








Weekly Information Bulletin 

Northern Ireland Affairs* 
Subject: Policing and Criminal Justice in Northern Ireland 
Witnesses: Committee on the Administration of Justice 

3pm The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

 
Thursday 13 March 

 
Health 
Subject: Health Inequalities 
Witnesses: Dr Fiona Adshead, Director General, Health Improvement, Mark Britnell, 
Director General, Commissioning and System Management, and Una O’Brien, 
Director of Policy and Strategy, Department of Health 

 
10:45am 

 
The Wilson Room, 
Portcullis House 

 
Friday 14 March 

 
None 

[The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded without notice] 
All public select committee meetings are webcast 
Select committees marked with * will be taken by BBC Parliament 
Recorded information about forthcoming select and standing committee meetings over the next two sitting days is available 
on:[Tel 020 7219 2033]. Please note: The decision of a Committee to sit in public may be rescinded, and the place altered 
without notice and Committees which sit at short notice may not be included in this list. 
 



Weekly Information Bulletin 

House of Lords Committees: Forthcoming Public Meetings 
Enquiries about Lords Committees may be put to the Lords Committee Office 020 7219 2940 

(Subject Matters are in brackets) 
 
 

Monday 10 March 
 
 
Intergovernmental Organisations                         4.00pm 
Evidence will be heard from Dr Christopher Conlon, Royal College of Physicians; Dr Maureen Baker, Royal College of 
General Practitioners; and from Dr Helen Williams and Dr Imelda Bates, Royal College of Pathologists. 
(Action to control the spread of infectious diseases) 
 
European Union Sub-Committee B          4.15pm 
Evidence will be heard from Mr Tim Figures, Divisional Manager; and Mr Phil Dykins, Team Leader, International Aviation 
and Safety, Department for Transport. 
(EU-US Aviation Agreement) 
 
 

Tuesday 11 March 
 
 
Science and Technology Sub-Committee I                       11.10am 
Evidence will be heard from Mr Andrew Lee, Director, Sustainable Development Commission; Miss Hannah Hislop, Policy 
Officer, Green Alliance; and Ms Julie Hill, Associate, Green Alliance. 
(Waste Reduction) 
 
Science and Technology Select Committee                                                    (a) 3.40pm  (b) 4.30pm 
Evidence will be heard from (a) Dr Pamela Kempton, Science & Innovation Manager in the Terrestrial and Freshwater 
Sciences, Natural Environmental Research Council (NERC); and Professor Georgina Mace, Director of Centre for 
Population Biology (NERC Collaborative Centre), Imperial College London; Dr Colin Miles, Section Head, Molecular and 
Cell Biology, Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC); Dr Alf Game, BBSRC; Prof Philip Esler, 
Chief Executive, Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC); and Prof Brian Cathcart, Kingston University (AHRC); 
and from (b) Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, witnesses tbc; and Dr Ben Cowell, Head of Museums 
Sponsorship, Department for Culture, Media and Sport. (Systematics and Taxonomy) 
 

 
Wednesday 12 March 

 
 
European Union Sub-Committee D        11.00am 
Evidence will be heard from Aaron Hatcher, Senior Research Fellow – Economics, CEMARE (Centre for the Economics 
and Management of Aquatic Resources), University of Portsmouth. 
(Inquiry into the Common Fisheries Policy) 
 
 

Thursday 13 March 
 
 
European Union Sub-Committee G        10.10am 
Evidence will be heard from Peter Lemmey, Director of Policy, Human Tissue Authority; Lord Patel, Chairman, National 
Patient Safety Agency; Dr Janet Wisely, Director of National Research Ethics Service; and Professor Margaret Brazier, 
Centre for Ethics and Social Policy, University of Manchester.  
(Organ donation and transplantation) 
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Select Committees: Publications received since the last Bulletin 
 
All publications are available from The Stationery Office. 
HC numbers refer to House of Commons papers session 2007-08 unless otherwise stated. 
Cm numbers refer to papers in the Command series. 
HLP numbers refer to House of Lords papers. 
Select Committee Reports (Section B) are also on the parliamentary website http://www.parliament.uk 
NAO & NIAO Reports are the forerunner of Public Accounts Committee inquiries. 
 
 
(A) Select Committee Evidence 
 

 
 
 
(B)  Select Committee Reports 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

 
Committee 

 
Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper and 
ISBN  
 

Price 
£ 
 

5.3 Environmental 
Audit 

3rd, The 2007 Pre-Budget Report and Comprehensive 
Spending Review: An environmental analysis 
Volume I 

HC 149-I 
0215 513915 

11.00 

5.3 Environmental 
Audit 

3rd, The 2007 Pre-Budget Report and Comprehensive 
Spending Review: An environmental analysis 
Volume II 

HC 149-II 
0215513939 

13.00 

4.3 European 
Scrutiny 

14th, Report of Session 2007-08 HC 16-xii 
0215 513885 

13.50 

4.3 Foreign Affairs 5th, Global Security: Iran HC 142 
0215 513854 

23.00 

4.3 International 
Development 

5th, Maternal Health 
Volume I 

HC 66-I 
0215 513830 

14.50 

4.3 International 
Development 

5th, Maternal Health 
Volume II 

HC 66-II 
0215 513847 

21.50 

5.3 International 
Development 

6th, DFID and the World Bank 
Volume I 

HC 67-I 
0215 513984 

13.50 

 
Date 
Received 
 

 
Committee 

 
Subject Witnesses 

Date 
Heard 

Paper No
and ISBN 

Price
£ 

6.3 Treasury Financial Services 
Authority Annual 
Report, 2006-07 

Sir Callum McCarthy, 
Chairman, Financial 
Services Authority; 
Mr Hector Sants, Chief 
Executive, Financial 
Services Authority 

