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Conduct of Mr Martin Salter and Mr Rob
Wilson

Introduction

1. We have received a memorandum from the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Standards concerning a complaint against Mr Martin Salter, Member for Reading West,
by Mr Rob Wilson, Member for Reading East, and a complaint against Mr Rob Wilson
by Councillor David Sutton, the Leader of Reading Borough Council. In both cases, the
complaints relate to the contents of reports funded out of parliamentary allowances,
circulated by the respective Members to their constituents." The Commissioner’s
memorandum is reproduced at Appendix 1.

2. In accordance with our usual practice, we have shown both Members a copy of the
Commissioner’s memorandum, and they have each subsequently submitted a
memorandum to us. Mr Salter’s observations are reproduced at Appendix 2 and Mr
Wilson’s at Appendix 3.

3. In the remainder of this report, we deal in turn with the specific complaints made
against each Member, and then comment on some of the wider issues they raise.

The Complaint against Mr Salter
4. There are three basic elements to Mr Wilson’s complaint against Mr Salter:

e the Report and accompanying material had been posted to a number of Mr Salter’s
constituents in pre-paid House of Commons envelopes, a breach of the Stationery
and Postage Rules;

e the report’s imprint did not state that it had been funded from Mr Salter’s
Parliamentary allowances; and

e the report arguably promoted the re-election of a councillor in the May 2007 local
elections by featuring a picture of him.

5. We agree with the Commissioner that the first element of the complaint should be
upheld.” Mr Salter accepts that he should not have used pre-paid envelopes for the
relevant mailings, and has apologised to us for doing so. As the costs of the mailings
remain a proper charge on parliamentary allowances, he intends to reimburse the costs
of the relevant stationery from the appropriate allowance for the current financial year.’?

1 See WE 2, p. 30-33 and WE 5, p 36-39 respectively.
2 Appendix 1, para. 56.
3 Appendix 2, p. 52.


































































































































































