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The Committee on Standards and Privileges

The Committee on Standards and Privileges is appointed by the House of
Commons to oversee the work of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards;
to examine the arrangements proposed by the Commissioner for the
compilation, maintenance and accessibility of the Register of Members’ Interests
and any other registers of interest established by the House; to review from time
to time the form and content of those registers; to consider any specific
complaints made in relation to the registering or declaring of interests referred
to it by the Commissioner; to consider any matter relating to the conduct of
Members, including specific complaints in relation to alleged breaches in the
Code of Conduct which have been drawn to the Committee’s attention by the
Commissioner; and to recommend any modifications to the Code of Conduct as
may from time to time appear to be necessary.

Current membership

Rt Hon Sir George Young Bt MP (Conservative, North West Hampshire) (Chairman)
Rt Hon Kevin Barron MP (Labour, Rother Valley)

Rt Hon David Curry MP (Conservative, Skipton & Ripon)

Mr Andrew Dismore MP (Labour, Hendon)

Nick Harvey MP (Liberal Democrat, North Devon)

Mr Elfyn Llwyd MP (Plaid Cymru, Meirionnydd Nant Conwy)

Mr Chris Mullin MP (Labour, Sunderland South)

The Hon Nicholas Soames MP (Conservative, Mid Sussex)

Mr Paddy Tipping MP (Labour, Sherwood)

Dr Alan Whitehead MP (Labour, Southampton Test)

Powers

The constitution and powers of the Committee are set out in Standing Order No.
149. In particular, the Committee has power to order the attendance of any
Member of Parliament before the committee and to require that specific
documents or records in the possession of a Member relating to its inquiries, or
to the inquiries of the Commissioner, be laid before the Committee. The
Committee has power to refuse to allow its public proceedings to be broadcast.
The Law Officers, if they are Members of Parliament, may attend and take part
in the Committee’s proceedings, but may not vote.

Publications

The Reports and evidence of the Committee are published by The Stationery
Office by Order of the House. All publications of the Committee (including press
notices) are on the Internet at: www.parliament.uk/sandp. A list of Reports of
the Committee in the present Parliament is at the back of this volume.

Committee staff

The current staff of the Committee are Dr Christopher Ward (Clerk), Mr Keith
Neary (Second Clerk) and Miss Michelle Owens (Secretary).

Contacts

All correspondence should be addressed to The Clerk of the Committee on
Standards and Privileges, Journal Office, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA.
The telephone number for general enquiries is 020 7219 6615.
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The Complaints System and the Criminal
Law

1. Following publication of our Fourth Report,! we asked the Chairman and the
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards to meet the Commissioner of Police of the
Metropolis to discuss matters relating to the handling of complaints against Members
which might also raise questions of criminal liability. We were concerned to ensure that
there should be no misunderstanding between the House and the police on their respective
roles in these circumstances, and that any arrangements in place worked effectively in the
public interest.

2. This meeting took place on 3 April, and the participants have subsequently agreed a
statement on the outcome, the text of which is set out in the Appendix.

1 Conduct of Mr Derek Conway, HC 280.
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Appendix

Statement agreed between the Chairman of the Committee on
Standards and Privileges, the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Standards and the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis
following their meeting on 3 April 2008

The Chairman of the House of Commons Committee on Standards and Privileges, the Rt.
Hon. Sir George Young MP, and the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, John
Lyon, met the Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Sir Ian Blair, and Assistant
Commissioner John Yates on 3 April to discuss matters relating to the handling of
complaints against Members of Parliament alleging a breach of the Code of Conduct for
Members which might also raise questions of criminal liability.

All parties agreed that, other than in the limited context of participation in proceedings in
Parliament, Members of Parliament are in no different position in respect of alleged
criminal behaviour than any other person. The Chairman reiterated the Committee’s belief
in the general principle that criminal proceedings against Members, where these are
considered appropriate, should take precedence over the House’s own disciplinary
proceedings. The meeting discussed how the respective parties might coordinate their
activities to ensure the effective delivery of this principle.

Where the Metropolitan Police receive information which suggests that a Member of
Parliament may have committed a criminal offence, they will take the decision on whether
to institute inquiries on their own initiative, on the same basis as they would in any other
case, and without regard to whether the same information had formed any part of a
complaint to the Parliamentary Commissioner. The Metropolitan Police undertook to
inform the Parliamentary Commissioner in the normal course of events if they were
considering initiating criminal inquiries into a Member, with a view to establishing
whether the alleged conduct was also the subject of a complaint under the Code.