22.1 HC 258-i 
0215 514066 

7.00 
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5.3 International 
Development 

6th, , DFID and the World Bank 
Volume II 

HC 67-II 
0215 513991 

16.50 

4.3 Joint Committee 
on Statutory 
Instruments 

11th, Report of Session 2007-08 HL 68  
HC 38-xi 
010 4012383 

4.50 

6.3 Joint Committee 
on Human Rights 

7th, A Life Like Any Other? Human Rights of Adults 
with Learning Disabilities 
Volume I 

HL 40-I 
HC 73-I 
010 4012376 

17.50 

6.3 Joint Committee 
on Human Rights 

7th, A Life Like Any Other? Human Rights of Adults 
with Learning Disabilities 
Volume II 

HL 40-II 
HC 73-II 
010 4012406 

30.00 

5.3 Liaison 1st, Pre-appointment hearings by select committees HC 384 
0215 514035 

8.50 

4.3 Public Accounts 12th, Coal Health Compensation Schemes HC 350 
0215 513878 

11.00 

6.3 Public Accounts 15th, Corporate Governance of the National Audit 
Office: Response to John Tiner’s Review 

HC 402 
0215514073 

5.00 

4.3 Treasury 6th, Financial Stability and Transparency HC 371 
0215 373892 

14.50 

5.3 Welsh Affairs 4th, The proposed National Assembly for Wales 
(Legislative Competence) Order in the Field of social 
welfare 2008 

HC 257 
0215 514004 

13.50 

4.3 Work and 
Pensions 

2nd, The best start in life? Alleviating deprivation, 
improving social mobility and eradicating child 
poverty 

HC 42-I 
0215 513861 

17.50 

 
 
(C) Government Responses to Select Committee Reports 
 
 
Date 
Received 
 

 
Committee 

 
Details of Original Report 
 

HC Paper or Cm 
No of response 
 

Price 
£ 
 

5.3 Business, 
Enterprise and 
Regulatory 
Reform 
 

2nd, The work of the Office of Fair Trading 
[HC 591] 

HC 372 
0215 514042 

3.00 

4.3 Communities and 
Local 
Government 

Communities and Local Government Committee’s 
Report on the Department for Communities and Local 
Government’s Annual Report 2007  
[HC 106] 
 

Cm 7335 
010 1733526 

5.15 
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4.3 Defence 3rd, UK/US Defence Trade Cooperation Treaty  
[HC 107] 

HC 375 
0215 513977 

3.00 

4.3 Environmental 
Audit 

9th, Report of Session 2006-07: The structure of 
Government and challenge of climate change  
[HC 740] 

HC 276 
0215 513953 

4.50 

7.3 Health 1st, Report of Session 2007-08 on the national Institute 
for Health and Clinical Excellence 
[HC27-I] 

Cm 7331 
010 1733120 

9.25 

4.3 Joint Committee 
on Human Rights 

13th, The Council of Europe Convention on the 
Prevention of Terrorism 

HL 67 
HC 380 
010 4012338 

5.00 

5.3 Northern Ireland 
Affairs 

1st, The Northern Ireland Prison Service  
[HC 118-i] 

HC 386 
0215 514011 

6.00 

4.3 Scottish Affairs 1st, Effects of tax increases on the oil industry  
[HC 35] 

HC 376 
0215 513908 

3.00 

4.3 Welsh Affairs 1st, The proposed Legislative Competence Order in 
Council on additional learning needs  
[HC 44] 

HC 377 
0215 513946 

4.50 

 
 
(D)   National Audit Office (NAO): Northern Ireland Audit Office (NIAO) 
 
 
Date 
Received 

 
Title 
 

Paper No 
and ISBN 

Price 
£ 

4.3 Ministry of Justice: Protecting the public: the work of the Parole Board HC 239 
010 2952001 
 

13.90 

5.3 Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs: Management of 
Expenditure 
 

HC 309 
010 2953060 

13.90 

6.3 Meeting needs? The Offenders’ Learning and Skills Service HC 310 
010 2953022 

13.90 

 
 
The Stationery Office (TSO) All papers listed in this section can be ordered from the Stationery Office. 
Contact details are shown on the back cover of this Bulletin 
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Select Committees: Current Inquiries 
 
Select Committee evidence is published as a House of Commons Paper; there is generally a delay of 4-6 weeks before the material is 
available.  When published it is also made available on the Parliament website.  All HC paper numbers shown are from the 2007-08                   
session unless otherwise stated.  Select Committees may also publish uncorrected transcripts of Ministers’ evidence on the website as soon 
as the transcript is available.  Hard copies of Select Committee publications can be purchased from The Stationery Office, contact details are 
shown on the back page of this bulletin.   
The website address for Select Committee publications is: 
http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm/cmselect.htm 
More details of current Select Committee inquiries can be found on the Parliament website: 
http://www.parliament.uk/what_s_on/hoc_news4.cfm 
 

COMMITTEE INQUIRY STAGE & NOTES 
Spring Supplementary Estimates Inquiry announced  

1st evidence session 4 March  
Turkey: Trade and EU Accession Oral evidence in progress    
Companies House Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 

Deadline for submissions 5 March 2008 
Energy Prices  Oral evidence in progress 
Recent developments in trade Oral evidence concluded 
Creating a Higher Value-added Economy Oral evidence in progress 
The UK Construction Industry Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  

Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform 
Committee  
(formerly Trade & 
Industry) 
 

Trade with India: One year on Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Children and Young Persons Bill  One-off Oral evidence concluded 20 February   
National Curriculum Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  

Deadline for submissions 17 March 
Looked-after Children Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 

