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16  Documents not raising questions of sufficient legal 
or political importance to warrant a substantive report 
to the House 

Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform 

(30094) 
–– 
–– 

Draft Council Decision on the signing and the provisional 
application of an Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters 
between the European Community and the Republic of Belarus 
amending the Agreement between the European Community and 
the Republic of Belarus on trade in textile products 

Department for Children, Schools and Families 

(30016) 
13978/08 
+ ADD 1 
COM(08) 638 

Commission Report on the implementation of the Barcelona 
objectives concerning childcare facilities for pre-school-age 
children. 

 

Department for Energy and Climate Change 

(30058) 
14350/08 
COM(08) 658 

Draft Council decision issuing directives to the Commission for the 
re-negotiation of the Agreement between the European Atomic 
Energy Community (Euratom) and the Government of Canada for 
cooperation in the peaceful uses of atomic energy. 

(30099) 
–– 
–– 

Draft Decision concerning the implementation to the oil sector of 
certain provisions of the Treaty and the creation of an Energy 
Community Oil Forum.    

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

(29857) 
12008/08 
COM(08) 461 

Commission Report on the review of the transitional measures for 
the acquisition of agricultural real estate set out in the 2003 
Accession Treaty. 

(29941) 
12699/08 
COM(08) 534 

Commission Communication on a European Strategy for Marine 
and Maritime Research - A coherent European Research Area 
framework in support of a sustainable use of oceans and seas. 
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

(30101) 
–– 
–– 

Joint Action renewing the mandate of the European Union Special 
Representative to the African Union. 

Home Office 

(29054) 
14217/07 
COM(07) 619 

Draft Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No.2252/2004 
on standards for security features and biometrics in passports and 
travel documents issued by Member States. 

(30052) 
13748/08 
–– 

Draft Council Directive on the conditions of entry and residence of 
third country nationals for the purposes of highly qualified 
employment. 

(30070) 
14277/2/08 
–– 

Draft Council Decision on the full application of the provisions of 
the Schengen acquis in the Swiss Confederation.  Also covers 
14277/1/08. 

(30097) 
15152/08 
–– 

Draft Agreement on Cooperation between Eurojust and the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 

HM Treasury 

(30011) 
13881/08 
COM(08) 609 

Draft Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
the mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund. 

(30055) 
13938/08 
COM(08) 619 

Preliminary Draft Amending Budget No.9 to the general budget 
2008 - Statement of Expenditure by Section - Section VI - European 
Economic and Social Committee. 
 

Department for Work and Pensions 

(30017) 
13987/08 
+ADDs 1–2 
COM(08) 639 

Commission Communication on a Commission Recommendation on 
the active inclusion of people excluded from the labour market. 
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Formal minutes 

Wednesday 12 November 2008 

Members present: 

Michael Connarty, in the Chair 

Mr Adrian Bailey 
Mr William Cash 
Mr James Clappison  
Mr Greg Hands 
 

 Mr David Heathcoat-Amory 
Mr Bob Laxton 
Angus Robertson 
Mr Anthony Steen 
 

 

*** 
 

2. The Committee met in public for the scrutiny of documents 

Draft Report, proposed by the Chairman, brought up and read. 

Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 10.8 read and agreed to. 

Paragraph 11, Headnote Read.  Amendment proposed in line 12, to leave out the words 
“Clear, but further information requested”, and to insert the words “Do not clear; for 
debate in European Committee”. — (Mr. Greg Hands.) 

Question put, That the Amendment be made. 

The Committee divided. 

 

Ayes, 2 Noes, 2 

Mr James Clappison 
Mr Greg Hands 
 

Mr Bob Laxton 
Angus Robertson 
 

 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the Noes. 

Paragraphs 11.1 to 16 read and agreed to. 

 

[Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chairman. 
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Standing order and membership 

The European Scrutiny Committee is appointed under Standing Order No.143 to examine European Union 

documents and— 

 

a) to report its opinion on the legal and political importance of each such document and, where it considers 

appropriate, to report also on the reasons for its opinion and on any matters of principle, policy or law which 

may be affected; 

b) to make recommendations for the further consideration of any such document pursuant to Standing Order 

No. 119 (European Standing Committees); and 

c) to consider any issue arising upon any such document or group of documents, or related matters. 

 

The expression “European Union document” covers — 

 

i) any proposal under the Community Treaties for legislation by the Council or the Council acting jointly with 

the European Parliament; 

ii) any document which is published for submission to the European Council, the Council or the European 

Central Bank; 

iii) any proposal for a common strategy, a joint action or a common position under Title V of the Treaty on 

European Union which is prepared for submission to the Council or to the European Council; 

iv) any proposal for a common position, framework decision, decision or a convention under Title VI of the 

Treaty on European Union which is prepared for submission to the Council; 

v) any document (not falling within (ii), (iii) or (iv) above) which is published by one Union institution for or 

with a view to submission to another Union institution and which does not relate exclusively to consideration 

of any proposal for legislation; 

vi) any other document relating to European Union matters deposited in the House by a Minister of the Crown. 

 

The Committee’s powers are set out in Standing Order No. 143. 

 

The scrutiny reserve resolution, passed by the House, provides that Ministers should not give agreement to EU 

proposals which have not been cleared by the European Scrutiny Committee, or on which, when they have been 

recommended by the Committee for debate, the House has not yet agreed a resolution. The scrutiny reserve 

resolution is printed with the House’s Standing Orders, which are available at www.parliament.uk. 

Current membership 

Michael Connarty MP (Labour, Linlithgow and East Falkirk) (Chairman) 
Mr Adrian Bailey MP (Labour/Co-op, West Bromwich West) 
Mr David S. Borrow MP (Labour, South Ribble) 
Mr William Cash MP (Conservative, Stone) 
Mr James Clappison MP (Conservative, Hertsmere) 
Ms Katy Clark MP (Labour, North Ayrshire and Arran) 
Jim Dobbin MP (Labour, Heywood and Middleton) 
Mr Greg Hands MP (Conservative, Hammersmith and Fulham) 
Mr David Heathcoat-Amory MP (Conservative, Wells) 
Keith Hill MP (Labour, Streatham) 
Kelvin Hopkins MP (Labour, Luton North) 
Mr Lindsay Hoyle MP (Labour, Chorley) 
Mr Bob Laxton MP (Labour, Derby North) 
Angus Robertson MP (SNP, Moray) 
Mr Anthony Steen MP (Conservative, Totnes) 
Richard Younger-Ross MP (Liberal Democrat, Teignbridge) 
 
 




