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classification system should be adopted. While either of the systems operated by the
BBFC and by PEGI would be workable in principle, we believe that the widespread
recognition of the BBFC’s classification categories in the UK and their statutory
backing offer significant advantages which the PEGI system lacks. We therefore
agree that the BBFC should continue to rate games with adult content and should
have responsibility for rating games with content appropriate only for players aged
12 or above, and that these ratings should appear prominently. Online distributors
should be encouraged to take advantage of the BBFC.online scheme which should be
promoted as offering greater confidence to parents about the nature of the game.
While we hope that PEGI will work with the BBFC to develop a single system,
distributors are of course free to continue to use PEGI ratings in addition, as they do
at present. (Paragraph 203)
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Formal Minutes

Tuesday 22 July 2008

Members present:

Mr John Whittingdale, in the Chair

Philip Davies Alan Keen
Paul Farrelly Helen Southworth
Draft Report (Harmful Content on the Internet and in Video Games), proposed by the Chairman, brought up
and read.
Ordered, That the Chairman’s draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph.
Paragraphs 1 to 203 read and agreed to.
Summary agreed to.
Resolved, That the Report be the Tenth Report of the Committee to the House.
Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House.

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the provisions of
Standing Order No. 134.

Written evidence was ordered to be reported to the House for printing with the Report.

Written evidence was ordered to be reported to the House for placing in the Library and Parliamentary
Archives.

[Adjourned till Tuesday 7 October at 10.15 am
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Tuesday 26 February 2008

John Carr, Executive Secretary, Children’s Charities Coalition for Internet
Safety, Stephen Carrick-Davies, Chief Executive, Childnet International and
Professor Sonia Livingstone

Matt Lambert, Head of Corporate Affairs, Microsoft, Peter Robbins OBE,
QPM, Chief Executive, Internet Watch Foundation and Heather Rabbatts
CBE, Chair, Media Literacy Taskforce

Tuesday 4 March 2008

Juliet Kramer, Head of Content Regulation, T-Mobile, Steven Bartholomew,
Head of Public Affairs, 02, Trish Church, Mobile and Broadband Services
Safety Manager, Orange UK and Hamish MacLeod, Chair, Mobile
Broadband Group

Tuesday 18 March 2008

Jim Gamble QPM, Chief Executive Officer, and Alex Nagle, Head of Harm
Reduction, Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre

Nicholas Lansman, Secretary-General, Internet Service Providers’
Association, Camille de Stempel, Council Member of ISPA and Director of

Policy, AOL and Mike Galvin, Managing Director, Global Customer
Experience Programme, BT

Tuesday 1 April 2008
Kent Walker, General Counsel, Google

Dr Tanya Byron

Tuesday 29 April 2008

Dr Rachel O’Connell, Chief Executive Officer, Bebo, and Mike Angus,
Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Fox Interactive Media

Dr Richard Wilson, Chief Executive Officer, Tiga, Paul Jackson, Director
General, Entertainment and Leisure Software Publishers Association
(ELSPA), Keith Ramsdale, Vice President, EA Games and Jason Kingsley,
Chief Executive Officer and Creative Director, Rebellion Group
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Tuesday 13 May 2008

Ed Richards, Chief Executive and Stewart Purvis, Partner for Content and

Standards, Ofcom Ev 283
David Cooke, Director and Pete Johnson, Head of Policy and Business
Development, British Board of Film Classification, Peter Darby, Operations Ev 327
Manager and Laurie Hall, Secretary General, Video Standards Council
Wednesday 14 May 2008
Kevin Brennan MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for
Children, Schools and Families, Rt H9n Margaret Hodge MP, Minister of Ev 347
State, Department for Culture, Media and Sport and Vernon Coaker MP,
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office
List of written evidence
1 Children’s Charities’ Coalition on Internet Safety Ev 1
2 Childnet International Ev8
3 Andrea Millwood Hargrave and Professor Sonia Livingstone Ev 15
4 Microsoft Ev 30
5 Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) Ev 42
6 UK Film Council Ev 47
7 Media Literacy Task Force Ev 48
8 T-Mobile UK Ev 60
9 02 Ev 64
10  Orange UK Ev 68
11 Mobile Broadband Group (MBG) Ev 73
12 Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) Ev 87
13 Internet Service Providers’ Association (ISPA) Ev 98
14 BT Ev 101
15  Google Ev 115
16  Bebo Ev 143
17  Fox Interactive Media (FIM) Ev 149
18 TIGA Ev 162
19  Entertainment and Leisure Software Publishers Association

(ELSPA) Ev 163: Ev 186: Ev 400
20  Electronic Arts (EA) Ev 168
21 Ofcom Ev 188
22  British Board of Film Classification (BBFC) Ev 292: Ev 336: Ev 338
23 Video Standards Council Ev 323: Ev 336: Ev 339
24 Department for Culture, Media and Sport and

the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Ev 342
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25  Professor Julian Petley Ev 361
26 Oliver Thornton Ev 362
27  Entertainment Retailers Association Ev 364
28  Dr Richard Clayton Ev 368
29  BBCresponse to the Byron Review consultation Ev 372
30 THUS plc Ev 380
31 British Naturism Ev 382
32  Paul Tavener Ev 383
33  Anonymous member of the public Ev 385
34  Interactive Software Federation of Europe (ISFE) Ev 386
35  Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) Ev 390
36 PPA and AOP UK Ev 393
37  Family Online Safety Institute Ev 395
38 PAPYRUS Ev 399
39  Entertainment Retailers Association Ev 399
40 Home Office Ev 402

List of unprinted evidence

The following memoranda have been reported to the House, but to save printing costs
they have not been printed and copies have been placed in the House of Commons
Library, where they may be inspected by Members. Other copies are in the Parliamentary
Archives, and are available to the public for inspection. Requests for inspection should be
addressed to The Parliamentary Archives, Houses of Parliament, London SW1A OPW (tel.
020 7219 3074). Opening hours are from 9.30 am to 5.00 pm on Mondays to Fridays.
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