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Weekly Information Bulletin 
 
                  The next Bulletin will be published on Saturday 24 November 2007  
 
Result of the Private Members’ Bill Ballot 
 

1. Mr Michael 
2. Mrs Sharon Hodgson 
3. Andrew Miller 
4. Mr Julian Brazier 
5. Mr John Heppell  
6. Mr Stephen Crabb 
7. Nigel Griffiths 
8. Mark Lazarowicz 
9. Keith Hill 
10. Mr Tim Yeo 
 

 
11. Julie Morgan 
12. David Howarth 
13. Mr Michael Mates 
14. Simon Hughes 
15. Derek Conway 
16. Pete Wishart 
17. Justine Greening 
18. Anne Snelgrove 
19. Mr William Cash 
20. Mr Gordon Prentice 

Private Members’ Bill Fridays  

The Leader of the House has announced that the following Fridays have been allocated for the consideration of 
Private Members’ Bills during the 2007/08 session: 
 
2008: 25 January, 1, 22 and 29 February, 7 and 14 March, 25 April, 9 and 16 May, 6, 13 and 20 June and 17 
October. 

 
Presentation Day 
 

The Private Members Ballot Bills will be presented to the House on Wednesday 5 December 2007 
 

House of Commons Calendar for 2007/2008 session 
 

The Leader of the House has announced the following provisional recess dates for the 2007/2008 session: 
 

Christmas recess 2007 
 The House will rise on Tuesday 18 December 2007 and return on Monday 7 January 2008 
 
Spring half term recess 2008 

The House will rise on Thursday 7 February 2008 and return on Monday 18 February 2008  
 

Easter recess 2008 
The House will rise on Thursday 3 April 2008 and return on Monday 21 April 2008 
 

Whitsun recess 2008 
The House will rise on Thursday 22 May 2008 and return on Monday 2  June 2008 
 

Summer recess 2008 
The House will rise on Tuesday 22 July 2008 and return on Monday 6 October 2008 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk 
The Parliament website provides information on parliamentary proceedings, membership of both Houses and general 
information on a wide range of parliamentary matters.  See index for material available on the website. 
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      Order of Oral Questions 

(Next Sitting period N.B. All dates are provisional) 
 

Monday 5th November – Thursday 13th December 2007 

Mon. 5 Nov Tues. 6 Nov  Wed. 7 Nov Thurs. 8 Nov 
• None • None • None • None 

Mon. 12 Nov  Tues. 13 Nov Wed. 14 Nov Thurs. 15 Nov 
• Children, Schools and 

Families 
• Health • Northern Ireland 

• Prime Minister 
 

• Innovation, 
Universities and Skills 

Mon. 19 Nov Tues. 20 Nov Wed. 21 Nov Thurs. 22 Nov 
• Work and Pensions 
 

• Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 

• Wales 
• Prime Minister 
 

• Business, Enterprise 
and Regulatory Reform 

Mon. 26 Nov Tues. 27 Nov Wed. 28 Nov  Thu. 29 Nov 
• Home Office • Communities and Local 

Government 
 

• Scotland 
• Prime Minister 

• Treasury 

Mon. 3 Dec Tues. 4 Dec Wed. 5 Dec Thu. 6 Dec 
• Defence • Transport • International 

Development 
• Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs 
Mon. 10 Dec Tues. 11 Dec Wed. 12 Dec Thu. 13 Dec 

• Culture, Media and 
Sport 

• Olympics 

• Justice • Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster 

• Prime Minister 

• Church Commissioners 
Public Accounts 
Commission and 
Speaker’s Committee 
on the Electoral 
Commission 

• Solicitor General 
• Women and Equality 
• Leader of the House 
• House of Commons 

Commission 
Mon. 17 Dec Tues. 18 Dec Wed. 12 Dec Thu. 13 Dec 

• Children, Schools and 
Families 

 

• Health • None • None 

 
*Remit- 
 
The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster also answers on behalf of the Cabinet Office. 
The hon. Member representing the House of Commons commission also answers on behalf of the Finance and Services Committee. 
The Minister of State for Justice, also answers on behalf of the Lord Chancellor and the Privy Council office 
The Secretary of State for Scotland also answers on behalf of the Advocate General. 
The Solicitor General also answers on behalf of the Attorney General. 
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Business of the House of Commons 
12 – 16 November 2007 

 

Monday 12 November 

The House sat at 2.30pm 
 
Oral Questions – Children, Schools and Families; Topical Questions 
 
Presentation of Bill – National Insurance Contributions Bill – Alistair Darling (Bill presented and read a first time) 
 