Deadline for submissions 18 February   
Testing and Assessment Oral evidence concluded report in preparation  
Diversity of School Provision: Faith Schools  Oral evidence in progress 

Next evidence session 12 March  

Children, Schools and 
Families (formerly 
Education & Skills) 

The Work of Ofsted Oral evidence concluded  
Community Cohesion and Migration Inquiry announced 

Planning Skills Inquiry announced Written evidence invited  
Deadline for submissions 27 February   

Refuse Collection: Waste Reduction Pilots Report published 21 February 

Community Cohesion and Migration Inquiry announced  
1st evidence session 25 February   

Existing Housing & Climate Change Oral evidence concluded Report in preparation 

Communities &  
Local Government 
(Formerly ODPM) 
 

The Supply of Rented Housing Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  
Non Departmental Bodies Inquiry announced 

Draft Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill  Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  
Deadline for submissions 14 March  

Tourism  Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 12 March  

Harmful Content on the Internet and in Video Games Oral evidence in progress 
next evidence session 4 March   

European Commission White Paper on Sport Oral evidence in progress 

Culture, Media & Sport 

London 2012 Olympics and Paralympic Games Oral evidence concluded. Report in preparation 
Recruitment and the retention in the Armed Forces Inquiry announced  

Deadline for written evidence 17 March  

Defence Equipment 2007 Oral evidence in progress 
UK Operations in Iraq Report in preparation 

Defence 

Defence Equipment  Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  
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UK Defence: commitments and resources Oral evidence concluded 
Draft Report in preparation 

Operational costs in Afghanistan and Iraq: Spring 
Supplementary Estimate 2007-08 

Report to be published 10 March  

The Future of NATO and European Defence Oral evidence concluded 
Draft Report in preparation 

Post-Kyoto: The International Context for Progress 
on Climate Change 

Inquiry announced  

Structure of Government and the challenge of climate 
change   

Government to be response published 3 March    

Climate change and local, regional and devolved 
government   

Oral evidence in progress 

Pre-Budget 2007 and Comprehensive Spending 
Review   

Report published 5 March: awaiting Government 
response 

Challenge of Climate change  Oral evidence in progress 

Reducing carbon emissions from UK business: The 
role of the Climate Change Levy and Agreements   

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Report published 10 March   

Environmental Audit 
 

Personal Carbon Allowances  Oral evidence in progress 
Environmental Audit 
Sub-Committee 

Environmental Labelling Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Draft Marine Bill Pre-legislative scrutiny announced  

Committee on Climate Change One-off oral evidence session announced 26 March 
2008 

British Waterways 2008 Oral evidence in progress 
Deadline for submissions 10 March: Next evidence 

Defra science Invitation to help frame inquiry  

Energy efficiency and fuel poverty  Invitation to help frame inquiry 
Deadline for submissions 2 April 2008 

Defra’s Departmental Report 2007 & Defra priorities Oral evidence in progress 

Climate change: the “citizen’s agenda” and the Bali 
Summit  

One-off evidence session concluded 20 February   

Implementation of the Nitrates Directive in England One-off oral evidence concluded 5 March report in 
preparation  

Waste Strategy for England 2007 Written evidence invited  

Flooding Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Climate Change: international policy post-2012 Inquiry announced 
Defra’s Departmental Report 2007 Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Badgers and cattle TB: final report of the ISG Report published 27 February   

Environment, Food & 
Rural Affairs 

The potential of England’s rural economy Refocus of inquiry: Written evidence invited 
Deadline for submissions 20 March  

Environment, Food & 
Rural Affairs  
Sub-committee 

Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation   

Temporary Workers Directive Oral evidence in progress 
Intergovernmental Conference for a Reform Treaty Oral evidence concluded 
Consumer protection: sale of timeshare Oral evidence concluded 

European Scrutiny 

(i) Police Co-operation in Criminal Matters (ii) 
European Arrest Warrant  

Report published as part of 8th Report 29 January  

Foreign Affairs 
 

Global Security: Japan and Korea  Inquiry announced, Written evidence invited 
Deadline for submissions 7 March  
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Global Security: Iran Report published 2 March: awaiting Government 
response 

European Council  Oral evidence in progress 
Developments in the European Union Oral evidence in progress 
Overseas Territories Oral evidence in progress  

Health Inequalities  Oral evidence in progress  
1st evidence session 13 March   

Dental Services Oral evidence concluded 
Written evidence published 4 February  

Health 

Modernising Medical Careers  Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation    

Human Trafficking  Inquiry announced: Oral evidence in progress 

UK Immigration Issues One-off oral evidence concluded: Report in 
Preparation  

Domestic Violence  Oral evidence in progress 
Towards Effective Sentencing  Oral evidence in progress 

Home Affairs 
 

Identity Cards: data security issues One-off evidence session concluded 26 February   
Immigration and Human Rights Oral evidence in progress 

The human rights of adults with learning difficulties Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Data Protection and Human Rights Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

British Bill of Rights Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence 10 March 2008 

Joint Committee on 
Human Rights 
 

The Use of Restraint in Secure training Centres Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  
After Leitch: implementing skills and training 
policies 

Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 
Deadline for submissions 18 April 

Renewable Electricity- Generation Technologies  Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 12 March 

The Work and operation of the copyright tribunal Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 

Engineering Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  
Deadline for submissions 15 March 

The Leitch Review of Skills One-off evidence session postponed 

Science Budget Allocations  Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation    

Innovation, Universities  
& Skills 

Biosecurity in UK research laboratories Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 

Innovation, Universities & 
Skills Sub-Committee on 
the Copyright Tribunal  

The Work and operation of the copyright tribunal Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation   

Co-ordination for Aid Effectiveness Inquiry announced, Written evidence invited 
Deadline for submissions 15 February  

