Skills One-off oral evidence session concluded 

The Office for Fair Access (OFFA) One-off oral evidence session 

  

Innovation, Universities, Science & Skills Sub-Committees  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

After Leitch: implementing skills and training policies Oral evidence in progress 
Next oral evidence session 25 June 

Biosecurity in UK research laboratories Oral evidence concluded: 
Report to be published 25 June  

The work and operation of the copyright tribunal Report published 20 March 
(HC 245); Government Response published 16 June 
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International Development 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Co-ordination for Aid Effectiveness 
  

Oral evidence concluded 

Department for International Development Annual Report 
2008 

Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  
1st evidence session 9 July 

DFID and China Inquiry announced 

DFID and the African Development Bank Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation   

DFID’s Programme in Nigeria Inquiry postponed  

Humanitarian And Development Situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories    

Oral evidence concluded 

The World Food Programme and Global Food Security Oral evidence concluded  

  

Joint Committee on the Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill Oral evidence in progress  
Next evidence sessions 24 & 25 June 

  

Joint Committee on the Draft Marine Bill 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Marine Bill Oral evidence in progress  
Next evidence sessions 25 & 26 June 

  

Justice  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Constitutional and Legal Issues 
 

One-off oral evidence session concluded  

Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 
 

Oral evidence concluded;  
Report to be published 24 June 

Devolution: A Decade On Oral evidence in progress 

Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill 
 

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Draft Sentencing Guidelines Continuing Scrutiny 
Consultation Guideline: Theft & Burglary (non-dwelling) 
under consideration 

Judicial Appointments Commission Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Uncorrected oral evidence on website: HC 416-I & ii 

Justice Reinvestment 
 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 24 June   

Ministry of Justice: Aims & objectives Oral evidence concluded 
Uncorrected oral evidence on website: HC 987i-ii 

The work of the Crown Prosecution Service Inquiry announced 

Towards Effective Sentencing Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
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Modernisation of the House of Commons 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Regional accountability Oral evidence concluded : Report in preparation  
Oral & Written evidence available on Committee’s 
website 

  

Northern Ireland Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Inquiry into Policing and Criminal Justice in Northern Ireland Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation   

Northern Ireland Office Departmental Report Inquiry announced 
1st evidence session 16 July 

  

Public Accounts  

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

The British Council One-off oral evidence session announced 
Evidence session 23 June 

Caring for vulnerable babies: The re-organisation of neonatal 
services in England 

Report published 17 June: 
Awaiting Government response 
 

Compensating victims of violent crime Report in preparation 

Data loss at HM Revenue and Customs Report in preparation 

DEFRA Single Payment Scheme: follow-up Report in preparation 

Evasion of Vehicle Excise Duty – follow-up Government Response published 19 June 

Housing Marker Renewal: Pathfinders Report in preparation 

Implementing crisis resolution home treatment services in 
England 

One-off oral evidence session announced 

Increasing employment rates for ethnic minorities Report in preparation 

Leaving the Services Report in preparation 

Management of Large Business Corporation Tax by HMRC Report in preparation 

Managing change in operational PFI projects Report in preparation 

Pay modernisation in the NHS – GPs Contracts Report in preparation 

Progress in preparing for the Olympics One-off oral evidence session announced 
Evidence session 30 June 

Progress in tackling benefit fraud Report in preparation 

Protecting consumers? Removing retail price controls – 
Postcomm follow-up 

One-off oral evidence session announced 
Evidence session 30 June 

Securing Host Nation Sporting Success in 2012 Report in preparation 

Skills for Life: Improving adult numeracy and literacy One-off oral evidence session announced 
Evidence session 25 June 

The delivery of the Administrative Burdens Reduction 
Programme, 2007 

Report in preparation 

Use of office property by government departments Report in preparation 
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Public Administration 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Better Government Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation   

Charities & Public Benefit Oral evidence in progress  
next evidence session 8 July  

Good Government Written evidence invited  
Deadline for submissions 1 July  

Third Sector Commissioning Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Quadripartite Committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Road Safety Oral evidence in progress  