Debate on the Address – Foreign Affairs, Defence 
 
Adjournment – Commercial use of public information – Mr Mark Todd 
 
The House rose at 10.30pm 

Tuesday 13 November 

 
The House sat at 2.30pm 
 
Oral Questions – Health; Topical Questions 
 
Statement – Security Industry Authority – Jacqui Smith 
 
Statement – Avian Influenza – Hilary Benn 
 
Debate on the Address – Health, Education 
 
Adjournment – Government assistance for the peace process in Sri Lanka – Simon Hughes (Withdrawn) 
 
The House rose at 10.23pm 
 

Wednesday 14 November 

 
The House sat at 11.30am 
 
Oral Questions – Northern Ireland; Prime Minister 
 
Statement – National Security – Prime Minister 
 
Debate on the Address – Economy, Work and Pensions 
 
Adjournment – HM Submarine Affray – John McDonnell 
 
The House rose at 8.13pm 
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Thursday 15 November 
 
The House will sit at 10.30am 
 
Oral Questions – Innovation, Universities and Skills; Topical Questions 
 
Business Statement – Leader of the House 
 
Presentation of Bill – Housing and Regeneration Bill – Hazel Blears (Bill presented and read a first time) 
 
Presentation of Bill – Health and Social Care Bill – Alan Johnson (Bill presented and read a first time) 
 
Topical Debate – Immigration 
 
Motion – to approve the appointment of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards (Agreed) 
 
Debate – on International Development (Debate on Motion for Adjournment of the House) 
 
Adjournment – Daedalus airfield – Peter Viggers 
 
Westminster Hall – Debate on the First Report from the Treasury Committee, Session 2006-07, HC 53; and Twelfth and 
Thirteenth Reports from the Treasury Committee, Session 2005-06, HC848 and HC 1717; and Government and other 
responses thereto, Forth Special Report, Session 2006-07, HC 437 
 
The House rose at 6.27pm 
 

Friday 16 November 

 
The House will not be sitting 
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Written Ministerial Statements 
12 – 16 November 2007 

 
12.11.07 ECOFIN (9 October 2007) – Mr Alistair Darling 

12.11.07 ECOFIN – Mr Alistair Darling 

12.11.07 Double Taxation Convention (United Kingdom and Moldova) – Jane Kennedy 

12.11.07 School Funding Settlement for 2008-09 to 2010-11 – Jim Knight 

12.11.07 Defence Technology Plan – Mr Bob Ainsworth 

12.11.07 Figures on Delayed Discharges – Mr Ivan Lewis 

12.11.07 Electronic Patient Record – Mr Ben Bradshaw 

12.11.07 Topical Debates – Ms Harriet Harman 

12.11.07 Remploy – Mrs Anne McGuire 

13.11.07 National Insurance Contributions Bill – Kitty Ussher 

13.11.07 Education, Youth and Culture Council – Margaret Hodge 

13.11.07 Afghanistan – Mr Bob Ainsworth 

13.11.07 Tidal Surge – Hilary Benn 

13.11.07 Foot and Mouth/Blue Tongue Disease – Hilary Benn 

13.11.07 Topical Debate – Ms Harriet Harman 

13.11.07 Equality – Ms Harriet Harman 

14.11.07 Floods – John Healey 

14.11.07 Protective Security – Jacqui Smith 

14.11.07 Legislative Programme – Ms Harriet Harman 

14.11.07 Aviation Security – Ruth Kelly 

15.11.07 Double Taxation Convention (Slovenia) – Jane Kennedy 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (ONS) – Angela Eagle 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Revenue and Customs) – Jane Kennedy 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (DBRR) – Mr John Hutton  

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (DCSF) – Ed Balls 

15.11.07 EU Youth Council – Beverley Hughes 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure – Hazel Blears 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Culture, Media and Sport) – James Purnell 

15.11.07 Supplementary Estimates (MOD) – Des Browne 
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15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (DEFRA) – Jonathan Shaw 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Forestry Commission) – Joan Ruddock  

15.11.07 Municipal Waste Policy – Joan Ruddock 

15.11.07 General Affairs and External Relations Council – Mr Jim Murphy 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure – Meg Munn 

15.11.07 Health Service Provision – Alan Johnson 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Food Standards Agency) – Dawn Primarolo 

15.11.07 Supplementary Estimate (Home Office) – Jacqui Smith 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (DIUS) – Mr John Denham 

15.11.07 EU Education Council – Bill Rammell 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (DFID) – Mr Douglas Alexander 

15.11.07 Criminal Justice Strategic Plan – Mr Jack Straw 

15.11.07 Winter Supplementary Estimate (Ministry of Justice) – Mr Jack Straw 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Cabinet Office) – Edward Miliband 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Charity Commission) – Phil Hope 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (National School of Government) – Gillian Merron 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Government Equalities Office) – Ms Harriet Harman 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Northern Ireland Office) – Mr Shaun Woodward 