The World Food Programme and Global Food 
Security  

Inquiry announced, Written evidence invited 

DFID and China  Inquiry announced, Written evidence invited 

DFID and the African Development Bank Inquiry announced, Written evidence invited 

DFID’s Programme in Nigeria Inquiry postponed  

Humanitarian and Development Situation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories  

Inquiry announced, Written evidence invited 

DFID and the World Bank Report published 5 March: awaiting Government 
response 

Maternal Health Report published 2 March: awaiting Government 
response 

International 
Development 
 

Renewable Energy Generation Technologies  Inquiry announced written evidence invited  
 

Justice (formerly Towards Effective Sentencing Oral evidence in progress 
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Justice Reinvestment Oral evidence in progress   
Next evidence 13 March   

The new Ministry of Justice Government response published February  2008 
Devolution: A Decade On Oral evidence in progress 

Next Oral evidence session 26 February    

Judicial Appointments Commission Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Uncorrected oral evidence on website: HC 416-I & ii 

Ministry of Justice: Aims and objectives Oral evidence concluded 
Uncorrected oral evidence on website: HC 938 i 

Scrutiny of the draft Queen’s Speech Report published 23 January as Scrutiny of the Draft 
Legislative Programme  

Regional accountability Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 5 March    

Modernisation of the 
House of Commons 

Debating departmental objectives and annual reports Written evidence invited 

Varney Review of tax policy in Northern Ireland One-off evidence session concluded  
Evidence session held 27 February   

Northern Ireland Affairs 

Policing and Criminal Justice in Northern Ireland Oral evidence in progress  
Next evidence session 12 March  

Procedure E-petitions Oral evidence in progress 
Securing Host Nation Sporting Success in 2012 One-off oral evidence session announced 2 April 
Increasing employment rates for ethnic minorities One-off oral evidence session announced 31 March 

Pay modernisation in the NHS – GPs Contracts One-off oral evidence session announced 26 March 
Improving the management of resources in the 
DEFRA family One-off oral evidence session announced 19 March 

Major Projects Report 2007 One-off oral evidence session announced 17 March 

Community Orders One-off oral evidence session announced 23 April  

Government preparations for digital switchover One-off oral evidence session announced 10 March 
The delivery of the Administrative Burdens 
Reduction Programme, 2007 

Report in preparation 

Leaving the Services Report in preparation 

Managing change in operational PFI projects Report in preparation 
Progress in tackling benefit fraud Report in preparation 

The cancellation of Bicester Accommodation Centre Report in preparation 
Management of Large Business Corporation Tax by 
HMRC 

Report in preparation 

DEFRA Single Payment Scheme: follow-up Report in preparation 

Report on the NHS Summarised Accounts 2006-07: 
Achieving financial balance 

Report in preparation 

Compensating victims of violent crime Report in preparation 

Use of office property by government departments Report in preparation 

BBC Procurement Report in preparation 
Data loss at HM Revenue and Customs Report in preparation 

The Budget for the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympics Games Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Implementing crisis resolution home treatment 
services in England One-off oral evidence session announced 

Housing Marker Renewal: Pathfinders Report in preparation 

The Pensions Regulator Report in preparation 

 

Public Accounts  
 
 
 

Government on the internet: Progress in delivering 
Information and Services Online 

One-off oral evidence session concluded: Report in 
preparation 
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DEFRA: The delays in administering the 2005 Single 
Payment System Scheme in England 

One-off oral evidence session announced 
 

Coal Health Compensation Scheme Report published 4 March: Awaiting Government 
response 

Managing the Defence Estate: Quality  Report in preparation 
Upgrade of the Bangor to Belfast Railway Report in preparation 
Department for Transport: Vehicle Excise Duty Report in preparation 
The performance of the government as a shareholder Report in preparation 
Passport Agency- Biometric passports Report in preparation 
Department of Health Oral evidence in progress 
National programme for IT Report in preparation 

Department of Health: Improving services and Report in preparation 

Patient choice at the point of GP referral Report in preparation 

Lobbying Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 6 March    

Public Administration 
 
 
 Third Sector Commissioning Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

 Public Services: Putting People First Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation  
Regulatory Reform and the Better Regulation 
Executive 

Oral evidence in progress 

Draft Legislative Reform (Health and Safety 
Executive) Order 2008 

Draft Legislative Reform Order laid on 29 January 
(subsequently withdrawn) Re-laid 18 February    
Report to be published 10 March   

Draft Legislative Reform (Local Authority Consent 
Requirements) (England and Wales) Order 2007 

Report published 3 December; Awaiting Draft order 
to be laid  

Draft Regulatory Reform (Deer) (England and 
Wales) Order 2007 Report published 23 July  

Proposal for the Regulatory Reform (Public Service 
Vehicles) Order 2006 

Report Published on 7 February 2006: 
Awaiting Draft Order to be laid 

Regulatory Reform 
 

Proposal for the Regulatory Reform (Deer) (England 
and Wales) Order 2007 

Report published on 2 April: 
Awaiting Draft Order to be laid 

Experience of the Scottish Elections Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Effects of tax increases on the oil industry Government response published 29 February   

Scottish Affairs 
 

Employment &  Skills for the Defence Industry in 
Scotland 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 11 March 

Statutory Instruments 
(Joint Committee)  

Business under Standing Order No 151, followed as 
necessary by meetings of the Select Committee on 
Statutory Instruments for business under Standing 
Order No 151(10) 

Continuing scrutiny: Report to be published 
Joint Committee 12th Report 2007-08 published 10 
March     

Quadripartite Committee  2006 Annual Report on Strategic Export Controls and 
the quarterly reports produced during 2006 and 2007 

Oral evidence in progress 
next evidence session 20 March 

The Blue Badge (Disabled Parking) Reform Strategy 
 

Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 
Deadline for submissions 29 February   

Pre-legislative scrutiny of the Draft Local Transport 
Bill 

Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
 

Transport Security: Travelling without Fear Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Department for Transport’s Annual Report 2007 Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Rail white paper Oral evidence session in progress 
Delivering a sustainable railway: a 30-year strategy 
for the railways? 