The Parliamentary Commissioner confirmed that he had regard, where appropriate, to the
possibility of criminal behaviour when investigating complaints he received against
Members of Parliament. He would continue the practice in specific cases of liaising with
the Metropolitan Police or other relevant force whenever he considered it appropriate to
do so, initiating the process at the earliest opportunity. All parties welcomed this.

If at any point in his investigation of a complaint, the Parliamentary Commissioner
considers that there are sufficient grounds to justify reporting the matter to the police for
them to consider a criminal inquiry, he confirmed that he would submit a
recommendation to that effect to the Committee on Standards and Privileges, who would
decide whether such a report should be made. Where this was done, the Chairman
confirmed that the Committee would normally expect the Parliamentary Commissioner to
suspend his inquiries until the question of possible criminal proceedings had been
resolved. The Parliamentary Commissioner and the Committee would follow similar
procedures if informed by the police that they are considering initiating criminal inquiries
into a matter which was also the subject of a complaint.
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The Chairman also confirmed that if in the course of the Committee’s consideration of the
outcome of the Commissioner’s investigation of a complaint it concluded that there were
sufficient grounds to justify a report to the police, it would normally expect to advise the
House accordingly, and defer reporting substantively on the complaint until the question
of possible criminal proceedings had been resolved.

All parties agreed that this had been a useful meeting which had clarified the arrangements
and respective interests and responsibilities. It was agreed that these would guide the
parties for the future.
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Formal minutes

Tuesday 29 April 2008
Members present:

Sir George Young, in the Chair

Mr Kevin Barron Mr Elfyn Llwyd

Mr David Curry Mr Chris Mullin
Mr Andrew Dismore Dr Alan Whitehead
Nick Harvey

Draft Report [The Complaints System and the Criminal Law], proposed by the Chairman, brought up and
read.

Ordered, That the Chairman’s draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph.
Paragraphs 1 and 2 read and agreed to.

A Paper was ordered to be appended to the Report.

Resolved, That the Report and Appendix be the Eighth Report of the Committee to the House.
Ordered, That the Chairman do make the Report to the House.

[Adjourned till Tuesday 13 May at 9.30 am
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Reports from the Committee on Standards
and Privileges in the current Parliament

Session 2007-08

First Report Conduct of Mr Elfyn Liwyd, Mr Adam Price and Mr  HC 94
Hywel Williams

Second Report Conduct of Mr Norman Baker, Mr Malcolm Bruce HC 182
and Mr Sadiq Khan

Third Report Publications funded from the Communications HC 232
Allowance

Fourth Report Conduct of Mr Derek Conway HC 280

Fifth Report Conduct of Mr Peter Hain HC 324

Sixth Report Employment of family members through the HC 383
Staffing Allowance: Proposals for consultation

Seventh Report Employment of family members through the HC 436
Staffing Allowance

Eighth Report The Complaints System and the Criminal Law HC 523

Session 2006-07

First Report Evidence to the SSRB Review of Parliamentary pay, HC 330
pensions and allowances

Second Report Conduct of Mr David Cameron HC 429

Third Report Complaints about alleged misuse of Parliamentary =~ HC 431
dining facilities

Fourth Report Conduct of Mr Julian Brazier HC 682

Fifth Report Handling of future complaints on misuse of the HC 683
private dining facilities

Sixth Report Conduct of Mr George Galloway HC 909

Seventh Report Conduct of Mr Gregory Campbell HC 992

Eighth Report Conduct of Mr Martin Salter and Mr Rob Wilson HC 1071

Session 2005-06

First Report Conduct of Mr Jonathan Sayeed HC 419

Second Report Conduct of Mr John Horam HC 420

Third Report Conduct of Mr Tony Baldry HC 421

Fourth Report Pay for Standing Committee Chairmen HC 568

Fifth Report Electoral Administration Bill: Simplification of HC 807
Reporting Requirements

Sixth Report Mr Stephen Byers (Matter referred on 19 October HC 854
2005)

Seventh Report Conduct of Mr George Galloway HC 1067

Eighth Report Conduct of Mr Mark Lancaster HC 1144
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Ninth Report
Tenth Report
Eleventh Report
Twelfth Report
Thirteenth Report
Fourteenth Report
Fifteenth Report
Sixteenth Report

Lobbying and All Party Groups

Conduct of Mr Michael Foster (Worcester)
Conduct of Ms Emily Thornberry

Conduct of Nadine Dorries

Conduct of Mr John Prescott

Conduct of Dr Desmond Turner

Conduct of Mr Eric llIsley

Review of the Guide to the Rules Relating to the
Conduct of Members: Consultation Document

HC 1145
HC 1223
HC 1367
HC 1368
HC 1553
HC 1578
HC 1579
HC 1580
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