  

Regulatory Reform 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Draft Legislative Reform (Consumer Credit) Order 2008 Draft Legislative Reform Order laid on 11 June, 
Subsequently withdrawn  
Re-laid 17 June  

Getting Results:  The Better Regulation Executive and the 
Impact of the Regulatory Reform Agenda 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session on 24 June 

  

Scottish Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

  

Credit Unions in Scotland Oral evidence in progress  

Employment & skills for the defence industry in Scotland Oral evidence in progress  
Report to be published 23 June  

Experience of the Scottish Elections Report in preparation 

  

Joint Committee on Statutory Instruments 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Business under Standing Order No 151, followed as necessary 
by meetings of the Select Committee on Statutory Instruments 
for business under Standing Order No 151(10) 

Continuing scrutiny: Report to be published 
Joint Committee: 22nd Report of 2007-08 to be published 
24 June 

  

Transport 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Delivering a Sustainable Railway: A 30-year Strategy for the 
Railways? 

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Department for Transport Annual Report 2007 Report Published 13 June: Awaiting Government 
Response 

The Draft Marine Navigation Bill Oral evidence in progress  
Next evidence session 25 June 

Freight Transport Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Network Rail engineering delays over the new year period Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Road Safety Oral evidence concluded 
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The Blue Badge (Disabled Parking) Reform Strategy Report Published 10 June: Awaiting Government 
Response 

The opening of Heathrow Terminal 5 Oral evidence in progress  

Transport Security: Travelling without Fear Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

  

Treasury 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

  

Budget 2008 Government Response  published 19 June 

Budget measures and low-income households Oral evidence concluded 
Report to be published 26 June  

Inherited Estate Report published 19 June: awaiting Government response 

Offshore Financial Centres Inquiry announced  

The May Inflation Report Inquiry announced  
Next evidence session 26 June 

  

Treasury Sub-committee 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Estate Management in the Chancellor’s Departments Inquiry announced 
1st evidence session 25 June 

  

Welsh Affairs 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Globalisation and Its Impact on Wales Oral evidence concluded 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: Dealing 
with Vulnerable Children 

Inquiry announced 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: Housing  Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 23 June 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: Order in 
the Field of Domiciliary Care 

Government response received  

Provision Order of cross-border public services for Wales Oral evidence in progress 
next evidence session 24 June 

  

Work & Pensions 

INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 

Employment Support Allowance  One-off evidence session announced  
Evidence to be held 2 July 

The Pensions Regulator & the Pension Protection Fund One-off evidence session concluded  
Evidence held 16 June 

The Personal Accounts Delivery Authority  One-off evidence session announced 
Evidence to be held 7 July 
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White Papers and Green Papers 
received since last Bulletin 

 
WHITE PAPERS are issued by the Government as statements of policy, and often set out proposals for legislative changes, 
which may be debated before a Bill is introduced. Some White Papers may invite comments. 
GREEN PAPERS set out for discussion, proposals which are still at a formative stage. 
Not all discussion papers are published and put on general release:  some are sent only to a predetermined list of consultees.  
This is a matter solely for the Department concerned. 
Papers to which an ISBN and price are appended are normally available through The Stationery Office.  For others, 
application should be made to the department concerned. External links provided in this section are correct as at the time of 
going to press, however they are not updated after that date. 
 
White Papers 
 
Ministry of Justice 
 
PARTY FINANCE Party Finance and expenditure in the United Kingdom:  

The Government’s proposals, Cm 7329, 010 1732925, £18.55 
17.6 

 
Green Papers 
 
Department of Health 
 
DEMENTIA Transforming the Quality of Dementia Care 

Copies from: 
David Corcoran 
Dementia Team 
Department of Health 
8E13 Quarry House 
Quarry Hill 
Leeds LS2 7UE 
Email: dementia.strategy@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
Comments by 11.09.2008 
 

19.6 

 
Regulatory Impact Assessments received since the last Bulletin 
 
Date Title Contact 
None   
   
 
Other Papers 
 
 
HM Treasury: Central Government Supply Estimates 2008-09, HC 621, ISBN 010 2955712, £7.70 
 