Oral evidence in progress 
Next evidence session 19 March    

The future of BAA Report to be published 14 March   
Ticketing on public transport Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

The Transport Innovation Fund Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 

Transport 

Freight Transport Oral evidence in progress 
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 Transport Security: Travelling without Fear Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Budget 2008 Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited 

Deadline for submissions 17 March: Evidence 
i 1 18 d 19 hInherited Estates  Inquiry announced: Written evidence invited  

Deadline for submissions 14 April 
Financial Stability and Transparency Final Report published 3 March: awaiting 

Government response 
Financial Reporting and the National Accounts One-off oral evidence session concluded  

Treasury 
 

Progress on the efficiency programme in the 
Chancellor’s departments 

Inquiry announced: written evidence invited 
 

Administration and expenditure of the chancellor’s 
departments in 2006-07 

Report published 7 March: awaiting Government 
response 

HM Revenue & Customs: administration and 
expenditure in 2006–07 Oral evidence concluded 

The Adjudicator’s Office: administration and 
expenditure in 2006-07 

Oral evidence concluded 

Treasury Sub-committee 

Counting the Population Oral evidence concluded: Report in preparation 
Globalisation and its Impact on Wales Oral evidence concluded  

Provision of Cross-Border Public Services for Wales Inquiry announced  

Welsh Affairs 

Proposed Legislative Competence Order in Council: 
Domiciliary Care 

Report published 5 March: awaiting Government 
response 

The Best start in Life Report published 3 March: awaiting Government 
response 

Department of Work and Pensions Autumn One-off oral evidence session concluded 3 March   
Child Poverty Oral evidence in progress 

Work & Pensions 

Health and Safety Commission and Executive Oral evidence in progress 
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White Papers and Green Papers 
received since last Bulletin 

 
WHITE PAPERS are issued by the Government as statements of policy, and often set out proposals for legislative changes, 
which may be debated before a Bill is introduced. Some White Papers may invite comments. 
GREEN PAPERS set out for discussion, proposals which are still at a formative stage. 
Not all discussion papers are published and put on general release:  some are sent only to a predetermined list of consultees.  
This is a matter solely for the Department concerned. 
Papers to which an ISBN and price are appended are normally available through The Stationery Office.  For others, 
application should be made to the department concerned. External links provided in this section are correct as at the time of 
going to press, however they are not updated after that date. 
 
White Papers 
 
None   
 
Green Papers 
 
None   
 
Regulatory Impact Assessments received since the last Bulletin 
 
Date Title Contact 
4.03.2008 The Draft Sex Discrimination (Amendment of 

Legislation) Regulations 2008 
Elizabeth Solowo-Coker 
Government Equalities Office 
5th Floor, Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London 
SW1E 5DU 
United Kingdom 
Tel: 020 7944 0639 
 

 
Other Papers 
 
 
Border & Immigration Agency: Introducing Compulsory Identity Cards for Foreign Nationals, ISBN: 1847265982 
 
Home Office: National Identity Scheme; Delivery Plan 2008, ISBN: 1847266231 
 
Challenges and opportunities in identy assurance, Sir James Crosby, ISBN: 1845323912                                                                           
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European Communities Documents to be considered 
EU documents recommended for debate by the European Scrutiny Committee 

 
Progress of documents to be considered by the House is noted in the “European Union Documents” list, in the Vote Bundle, 
and on the parliament website at:  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeudoc/cmeudoc.htm. 
 
Members and others with access to the PIMS database can check the status and progress of EU documentation. 
 
Enquiries can be directed to the European Scrutiny Select Committee office on 020 7219 5467/1548. 
The European Scrutiny Select Committee meets each Wednesday at 2.30pm when the House is sitting.  Under Standing 
Order No. 143, the Committee examines:  “any proposal under the Community Treaties for legislation by the Council acting 
jointly with the European parliament”. 
This includes draft Regulations and Directives, Decisions of the Council and Budgetary documents.  The Committee 
examine the documents for political and legal implications, and decides whether it should be considered further in European 
Standing Committee, or for the most important documents, on the floor of the House.  Recommendations for further 
consideration are noted in the list of “Memoranda” in the days Votes and Proceedings.  Reports of the European Scrutiny 
Committee are available from TSO or on the parliament website at:  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeuleg.htm 
For information on the House of Commons and European Communities Legislation see HCIO Factsheet L11. 
 
COM documents are available for consultation in the 44 European Documentation Centres (most of which are in university 
libraries) or the 22 European Information Centres.   
SEC documents are not normally available for public consultation.  The occasional important one on policy issues may be 
available in the above centres. 
For information about your nearest ED or EIC Tel: 020 7973 1992 (London Office of the European Commission) or  
Tel: 01482 465941, (ED Librarian, University of Hull). 
Members of Parliament may obtain copies from the Vote Office by reference to the yellow demand form, quoting the number 
after the COM or SEC number. 
COM Documents and EC legislation are available from The Stationery Office as ScanFax items, which are supplied as loose-
leaf pages. They are printed from an optical disc system.  Prices start from £5.10 (incl. VAT @17.5%) for an item of up to 4 
pages. Prices include free delivery by fax, or by first class post. 
Orders can be placed using a Stationery Office account number, credit card, or cheque in advance.  Please telephone  
The Stationery Office on Tel: 020 7873 8372/8496, or Fax 020 7873 8416 
European Union Website:  http://www.europa.eu.int/index_en.htm 
 