15.11.07 European Union – Mr Gordon Brown 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Scotland) – Des Browne 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Attorney-General) – Vera Baird 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Department for Transport) – Ruth Kelly 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Wales Office) – Mr Peter Hain 

15.11.07 Child Maintenance and Enforcement Commission – Mr Peter Hain 

15.11.07 Disability Living Attendance Allowances – Mr James Plaskitt 

15.11.07 Departmental Expenditure (Work and Pensions) – Mr Peter Hain 
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Forthcoming Business of the House of Commons 
19 – 23 November 2007 

 
 

Monday 19 November 

 
The House will sit at 2.30pm 
 
Oral Questions – Work and Pensions; Topical Questions 
 
Legislation – European Communities (Finance) Bill – Second reading 
 
Legislation – European Communities (Finance) Bill – Programme motion 
 
Legislation – European Communities (Finance) Bill – Money Resolution 
 
Motions – to change the membership of Select Committees: Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform; Communities 
and Local Government; International Development; Public Accounts  
 
Adjournment – New flight paths into Southampton and Bournemouth airports – Sir George Young 
 

Tuesday 20 November 

 
The House will sit in Westminster Hall between 9.30am-2.00pm 
 
Westminster Hall Private Members’ Debates – 
 
09.30-11.00 Children in detention – Ms Diane Abbott 
11.00-12.30 Review of local government structure in Norfolk – Mr Keith Simpson 
12.30-13.00 Economic development in Falkirk – Eric Joyce 
13.00-13.30 Digital broadcasting services in the Forest of Dean – Mr Mark Harper 
13.30-14.00 Housing demand in West Ham – Lyn Brown  
 
 
The House will sit at 2.30pm 
 
Oral Questions – Foreign and Commonwealth Office; Topical Questions 
 
Legislation – Channel Tunnel Rail Link Bill (Supplementary Provisions) – Second reading 
 
Adjournment – Case of Michael Shields – Mrs Louise Ellman 
 

Wednesday 21 November 

The House will sit in Westminster Hall between 9.30am-5.00pm 
 
Westminster Hall Private Members’ Debates – 
 
09.30-11.00 Future of the British horse racing industry – Mr Hugo Swire 
11.00-11.30 Customs and security at Welsh ports – Mr Stephen Crabb 
14.30-16.00 Barnett formula – Graham Stringer 
16.00-16.30 Housing in Northampton – Ms Sally Keeble 
16.30-17.00 Funding for Dyfed-Powys Police Force – Mark Williams  
 
The House will sit at 11.30am 
 
Oral Questions – Wales; Prime Minister 
 
Debate – Opposition Day (1st allotted day) – i) Health care associated infections, ii) Failure of the Government to pursue 
schools reform 
 
Adjournment – Policing in Northern Ireland – David Simpson 
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Forthcoming Business of the House of Lords 
19 – 22 November 2007 

 
 

Monday 19 November (2.30pm) 
 
 
Oral questions – Lord Pearson of Rannoch to ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their justification for 
the recent statement made by the Prime Minister that “millions of jobs are dependent on our membership of the 
European Union”. Baroness Howe of Idlicote to ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their reaction to the fall 
in the number of secondary school pupils achieving GCSE success in modern languages. Lord Astor of Hever to 
ask Her Majesty’s Government how many destroyers and similar surface vessels they regard as necessary to 
dispose of their commitments. Lord De Mauley to ask Her Majesty’s Government how many Regulatory 
Reform Orders have been put forward by the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform in the 
last year 
 
Legislation – Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill [HL] (Second Reading) 
 

 
Tuesday 20 November (2.30pm) 

 
 
Oral questions – Lord Ashley of Stoke to ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have made an 
assessment of the effectiveness of existing legislation to help disabled people. Baroness Miller of Chilthorne 
Domer to ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to review the effect of the reduction in 1998 of 
the age of criminal responsibility to 10 years old. Lord Elton to ask Her Majesty’s Government whether 
Parliament will be able to amend the new European Union Treaty 
 
Legislation – Local Transport Bill [HL] (Second Reading)        
 
Motion – on the Pre-Budget Report 2007 for the purposes of the EC (Amendment) Act 1993 – motion to 
approve 
 
Delegated Legislation – Armed Forces (Service Complaints Commissioner) Regulations 2007; Armed 
Forces (Redress of Individual Grievances) Regulations 2007; Legislative and Regulatory Reform (Regulatory 
Functions) Order 2007; Regulators Compliance Code; Company and Business Names (Amendment) (No.2) 
Regulations 2007; Criminal Proceedings etc. (Reform) (Scotland) Act 2007 (Powers of District and JP Courts) 
Order 2007; Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2007 – motions to approve. (Grand 
Committee, Moses Room, 3.30pm) 