Prime Minister: Thirtieth Report on Senior Salaries 2008, Cm 7388, ISBN: 0101738828, £18.55 
 
Prime Minister: Review of Parliamentary Pay and Pensions, by Sir John Baker CBE, Cm 7416, ISBN: 010 1741620, £13.90 
 
Government Memorandum: Parliamentary pay, pensions and allowances, Cm 7418, ISBN: 010 1741828, £7.70  
 
The Royal Mint Accounts Report and Accounts 2007-08, HC 570, ISBN: 010 2955439, £13.90 
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European Communities Documents to be considered 
EU documents recommended for debate by the European Scrutiny Committee 

 
Progress of documents to be considered by the House is noted in the “European Union Documents” list, in the Vote Bundle, 
and on the parliament website at:  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeudoc/cmeudoc.htm. 
 
Members and others with access to the PIMS database can check the status and progress of EU documentation. 
 
Enquiries can be directed to the European Scrutiny Select Committee office on 020 7219 5467/1548. 
The European Scrutiny Select Committee meets each Wednesday at 2.30pm when the House is sitting.  Under Standing 
Order No. 143, the Committee examines:  “any proposal under the Community Treaties for legislation by the Council acting 
jointly with the European parliament”. 
This includes draft Regulations and Directives, Decisions of the Council and Budgetary documents.  The Committee 
examine the documents for political and legal implications, and decides whether it should be considered further in European 
Standing Committee, or for the most important documents, on the floor of the House.  Recommendations for further 
consideration are noted in the list of “Memoranda” in the days Votes and Proceedings.  Reports of the European Scrutiny 
Committee are available from TSO or on the parliament website at:  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeuleg.htm 
For information on the House of Commons and European Communities Legislation see HCIO Factsheet L11. 
 
COM documents are available for consultation in the 44 European Documentation Centres (most of which are in university 
libraries) or the 22 European Information Centres.   
SEC documents are not normally available for public consultation.  The occasional important one on policy issues may be 
available in the above centres. 
For information about your nearest ED or EIC Tel: 020 7973 1992 (London Office of the European Commission) or  
Tel: 01482 465941, (ED Librarian, University of Hull). 
Members of Parliament may obtain copies from the Vote Office by reference to the yellow demand form, quoting the number 
after the COM or SEC number. 
COM Documents and EC legislation are available from The Stationery Office as ScanFax items, which are supplied as loose-
leaf pages. They are printed from an optical disc system.  Prices start from £5.10 (incl. VAT @17.5%) for an item of up to 4 
pages. Prices include free delivery by fax, or by first class post. 
Orders can be placed using a Stationery Office account number, credit card, or cheque in advance.  Please telephone  
The Stationery Office on Tel: 020 7873 8372/8496, or Fax 020 7873 8416 
European Union Website:  http://www.europa.eu.int/index_en.htm 
 
 
European Standing Committee A  
 
None 
 
European Standing Committee B 
 
Diplomatic and Consular Protection of Union Citizens in Third Countries (5947/08 and Addenda 1 and 2) – 23.06.2008 
 
Unnumbered Explanatory Memorandum, dated 2 June 2007, relating to the Preliminary Draft Budget of the European 
Communities 2009 – 30.06.2008 
 
European Standing Committee C 
 
None 
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Early Day Motions tabled between  
13 – 20 June 2008 

 
Early Day Motion is a colloquial term for a notice given by a Member for which no date has been fixed for debate.  This 
section records the date, number, primary sponsor and title of EDMs tabled in the last week. 
For information about the text and signatories see ‘Notices of Motions’ section of the Vote Bundle, the EDM Database at 
http://www.parliament.uk or contact the House of Commons Information Office (Tel: 020 7219 4272) who will advise. 
For Information on Early Day Motions see HCIO Factsheet P3 at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm 
 

Date EDM Primary 
Sponsor 

Title 

13.06.08 1787 John McDonnell ARRIVA CROSS COUNTRY CATERING SERVICES 

13.06.08 1788 Adam Price POST OFFICES IN WALES (No. 2) 