 
European Standing Committee A  
 
 
Fisheries: control, inspection and sanction systems (16071/07) – 31.03.2008 
 
Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2020 and Review of the Emissions Trading Scheme (5849/08 and Addenda 1 
and 5862/08 and Addenda 1 to 3) 
 
 
European Standing Committee B 
 
 
The Accession Process in the Western Balkans (14993/07, 14995/07, 14996/07, 14997/07, 14999/07 and 15001/07)  
 
Economic migration to the EU (14490/07 and Addenda 1 and 2 and 14491/07 and Addenda 1 and 2) – 17.03.2008 
 
European defence equipment market and European Defence Agency (14937/07, 15413/07 and 16682/07 and Addenda 1 and 
2) – 10.03.2008 
 
Interim political agreement on co-operation between the European Union and its member states and the Republic of Serbia 
(15616/07 and Addenda 1 and 2, 15690/07 and Addenda 1 and 2 and Unnumbered Explanatory Memorandum) 
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European Standing Committee C 
 
 
Insolvency and second chances (13832/07) – 25.03.2008 
 
Electronic Communications Networks and Services (15371/07) – 18.03.2008 
 
Promotion of Energy from Renewable Resources (5421/08 and Addenda 1 and 2) 
 
Carbon Capture and Storage (5835/08 and Addenda 1 and 2) 
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Early Day Motions tabled between  
29 February – 7 March 2008 

 
Early Day Motion is a colloquial term for a notice given by a Member for which no date has been fixed for debate.  This 
section records the date, number, primary sponsor and title of EDMs tabled in the last week. 
For information about the text and signatories see ‘Notices of Motions’ section of the Vote Bundle, the EDM Database at 
http://www.parliament.uk or contact the House of Commons Information Office (Tel: 020 7219 4272) who will advise. 
For Information on Early Day Motions see HCIO Factsheet P3 at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm 
 

Date EDM Primary 
Sponsor 

Title 

29.02.08 1081 Justine Greening PUPILS LEARNING IN AVIATION NOISE ENVIRONMENTS 

29.02.08 1082 Adam Afriyie FUNDING OF PARTICLE PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY 

29.02.08 1083 Mr Nick Clegg REFERENDUM ON UK MEMBERSHIP OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

3.03.08 1084 Greg Mulholland LEEDS RHINOS CARNEGIE WORLD CLUB CHALLENGE CHAMPIONS 
2008 

3.03.08 1085 Mr Angus MacNeil ABOLITION OF THE GRADUATE ENDOWMENT FEE IN SCOTLAND 

3.03.08 1086 Stewart Hosie LOCAL TAXATION IN SCOTLAND 

3.03.08 1087 Dr Ian Gibson TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF NHS BREAST AND CERVICAL 
SCREENING 

3.03.08 1088 Mr David Cameron RATING AND VALUATION (S.I., 2008, N0. 386) 

3.03.08 1089 John McDonnell TAX PAID BY RAILWAY COMPANIES 

3.03.08 1090 Bill Wiggin FISHERY PROTECTION AND THE BELGIAN BEAM TRAWLER 
ZILVERMEEUW 

3.03.08 1091 Jeremy Corbyn RECENT ARREST AND DETENTION OF ETHNIC INDIAN HUMAN 
RIGHTS DEFENDERS IN MALAYSIA 

3.03.08 1092 Mr Stephen Crabb INSURANCE COVER FOR OWNERS OF ANIMALS 

3.03.08 1093 Mr Austin Mitchell CORPORATION TAX AVOIDANCE SCHEMES 

3.03.08 1094 Alan Simpson POST OFFICE CLOSURES (NO.2) 

3.03.08 1095 Mr Austin Mitchell TESCO AND TAX 

3.03.08 1096 Hwyel Williams PARKING CHARGES AT WELSH HOSPITALS 

3.03.08 1097 Mr Richard Bacon BRITISH PIG FARMING AND THE PIGS ARE WORTH IT! CAMPAIGN 

3.03.08 1098 Bob Russell 60th ANNIVERSARY OF SPORTS REPORT 

3.03.08 1099 Richard Burden GAZA 

4.03.08 1100 Colin Challen PROMS FESTIVAL 

4.03.08 1101 Mr Lee Scott POST OFFICES IN ILFORD NORTH 

4.03.08 1102 Mr Stephen O’Brien HEADACHE DISORDERS 

4.03.08 1103 Mr Graham Stuart FUNDING FOR RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCILS 

4.03.08 1104 Greg Mulholland WINTER FUEL PAYMENTS FOR FAMILIES WITH SEVERELY DISABLED 
CHILDREN UNDER FIVE 

4.03.08 1105 Ms Diane Abbott MOTHERS IN THE LABOUR MARKET 

4.03.08 1106 Kate Hoey INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE AND THE 70th ANNIVERSARY OF 
GUERNICA 

4.03.08 1107 Clive Efford TESCO AND TAX (No. 2) 

4.03.08 1108 Mr Austin Mitchell PRIVATE FINANCE INITIATIVE AND TAX HAVENS 

4.03.08 1109 Adam Price CAPITAL GAINS TAX, SECOND HOMES AND THE 2008 BUDGET 

4.03.08 1110 Mr Lindsay Hoyle BBC PROMS 
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4.03.08 1111 Nick Harvey RURAL POVERTY (NO.2) 

4.03.08 1112 Harry Cohen NHS MATERNITY SERVICES 

4.03.08 1113 Mr Michael Clapham COLLIERY SCREEN WORKERS AND THE INDUSTRIAL INJURIES 
ADVISORY COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 