 
 

Wednesday 21 November (3.00pm) 
 
 
Oral questions – Lord Renton of Mount Harry to ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are proposing 
any changes in the relationship between the Bank of England, the Financial Services Authority and HM 
Treasury. Baroness Whitaker to ask Her Majesty’s Government when they plan to incorporate the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child into domestic legislation. Lord Harrison to ask Her Majesty’s Government whether 
they will encourage or oblige United Kingdom tobacco manufacturers to introduce the self-extinguishing fire 
safety cigarette 
 
Legislation – Dormant Bank and Building Society Accounts Bill [HL] (Second Reading)  
 
Debate – on the Communications Committee Report on the Chairmanship of the BBC (L. Fowler) 
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Thursday 22 November (11.00am) 
 
 
Oral questions – Lord Blackwell to ask Her Majesty’s Government which articles of the former Treaty 
establishing a Constitution for Europe will not be reflected in the consolidated European Union Treaty base if 
the proposed European Union Reform Treaty is adopted. Lord Wallace of Saltaire to ask Her Majesty’s 
Government how they intend to inform Parliament about the implications for British involvement in the United 
States missile defence system of recent United States-Russian negotiations on the system and its future 
deployment. Baroness Miller of Hendon to ask Her Majesty’s Government why they resisted proposals to 
impose lower “roaming” mobile telephone charges to customers than were ultimately fixed by the European 
Union, and what benefits ensue to United Kingdom users from the higher charges that now apply instead of the 
lower ones that were proposed 
 
Debate – on the planning, action, and support required by the Armed Forces to enable them to meet the long- 
and short-term challenges they face (B. Park of Monmouth) 
 
Delegated Legislation –  Social Security (National Insurance Credits) Amendments Regulations 2007; 
Housing Benefit (Local Housing Allowance and Information Sharing) Amendment Regulations 2007; Housing 
Benefit (State Pension Credit) (Local Hosing allowance and Information Sharing) Amendment Regulations 
2007; Housing Benefit (Local Housing Allowance, Miscellaneous and Consequential) Amendment Regulations 
2007; Rent Officers (Housing Benefit Functions) Amendment Order 2007 – motions to annul  
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Provisional Future Business of the House of Lords 
26 - 30 November 2007 

 
 

Monday 26 November (2.30pm) 
 
 
Oral questions – Lord Dykes to ask Her Majesty’s Government when they expect to meet the Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner to discuss security policing procedures in London.  Baroness Sharples to ask Her 
Majesty’s Government whether they have any plans in place to respond to any future Turkish invasion of 
northern Iraq.  Lord Bradshaw to ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have for further high-speed 
railway lines within the United Kingdom.  Lord Razzall to ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration 
they have given to rethinking the eradication of poppy cultivation in Afghanistan 
 
Motion – to approve Procedure Committee report 
 
 

Tuesday 27 November (2.30pm) 
 
 
Oral questions – Baroness Thomas of Winchester to ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the 
Comprehensive Spending Review 2007-08 settlement, whether they have decided to increase funding for bee 
health.  Baroness Sharp of Guildford to ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, in view of the evidence from 
the Cambridge-led Primary Review, they are proposing to change the regime of testing in primary schools in 
England.  Lord Roberts of Llandudno to ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to remember the 
lives lost in the Iraq war and to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the invasion of Iraq on 20 March 2003 
 
                   

Wednesday 28 November (3.00pm) 
 
 
Oral questions – Baroness Rawlings to ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to increase the 
level of aid to Burma and the border areas.  Viscount Montgomery of Alamein to ask Her Majesty’s 
Government whether they have any further plans to close British Embassies in Latin America.  Lord Sheldon to 
ask Her Majesty’s Government what is the impact of the spending overrun on the 2012 London Olympic Games 
upon spending on the Arts 
 
Legislation – Regulatory Enforcement and Sanctions Bill [HL] (Second Reading) 
 
 

Thursday 29 November (11.00am) 
 
 
Oral questions – Lord Roberts of Conwy to ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
improve the United Kingdom’s international competitiveness in the light of the fall from second to ninth place 
in the World Economic Forum’s annual league table.  Lord Addington to ask Her Majesty’s Government which 
Government department holds responsibility for issues concerning obesity.  Lord Fowler to ask Her Majesty’s 
Government what action they are taking to help in the world-wide fight against HIV/AIDS 
 
Debates – Labour debates 
 
 

Friday 30 November (10.00am) 
 
 
(Sitting will start at 10am provided the House approves the relevant part of the Procedure Committee report on 
26th November) 
 
Legislation – House of Lords Bill [HL]; Disabled Persons (Independent Living) Bill [HL] 
 