16.06.08 1789 Bob Spink IRELAND’S REJECTION OF THE LISBON TREATY 

16.06.08 1790 Mr Nigel Evans LISBON TREATY FOLLOWING IRISH REFERENDUM 

16.06.08 1791 Mr Lindsay Hoyle FUTURE OF POST OFFICE CARD ACCOUNTS 

16.06.08 1792 Mr Lindsay Hoyle LICENSING OF HOME PIERCING EQUIPMENT 

16.06.08 1793 Harry Cohen OIL INTERESTS OF US PRESIDENT BUSH AND VICE-PRESIDENT 
CHENEY 

16.06.08 1794 Dr Evan Harris WORLD REFUGEE WEEK 

16.06.08 1795 Colin Challen CONTRACTION AND CONVERGENCE 

16.06.08 1796 Mr Angus MacNeil IRELAND AND THE LISBON TREATY 

16.06.08 1797 Pete Wishart HOMECOMING SCOTLAND 

16.06.08 1798 Dr Desmond Turner UNABATED COAL-FIRED ELECTRICITY GENERATION  

16.06.08 1799 Mr Phil Wills 2 SKINT 4 SCHOOL CAMPAIGN AND CHILD POVERTY 

16.06.08 1800 Dr Brian Iddon 150th  ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF DR JOHN SNOW 

16.06.08 1801 Mr Ian Davidson IRISH REFERENDUM ON THE LISBON TREATY 

16.06.08 1802 Jeremy Corbyn AUSTRALIAN INITIATIVE TO ABOLISH NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

16.06.08 1803 Andrew Miller DIGITAL 60 DAY 

16.06.08 1804 Peter Bottomley BBC BREATHING SCUPTURES AND MEMORIAL POEM 

17.06.08 1805 Bob Spink GENOCIDE AGAINST THE KURDISH PEOPLE 

17.06.08 1806 Bob Spink GENOCIDE AGAINST THE ASSYRIAN AND ARMENIAN PEOPLE 

17.06.08 1807 Bob Spink IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM GENOCIDE EXHIBITION 

17.06.08 1808 Bob Spink ACTION TO STIMULATE THE HOUSING MARKET 

17.06.08 1809 Susan Kramer UNFOUNDED CHILDMINDER COMPLAINTS 

17.06.08 1810 Lynne Featherstone TOP OF THE BENCH COMPETITION 

17.06.08 1811 Ms Diane Abbott SANITATION AND THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

17.06.08 1812 Mr Robert Wareing GURKHAS 

17.06.08 1813 Mr Robert Wareing VIRGIN TRAINS DISRUPTION IN NORTH WEST ENGLAND 

17.06.08 1814 Sir Nicholas 
Winterton 

MACCLESFIELD CONSTITUENCY POST OFFICE BRANCHES 

17.06.08 1815 Mrs Linda Riordan HEALTHCARE CHAMPIONS FOR RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS 

17.06.08 1816 Keith Vaz PROMOTING MULTICULTURALISM 

17.06.08 1817 John Hemming BRITISH HOME CHILDREN IN CANADA 

17.06.08 1818 Mr John Baron REVIEW OF NHS CO-PAYMENTS BY PROFESSOR MIKE RICHARDS 
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17.06.08 1819 Mr Gregory 
Campbell 

HELP FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY HIGHER OIL PRICES 

17.06.08 1820 Nigel Griffiths INTERNATIONAL COURT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

17.06.08 1821 Keith Vaz CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR DIABETES IN LEICESTER 