4.03.08 1114 John Hemming CONVICTION OF MARTIN MCCABE 

4.03.08 1115 Gordon Banks BANNING OF LOOPED BLIND CORDS 

5.03.08 1116 Jon Trickett HOUSING AND EMPLOYMENT 

5.03.08 1117 Daniel Kawczynski LEARNING AND SKILLS COUNCIL AND CO-LOCATION OF 
SHREWSBURY SIXTH FORM COLLEGE AND SHREWSBURY COLLEGE 
OF ART AND TECHNOLOGY 

5.03.08 1118 Mr Nigel Evans VAT ON SCHOOL-SPECIFIIC UNIFORMS 

5.03.08 1119 Ann Winterton MISSING PEOPLE 

5.03.08 1120 Mr Nigel Evans POST OFFICES IN RIBBLE VALLEY 

5.03.08 1121 Tom Brake WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING 

5.03.08 1122 Mr Virendra Sharma SOUTHALL BLACK SISTERS FACING CLOSURE 

5.03.08 1123 John Battle RIGHTS FOR HOMEWORKERS 

5.03.08 1124 Mr Martin Caton MENTAL HEALTH AND GREEN EXERCISE 

5.03.08 1125 Helen Southworth YOUNG RUNAWAYS 

5.03.08 1126 Mrs Joan Humble ADVOCACY FOR LOOKED-AFTER CHILDREN 

5.03.08 1127 Mr David Burrowes HUMAN FERTILISATION AND EMBRYOLOGY BILL 

5.03.08 1128 Mr Michael Clapham THE CORONERS BILL AND THE TREATMENT OF MESOTHELIOMA 
PATIENTS 

6.03.08 1129 Ms Diane Abbott CHINESE INVESTMENT IN DARFUR 

6.03.08 1130 John McDonnell LONDON UNDERGROUND PPP 

6.03.08 1131 Mr David Evennett POST OFFICES IN BEXLEYHEATH AND CRAYFORD 

6.03.08 1132 Mr David Evennett RELOCATION OF BEXLEYHEATH POST OFFICE 

6.03.08 1133 Sir Nicholas 
Winterton 

COMMONWEALTH DAY 2008 – THE ENVIRONMENT OUR FUTURE 

6.03.08 1134 Nick Harvey TREATMENT OF NON-BRITISH SERVICE FAMILIES 
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State of the Parties in the House of Commons as at 7 March 2008 
 
Labour 352 Social Democratic & Labour Party 

(Messrs Durkan, McDonnell, McGrady) 
 

3 

Conservative 193 Independent Labour 
Clare Short 
 

1 

Liberal Democrat 63 Independent Conservative  
Andrew Pelling 
Derek Conway 
 

2 

Scottish National Party / Plaid Cymru 
(SNP - Messrs Robertson, Salmond, Weir, Wishart, 
MacNeil & Hosie / PC - Messrs Llwyd, Price, H 
Williams) 
 

9 Independent 
Dr Richard Taylor  
Dai Davies 
Robert Wareing 
 

3 

Democratic Unionist Party 
(Messrs Campbell, Dodds, Donaldson, McCrea, 
Paisley, P Robinson, Ms Iris Robinson, Simpson, 
Wilson) 
 

9 Respect 
George Galloway 
 
 

1 

Ulster Unionist 
(Lady Hermon) 
 

1 The Speaker and 3 Deputies 
(Sir Alan Haselhurst, CWM;  Mrs Sylvia Heal, 
1st DCWM;  Sir Michael Lord, 2nd DCWM)  
 

4 (Do not 
normally 
vote) 

Sinn Fein 
(Messrs Adams, Doherty, McGuinness, Murphy & 
Ms Gildernew) 

5 (Have not 
taken their 
seats and 
cannot vote) 

Vacant seats 
 

0 

  Total number of seats 
 

Current working Government Majority 
(352 Labour MPs less 285 of all other parties – 
excludes Speaker & Deputies and Sinn Fein) 

646 
 
 
67 

 
The total number of women MPs is 126 
(Lab 95; Con 17; LD 9; DU 1; SF 1; UU 1; DCWM 1; Ind Lab 1) 
CWM:  Chairman of Ways and Means 
1st DCWM:  1st Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means 
2nd DCWM:  2nd Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means 
 

By-Elections and new MPs since the General Election of May 2005 
 
 
Vacancy 

 
Cause 

By -
Election 
 

 
New Member 
 
 

Date of 
introduction 

Maiden 
Speech 

Cheadle Death of Patsy Calton 
(LD) (29.5.2005) 
 

14.7.2005 Mark Hunter (LD) 19.7.2005 21.7.2005 

Livingston Death of Robin Cook 
(Lab) (6.8.2005) 
 

29.9.2005 Jim Devine (Lab) 10.10.2005 25.10.2005 

Dunfermline 
and West Fife 

Death of Rachel Squire 
(Lab) (5.1.2006) 
 

9.2.2006 Willie Rennie (LD) 13.2.2006 1.3.2006 

Blaenau 
Gwent 

Death of Peter Law (Ind) 
(25.4.2006) 
 

29.6.2006 Dai Davies (Ind) 4.7.2006 20.7.2006 

Bromley & 
Chislehurst 
 

Death of Eric Forth (Con) 
(18.5.2006) 

29.6.2006 Bob Neill (Con) 3.7.2006 19.7.2006 

Sedgefield Resignation of the Rt Hon 
Tony Blair (Lab) 
(27.6.2007) 

19.7.2007 Phil Wilson (Lab) 23.7.2007 8.10.2007 

Ealing 
Southall 

Death of Piara Khabra 
(Lab) 
(19.6.2007) 