17.06.08 1822 Nigel Griffiths FUNDING REDUCTION FOR CONCESSIONARY TRANSPORT IN 
SCOTLAND 

17.06.08 1823 Kelvin Hopkins CALCASS’ BUDGET 

17.06.08 1824 Mr Don Foster ANNIVERSARY OF THE BRITISH LIBRARY 

17.06.08 1825 Mrs Ann Cryer WOMEN BISHOPS 

17.06.08 1826 Bob Spink EU TRADE POLICY AND THE DEVELOPING WORLD 

17.06.08 1827 Mr Michael Clapham 170th  ANNIVERSARY OF THE HUSKER PIT DISASTER 

17.06.08 1828 Mr Ian Davidson UNANIMITY IN EUROPEAN POLITICS 

18.06.08 1829 Mr Andrew Dismore RETENTION OF WORKPLACE INSURANCE POLICIES 

18.06.08 1830 Ms Karen Buck HOUSING NEED 

18.06.08 1831 Dr Ian Gibson BONE CANCER 

18.06.08 1832 Bob Spink COST OF THE EAST OF ENGLAND REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

18.06.08 1833 Tom Brake VICTORY SERVICES ASSOCIATION OLD CLUB HOUSE APPEAL 

18.06.08 1834 Ms Sally Keeble DEMOCRACY IN BANGLADESH 

18.06.08 1835 David Taylor TOBACCO CONTROL 

18.06.08 1836 Daniel Kawcynski BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS IN FRANCE AND THE UK 

19.06.08 1837 Mr Lindsay Hoyle GREENLAND WHALING 

19.06.08 1838 Mr Lindsay Hoyle LICENSING OF TATTOO AND PIERING OUTLETS 

19.06.08 1839 David Taylor EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY INSURANCE 

19.06.08 1840 Chris Ruane HISTORIC SITES IN WALES 

19.06.08 1841 Norman Baker STAFFING AT RAILWAY STATIONS RUN BY SOUTH-WEST TRAINS 

19.06.08 1842 Mr Simon Burns NHS (PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES) REGULATIONS 2005 

19.06.08 1843 Dr Rudi Vis DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

19.06.08 1844 Mr Sion Simon JAGUAR’S AWARD FOR BRITAIN’S GREENEST LUXURY CAR 

19.06.08 1845 Stewart Hosie JOSIE PASANE 

19.06.08 1846 Jeremy Corbyn MISSILE DEFENCE 

19.06.08 1847 John McDonnell PUBLIC SECTOR WORKERS AND UNISON POLL 

19.06.08 1848 Kelvin Hopkins PROPOSALS TO HELP FAMILIES AT RISK 

19.06.08 1849 Mr Martin Caton PUBLIC SERVICES NOT PRIVATE PROFIT CAMPAIGN IN WALES 

19.06.08 1850 Jeremy Corbyn ISLINGTON ARTS AND MEDIA, HOLLOWAY AND HIGHBURY GROVE 
SCHOOLS 
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State of the Parties in the House of Commons as at 20 June 2008 
 

Labour 351 Independent Labour 
(Clare Short) 
 

1 

Conservative 191 Independent Conservative  
(Andrew Pelling, Derek Conway) 
 

2 

Liberal Democrat 63 Independent 
(Dr Richard Taylor, Dai Davies,  
Robert Wareing) 
 

3 

Scottish National Party / Plaid Cymru 
(SNP – Messrs Robertson, Salmond, Weir, Wishart, 
MacNeil & Hosie / PC – Messrs Llwyd, Price, H 
Williams) 
 

9 Respect 
(George Galloway) 
 
 

1 

Democratic Unionist Party 
(Messrs Campbell, Dodds, Donaldson, McCrea, 
Paisley, P Robinson, Ms Iris Robinson, Simpson, 
Wilson) 
 

9 UK Independence 
(Dr Bob Spink) 

1 

Sinn Fein 
(Messrs Adams, Doherty, McGuinness, Murphy & Ms 
Gildernew) 

5 (Have not 
taken their 
seats and 
cannot vote) 
 

The Speaker and 3 Deputies 
(Sir Alan Haselhurst, CWM;  Mrs Sylvia Heal, 
1st DCWM;  Sir Michael Lord, 2nd DCWM)  
 

4 (Do not 
normally 
vote) 

Social Democratic & Labour Party 
(Messrs Durkan, McDonnell, McGrady) 
 

3 Vacant seats 
(Henley and Haltemprice & Howden) 
 

2 

Ulster Unionist 
(Lady Hermon) 
 

1 Total number of seats 
 

Current working Government Majority 
(351 Labour MPs less 284 of all other parties – 
excludes Speaker & Deputies and Sinn Fein) 

646 
 
 
67 

 
The total number of women MPs is 125: (Lab 94; Con 17; LD 9; DU 1; SF 1; UU 1; DCWM 1; Ind Lab 1) 
CWM:  Chairman of Ways and Means; 1st DCWM:  1st Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means; 2nd DCWM:  2nd Deputy Chairman of Ways and 
Means 
 

By-Elections and new MPs since the General Election of May 2005 
 
Vacancy Cause By –

Election 
 

New Member 
 
 

Date of 
introduction 

Maiden 
Speech 

Cheadle Death of Patsy Calton (LD) 
(29.5.2005) 
 

14.7.2005 Mark Hunter (LD) 19.07.2005 21.07.2005 

Livingston Death of Robin Cook (Lab) 
(6.8.2005) 
 

29.9.2005 Jim Devine (Lab) 10.10.2005 25.10.2005 

Dunfermline 
and West Fife 

Death of Rachel Squire (Lab) 
(5.1.2006) 
 

9.2.2006 Willie Rennie (LD) 13.02.2006 01.03.2006 

Blaenau Gwent Death of Peter Law (Ind) 
(25.4.2006) 
 

29.6.2006 Dai Davies (Ind) 04.07.2006 20.07.2006 

Bromley & 
Chislehurst 
 

Death of Eric Forth (Con) 
(18.5.2006) 

29.6.2006 Bob Neill (Con) 03.07.2006 19.07.2006 

Sedgefield Resignation of the Rt Hon 
Tony Blair (Lab) (27.6.2007) 
 

19.7.2007 Phil Wilson (Lab) 23.07.2007 08.10.2007 

Ealing Southall Death of Piara Khabra (Lab) 
(19.6.2007) 
 

19.7.2007 Virendra Kumar Sharma 
(Lab) 

23.07.2007 08.10.2007 

Crewe and 
Nantwich 

Death of Gwyneth Dunwoody 
(Lab) (17.4.2008) 
 

22.05.2008 Edward Timpson (Con) 02.06.2008 16.06.2008 

Henley Resignation of Boris Johnson 
(Con) (4.6.2008) 
 

26.06.2008    

Haltemprice 
and Howden 

Resignation of David Davis 
(Con) (18.6.2008) 
 

tbc    

67



Weekly Information Bulletin 

 
Political Party Contacts 

LABOUR PARTY 
39 Victoria Street 
London   
SW1H 0HA 
Tel: 08705 900200 
http://www.labour.org.uk 
 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY 
107 McDonald Road 
Edinburgh   
EH7 4NW 
Tel:  0131 525 8900 
http://www.snp.org 

CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
Conservative Campaign Headquarters 
30 Millbank 
London  
SW1P 4DP 
Tel:  020 7222 9000 
http://www.conservatives.com 
 

PLAID CYMRU 
18 Park Grove 
Cardiff   
CF10 3BN 
Tel:  029 2064 6000 
http://www.plaidcymru.org 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
4 Cowley Street 
London  
SW1P 3NB 
Tel:  020 7222 7999 
http://www.libdems.org.uk 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC & 
LABOUR PARTY 
Cranmore House 
121 Ormeau Road 
Belfast   
BT7 1SH 
Tel:  028 9024 7700 
http://www.sdlp.ie/ 
 

SINN FEIN 
Sinn Fein 
53 Falls Road 
Belfast  
BT12 4PD 
Tel:  028 9022 3000 
http://www.sinnfein.ie 

ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY 
Cunningham House 
429 Holywood Road 
Belfast 
BT4 2LN 
Tel: 028 9076 5500 
http://www.uup.org 
 

DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY 
91 Dundela Avenue 
Belfast  
BT4 3BU 
Tel: 028 9052 1323 
http://www.dup.org.uk 