19.7.2007 Virendra Kumar Sharma 
(Lab) 

23.7.2007 8.10.2007 
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Political Party Contacts 

LABOUR PARTY 
39 Victoria Street 
London   
SW1H 0HA 
Tel: 08705 900200 
http://www.labour.org.uk 
 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY 
107 McDonald Road 
Edinburgh   
EH7 4NW 
Tel:  0131 525 8900 
http://www.snp.org 

CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
Conservative Campaign Headquarters 
30 Millbank 
London  
SW1P 4DP 
Tel:  020 7222 9000 
http://www.conservatives.com 
 

PLAID CYMRU 
18 Park Grove 
Cardiff   
CF10 3BN 
Tel:  029 2064 6000 
http://www.plaidcymru.org 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
4 Cowley Street 
London  
SW1P 3NB 
Tel:  020 7222 7999 
http://www.libdems.org.uk 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC & 
LABOUR PARTY 
Cranmore House 
121 Ormeau Road 
Belfast   
BT7 1SH 
Tel:  028 9024 7700 
http://www.sdlp.ie/ 
 

SINN FEIN 
Sinn Fein 
53 Falls Road 
Belfast  
BT12 4PD 
Tel:  028 9022 3000 
http://www.sinnfein.ie 

ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY 
Cunningham House 
429 Holywood Road 
Belfast 
BT4 2LN 
Tel: 028 9076 5500 
http://www.uup.org 
 

DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY 
91 Dundela Avenue 
Belfast  
BT4 3BU 
Tel: 028 9052 1323 
http://www.dup.org.uk 

 
Individual Members of Parliament can be contacted at: House of Commons London SW1A 0AA Tel:  020 7219 3000 
 
 
Internet: http://www.parliament.uk 
The Weekly Information Bulletin is published on the internet at 4.00pm on Friday’s.  It can be found by following links from 
Parliament's home page.  Also available here: 
 
• Commons and Lords Hansard (Official Report) by 

9.00am on the following day & Order Paper by 9.30am 
on sitting days 

 

• Information about The House of Commons and Members 
of Parliament and the House of Lords 

 

• Public and Private Bills before Parliament by 3.30pm 
on the day of publication (since 2002/03) 

 

• Standing Orders of the House of Commons - Public 
Business & Private Business  

 
• Select Committee press notices and publications since 

1997/98 
 

• Register of Members' Interests  

• Early Day Motions since 1997/98 • Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology 
 

• House of Commons Information Office Factsheets 
 

• Links to: Statutory Instruments since 1987 
 

• Sessional Information Digest since 1995-96 • Links to: Acts of Parliament since 1988 
 

• House of Commons Library Research Papers   
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Address Book 
 

For information about the HOUSE OF COMMONS,  
or further information contained in this BULLETIN 
 
 
House of Commons Information Office 
House of Commons, 
London  SW1A 2TT 
tel:  020 7219 4272 
fax: 020 7219 5839 
e-mail: hcinfo@parliament.uk  
(Please note that messages for MPs cannot be accepted) 
 
HOURS: Monday - Thursday 9.00 am – 6.00pm 
 Friday 9.00am - 4.30 pm 

(During recess 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday – 
Thursday, 9.00am – 4.00pm Friday)  

                         
For information about the HOUSE OF LORDS: 
 
House of Lords Information Office 
House of Lords, London  SW1A 0PW 
tel:  020 7219 3107 
fax: 020 7219 0620 
e-mail: hlinfo@parliament.uk 
 
HOURS: Monday - Thursday 10.00am – 6.00pm 
 Friday 10.00am – 4.00pm 

(During Recess 10.00am – 1.00pm and 2.00pm – 
4.00pm Monday - Friday) 

 
Information for SCHOOLS, TEACHERS AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE: 
 
Parliamentary Education Service 
House of Commons, London SW1A 2TT 
tel: 020 7219 2105 
fax: 020 7219 0818 
e-mail: edunit@parliament.uk 
 
For information about the archives and history of both 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT: 
 
Parliamentary Archives 
Houses of Parliament 
London SW1A 0PW 
tel: 020 7219 3074 
fax: 020 7219 2570 
e-mail: archives@parliament.uk 
Website: www.parliament.uk/archives 
Catalogue: www.portcullis.parliament.uk 
 
For Information about SELECT COMMITTEE ACTIVITY: 
 
Committee Office 
House of Commons 
London SW1A 0AA 
tel: 020 7219 3267/4300  (general enquiry lines) 
tel: 020 7219 2033 (recorded message providing information 
about forthcoming meetings, subjects under discussion and 
contact numbers for further information.) 
 

For information about the PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMISSIONER FOR STANDARDS 
 
 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
Mr John Lyon CB 
House of Commons 
London SW1A OAA 
tel: 020 7219 0320 
fax: 020 7219 0490 
e-mail: mawerp@parliament.uk 
The Commissioner has responsibility for receiving and 
investigating complaints about the conduct of Members 
 
 
DEVOLVED PARLIAMENT AND ASSEMBLIES 
 
For information about the NORTHERN IRELAND 
ASSEMBLY: 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
Parliament Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast  BT4 3XX 
tel: 028 90 521137 
fax: 028 90 521961 
Website: http://www.niassembly.gov.uk 
 
 
For information about the SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT: 
 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
tel: 0131 348 5000 
Website: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk  
 
 
For information about the WELSH ASSEMBLY: 
 
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff  
CF99 1NA 
tel: 029 20 898 200 
Website: http://www.wales.gov.uk  
 
 
For information about the LONDON ASSEMBLY 
 
London Assembly 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
London SE1 2AA 
tel: 020 7983 4000 
Website: http://www.london.gov.uk 
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