 
Individual Members of Parliament can be contacted at: House of Commons London SW1A 0AA Tel:  020 7219 3000 
 
 
Internet: http://www.parliament.uk 
The Weekly Information Bulletin is published on the internet at 4.00pm on Friday’s.  It can be found by following links from 
Parliament's home page.  Also available here: 
 
• Commons and Lords Hansard (Official Report) by 

9.00am on the following day & Order Paper by 9.30am 
on sitting days 

 

• Information about The House of Commons and Members 
of Parliament and the House of Lords 

 

• Public and Private Bills before Parliament by 3.30pm 
on the day of publication (since 2002/03) 

 

• Standing Orders of the House of Commons - Public 
Business & Private Business  

 
• Select Committee press notices and publications since 

1997/98 
 

• Register of Members' Interests  

• Early Day Motions since 1997/98 • Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology 
 

• House of Commons Information Office Factsheets 
 

• Links to: Statutory Instruments since 1987 
 

• Sessional Information Digest since 1995-96 • Links to: Acts of Parliament since 1837 
 

• House of Commons Library Research Papers   
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Address Book 
 

For information about the HOUSE OF COMMONS,  
or further information contained in this BULLETIN 
 
 
House of Commons Information Office 
House of Commons, 
London  SW1A 2TT 
tel:  020 7219 4272 
fax: 020 7219 5839 
e-mail: hcinfo@parliament.uk  
(Please note that messages for MPs cannot be accepted) 
 
HOURS: Monday - Thursday 9.00 am – 6.00pm 
 Friday 9.00am - 4.30 pm 

(During recess 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday – 
Thursday, 9.00am – 4.00pm Friday)  

                         
For information about the HOUSE OF LORDS: 
 
House of Lords Information Office 
House of Lords, London  SW1A 0PW 
tel:  020 7219 3107 
fax: 020 7219 0620 
e-mail: hlinfo@parliament.uk 
 
HOURS: Monday - Thursday 10.00am – 6.00pm 
 Friday 10.00am – 4.00pm 

(During Recess 10.00am – 1.00pm and 2.00pm – 
4.00pm Monday - Friday) 

 
Information for SCHOOLS, TEACHERS AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE: 
 
Parliamentary Education Service 
House of Commons, London SW1A 2TT 
tel: 020 7219 2105 
Booking line: 020 7219 4496 
fax: 020 7219 0818 
e-mail: education@parliament.uk 
Website: http://www.explore.parliament.uk 
 
For information about the archives and history of both 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT: 
 
Parliamentary Archives 
Houses of Parliament 
London SW1A 0PW 
tel: 020 7219 3074 
fax: 020 7219 2570 
e-mail: archives@parliament.uk 
Website: www.parliament.uk/archives 
Catalogue: www.portcullis.parliament.uk 
 
For Information about SELECT COMMITTEE ACTIVITY: 
 
Committee Office 
House of Commons 
London SW1A 0AA 
tel: 020 7219 3267/4300 (general enquiry lines) 
 

For information about the PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMISSIONER FOR STANDARDS 
 
 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
Mr John Lyon CB 
House of Commons 
London SW1A OAA 
tel: 020 7219 0320 
fax: 020 7219 0490 
e-mail: lyonj@parliament.uk 
The Commissioner has responsibility for receiving and 
investigating complaints about the conduct of Members 
 
 
DEVOLVED PARLIAMENT AND ASSEMBLIES 
 
For information about the NORTHERN IRELAND 
ASSEMBLY: 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
Parliament Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast  BT4 3XX 
tel: 028 90 521137 
fax: 028 90 521961 
Website: http://www.niassembly.gov.uk 
 
 
For information about the SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT: 
 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
tel: 0131 348 5000 
Website: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk  
 
 
For information about the WELSH ASSEMBLY: 
 
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff  
CF99 1NA 
tel: 029 20 898 200 
Website: http://www.wales.gov.uk  
 
 
For information about the LONDON ASSEMBLY 
 
London Assembly 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
London SE1 2AA 
tel: 020 7983 4000 
Website: http://www.london.gov.uk 
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